In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – July 20, 2014
Highlights in Acts: From conversion to community to multiplication
Acts 2:36-47
Acts 2:46-47 (NIV84) 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
-----------

Our summer series of sermons will, Lord willing, focus on one portion of each of the first eight chapters of the book of Acts. Each week we will examine one portion of the chapter for that week. Thus, we hope to gain highlights from the first eight chapters of this powerful book that will encourage and strengthen us in our walk and ministry with Christ.
	Acts 2:36–47 (NIV84)
36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 
37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 
40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 


	Acts 1 is about the anticipation and preparation for what (who) was coming at Pentecost. Acts 2 is about the empowering of the church by the Holy Spirit to share boldly and widely the Good News of Jesus Christ to those who would listen.
Our text from Acts 2:36-47 are the closing remarks of Peter to two questions asked by the observers of the Pentecost experience and the characteristics of a Holy Spirit empowered church family.

Acts 2 could be outlined by the three questions asked by the observers: 1. How is it we are hearing Galileans speaking in our own native language (2:7-8)? 2. What does this mean (2:12)? 3. What shall we do (2:37)?
So, what happened on this New Testament day of Pentecost?

Application: What does it mean for us today? What does it mean for you?




My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: __________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: ________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
