In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – July 27, 2014
Highlights in Acts: Realize the blessings of repentance
Acts 3:16–26
Acts 3:19, 26 (NIV84) 19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, … 26 When God raised up His servant, He sent Him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways.”
-----------

Our summer series of sermons, Lord willing, is focusing on one portion of each of the first eight chapters of the book of Acts. Each week we are examining one portion of the chapter for that week. Thus, we hope to gain highlights from the first eight chapters of this powerful book that will encourage and strengthen us in our walk and ministry with Christ.
	The Attention Getter
	Emotional Response
	The Intellectual Question
	Holy Spirit Empowered Answer
	The Outcome

	3:1-10
	3:11
	3:12
	3:13-26
	Pointing to 4:31

	Acts 3:16–26 (NIV84)
16 By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through Him that has given this complete healing to him, as you can all see. 
17 “Now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. 18 But this is how God fulfilled what He had foretold through all the prophets, saying that His Christ would suffer. 19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 20 and that He may send the Christ, who has been appointed for you—even Jesus. 21 He must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything, as He promised long ago through His holy prophets. 22 For Moses said, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from among your own people; you must listen to everything He tells you. 23 Anyone who does not listen to Him will be completely cut off from among His people.’ 

24 “Indeed, all the prophets from Samuel on, as many as have spoken, have foretold these days. 25 And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He said to Abraham, ‘Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.’ 26 When God raised up His servant, He sent Him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways.” 
	Acts 1 is about the anticipation and preparation for what (who) was coming at Pentecost. Acts 2 is about the empowering of the church by the Holy Spirit to share boldly and widely the Good News of Jesus Christ to those who would listen. Acts 3 is a demonstration of the blessing of repentance.
Our text, Acts 3:16-26, is Peter’s argument why we must repent. Note where it fits in the above outline.
If time permits, it may create some interest to compare the story in Mark 2:1-12 with this story in Acts 3.
Application: What does it mean for us today? What does it mean for you? What will you do in response?



My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: __________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: ________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
