In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – August 3, 2014
Highlights in Acts: From where do we obtain courage to speak truth to power?
Acts 4:12–22
Acts 4:13 (NIV84) 13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.
-----------

Acts 4 continues the story in Acts 3 of the healing of the lame man and Peter’s sermon to those who wanted to know what happened to the lame man who was now walking, jumping and praising God. Acts 4 starts with the entrance of the priests, temple guard and Sadducees to stop Peter and John from teaching about Jesus’ resurrection. Acts 4:12-22 will be the focus of our attention.
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	Acts 4:12–22 (NIV84)
12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” 
13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. 14 But since they could see the man who had been healed standing there with them, there was nothing they could say. 15 So they ordered them to withdraw from the Sanhedrin and then conferred together. 16 “What are we going to do with these men?” they asked. “Everybody living in Jerusalem knows they have done an outstanding miracle, and we cannot deny it. 17 But to stop this thing from spreading any further among the people, we must warn these men to speak no longer to anyone in this name.” 
18 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John replied, “Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God’s sight to obey you rather than God. 20 For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.” 
21 After further threats they let them go. They could not decide how to punish them, because all the people were praising God for what had happened. 22 For the man who was miraculously healed was over forty years old. 
	Acts 1: the anticipation and preparation for what (who) was coming at Pentecost. Acts 2: the empowering of the church by the Holy Spirit to share boldly and widely the Good News of Jesus Christ. Acts 3: a demonstration of the blessings of repentance. Acts 4: the role of courage and power to advance the gospel in face of opposition.
Consider reading the entire chapter.

4:1-11 Why were the teachers of the law concerned about Peter and John?

What did Peter expect from these leaders when he said, “you crucified” Jesus Christ?
4:12-22 How do unschooled and ordinary men become courageous in the face of stern opposition?
When should Christians defy law and their leaders? 

4:23-31 What makes the apostles so bold?
4:32-37 What’s the theme of the apostles’ teaching?

How did the believers continue to function?

Application: What difference does this make to you?



My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: __________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: ________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
