In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – August 31, 2014
Highlights in Acts: Lessons in evangelism by how the Holy Spirit led Philip
Acts 8:26–40

Acts 8:26 & 29 (NIV84) 26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” - 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” 

-----------

Philip was chosen from among godly and Holy Spirit led men to wait on tables so that the Grecian widows would no longer be neglected in the daily ministry of the church. But, suddenly, he is in the role of an evangelist, speaking truth to people of influences in places beyond Jerusalem, even to Africa. 
The focus of the sermon will be on the interaction between Philip and the Ethiopian man. Additional selected texts are presented to help with context. Be encouraged to read the entire chapter.
	The Attention Getter
	Emotional Response
	The Intellectual Question
	Holy Spirit Empowered Answer
	The Outcome

	8:1 The church scattered to Judea and Samaria

8:6, 13 Philip did signs
	8:8 Great joy in that city.
	8:19 Can the Holy Spirit be bought?
	8:22 Simon, repent of this wickedness.
	8:24 Simon asked Peter to pray for him

	8:26 Angel said “go”

8:29 Spirit said “go”
	
	8:31 How can I understand Isaiah?
	8:35 Philip told him the good news about Jesus.
	8:38 Philip baptized the man

	Acts at a Glance


	Focus
	Witness in Jerusalem
	Witness in Judea and Samaria
	Witness to the end of the earth

	Reference
	1:1 
	3:1 
	8:5 
	13:1 
	21:17 –28:31

	Division
	POWER OF THE CHURCH
	PROGRESS OF THE CHURCH
	EXPANSION OF THE CHURCH
	PAUL’S THREE JOURNEYS
	PAUL’S TRIALS

	Topic
	JEWS
	SAMARITANS
	GENTILES

	
	PETER
	PHILIP
	PAUL

	Location
	JERUSALEM
	JUDEA AND SAMARIA
	UTTERMOST PART

	Time
	2 YEARS (a.d. 33–35)
	13 YEARS (a.d. 35–48)
	14 YEARS (a.d. 48–62)


Acts 8 on the Map
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PHILIP'S TRAVELS





	Acts 1:8 (NIV84) 

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
Acts 8:1–8 (NIV84) 

1 And Saul was there, giving approval to his death. 
On that day a great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 2 Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him. 3 But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off men and women and put them in prison. 
4 Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. 5 Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there. 6 When the crowds heard Philip and saw the miraculous signs he did, they all paid close attention to what he said. 7 With shrieks, evil spirits came out of many, and many paralytics and cripples were healed. 8 So there was great joy in that city. 
Acts 8:14–17 (NIV84) 

14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15 When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16 because the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply been baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 
Acts 8:26–40 (NIV84)
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” 
30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 
31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 
32 The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: 
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, so He did not open His mouth. 33 In His humiliation He was deprived of justice. Who can speak of His descendants? For His life was taken from the earth.” 

34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. 
36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. Why shouldn’t I be baptized?” 38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea. 


	Acts 1: the anticipation and preparation for who was coming at Pentecost. Acts 2: the empowering of the church by the Holy Spirit to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. Acts 3: a demonstration of the blessings of repentance. Acts 4 & 5: the role of courage and power to advance the gospel in face of opposition. Acts 5: taking God seriously while enjoying His riches. Acts 6: the administration of personnel for advancing the gospel through effective service and bold preaching. Acts 7: when the true God who made men is rejected for man made gods. Acts 8: Examples of how persecution spread the gospel into Judea and Samaria. 

1:8 What does Jesus’ promise tell us about the expansion of the witness of His disciples?
8:1-8 What happens to the first two men chosen to be deacons to help feed the neglected widows in Acts 6?
8:14-17 What do we know about Jesus’ ministry in Samaria? (cf. John 4)
What difference did Philip and Peter and John’s ministries have on Samaria?

8:26-40 What do we know about the Ethiopian treasurer before Philip made contact with him?

How would you describe Philip’s ministry with the Ethiopian treasurer?
If you had been in Philip’s shoes that day, what would be going on in your mind and heart at each step?

Application: What difference does this make to you?

Does Philips interaction with the Ethiopian inspire anything within you?




My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: __________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: ________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
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