Sunday, November 30, 2014 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Titus Folden
The Church as a Sanctuary

Judges 19-20
Note: A lot of my message thoughts came from a book, counseling survivors of sexual abuse by Diane Langberg. tdf
----------
1. The body of Christ
a. When one suffers we all suffer

b. Cut my finger

c. You know what hurts worse? The painful reality that sexual abuse happens within the church, and that the church often does not protect the victim nor confront the abuser or seek justice. How much longer will we continue to not confront this reality?
d. Really it’s not so painful for those of us who have not experienced abuse first hand as much as it makes us uncomfortable. But it is especially painful for the victim.

e. For survivors this truth hurts and is often made worse because it’s a reality that tends to get covered up, silenced, and forgotten about, making healing difficult because their wounds fester giving way to infection. 

f. 1 Corinthians 12, the church as a body, all vital members.

2. My personal experience
a. I have never heard messages about sexual abuse, sexuality in general, prevention, healing in the church, teaching, theology, put into practice, etc. I believe we are missing this crucial space in the church to talk about these issues and put them into practice.

i. The church being dangerous
1. Sadly instead of being a place of safety and protection, it can become very dangerous. 

2. Perhaps you can identify with what I am saying or have or if the church has not been a place of safety or protection for you. If you have suffered abuse of any type in the church, I am truly sorry. 

b. The Bible speaks on abuse
i. And so should we.

ii. The church should be the safest place for children, and not only for children but for everyone.

3. The Church as a sanctuary
a. What comes to mind hearing the word “Sanctuary?”

b. Old Testament
i. In the OT God established regulation for worship and the creation of an earthly sanctuary. 
ii. Exodus 25:8 God tells Moses to “have the Israelites build me a sanctuary, a holy place where I will be in their midst.”
c. New Testament
i. Since Christ’s coming we have become His living sanctuary, where Christ now dwells, both individually and corporately. 

ii. Scripture is clear that the place where God dwells is holy as well as a place of refuge for the poor and oppressed. 

iii. The Psalmist says of those who can dwell in God’s sanctuary in 15:1-4 …blameless, truth, and no harm to neighbors. 

d. Sanctuary, Holy and refuge from evil.
i. God’s sanctuary should be a holy place that offers refuge from evil. Certainly the characteristic that God has established for his sanctuary should be reflected in us, His Body, the church.

e. Instead of being a place of holiness and safety, sadly the church can sometimes reflect the horror that we will read about in the text today. 

4. Hope for this morning.
a. I hope that through this passage we will better understand what it means to be a sanctuary - in terms of being a place of safety, a place that protects the vulnerable and take necessary measures against abusers along with the unhealthy attitudes and mentalities that leave many wounded and hurt. It is my desire this morning that we learn what God wants to teach us through His word.

b. Obviously no one enjoys the topic of abuse, and even worse sexual abuse. But I believe that we will all leave this morning encouraged and challenged to more fully embrace and become the sanctuary that God longs for us to be.

5. Text Judges 19-20 - We will not read in entirety.

a. Judges 19:1-3

i. Concubine?

ii. Anger vs. unfaithful? 

b. Narrate: Father’s home - in Guest’s home.

c. Read 19:22-30, narrate: 20:1-3, Read 20:4-6, Read 20:12-14

d. Narrate rest.

6. What can we say?
a. We could consider many aspects of this story:

i. How the Bible speaks with such frankness about how human beings brutally and cruelly treat one another.

ii. The fact that the Levite was just as guilty or more than those who raped and killed the concubine. 

iii. The fact that the Levite lied to the Israelites saying the men wanted to kill him not rape him.

iv. The actions and attitudes of the Levite, the Benjamites, the man who first offered his own daughter? 

v. How the woman was physically pushed out the door to be abused all night while the men slept comfortably.

vi. How selfish the Levite was; apparently only concerned with self-preservation.

7. However I would like to focus on only two points reflecting on the Church as a Sanctuary
a. But first some context:

b. Tribe of Benjamin: God had given them a blessing to be a tribe of protection and safety. The Levite knew this and for this reason they pressed on into the night to reach Gibeah. Chapter 19:12-15. 

c. In Deuteronomy 33:12 - The people of Benjamin are loved by the Lord and live in safety beside him. He surrounds them continuously and preserves them from every harm.
d. Think about the Levite. What was the Levite’s role? They were responsible for things in the sanctuary but also offering sacrifices for the good of the people. What a contradiction; the Levite sacrifices his concubine for the good of himself. What a perversion of God’s purpose for this people. 
Point 1. Church as Sanctuary.
1. Within the limits of a tribe that should have understood and experienced the rest and safety of God, a woman was brutally abused. She died in the doorway with her hands just across the threshold.
a. What an image! How frequently as believers who have known the rest and safety of God have allowed the vulnerable and abused in our midst to die just outside our door
b. How many women living in a situation of domestic violence have been told to return to their abusive spouse? 
i. Justified response, wives should summit to husband, blaming women for being unsubmissive. Should forgive husband, offer grace.
2. How many survivors of sexual abuse have been left outside our sanctuary because of messages verbal but many times non-verbal such as “This is not the place to deal with your issues;” “that was so long ago, why can’t you just leave it in the past?” In effect, the message we can send, often unintentionally is “get up, let’s go.”
3. Have we been guilty of thinking or saying things like, “things in past are in the past, why can’t you just forget about it?”
4. How would you have felt being forced out to a group of perverse men who raped you all night? How could it be possible to see her and simply say, “Get up, let’s go!”? 
 If the tribe of Benjamin had reflected the God who blessed them with protection and security, this women would have found safety, relief and comfort like never before experienced.
 The Benjamites lost a great opportunity to demonstrate who our God is, our true refuge where we rest in security and protection.
 There is a challenge here, but oh that it would be our hope.
 This challenge and hope is that we as the church would never in the name of Christ be guilty of losing an opportunity like the Benjamites did to be the sanctuary of God. 
Point 2. The cost of establishing and maintaining the sanctuary.
1. Israel unites against Benjamin.
a. In 20:1-11 When the Israelites become aware of the horrific sin that occurred within their borders they united in an assembly as “one man”.
2. Israel asked Benjamin to hand over the men.
a. In 20:12-14 it is interesting that Israel first asked Benjamin to hand over the guilty men who abused and murdered the women.
3. The refusal
a. But the Benjamites refused to listen and promised to defend and protect the evil men showing misplaced loyalty, vowing to fight against their own brothers of Israel.
4. 1st Consult with the Lord 20:18 
a. After the Benjamites response, Israel consulted God at Bethel and God told them to fight against Benjamin 
i. Lost first battle 
1. Does it seem reasonable that if God sent them into battle He would also give them victory? But this was not the case. As we see in verse 21, Israel lost 22,000 in one day alone.
5. 2nd Consult with the Lord
a. This time crying and begging before the Lord but God sends them yet again.
i. Lost second battle
1. This time they lost 18,000. 
6. 3rd Consult with the Lord
a. 20:26-28 more crying, fasting and offering sacrifices asking if they should attack again and this time God says “yes” and that He would give them victory.
 The horrible sin of the Benjamites resulted in brother fighting against brother with great cost to many.

 But this was the only way to purify the sin in their midst. The holiness of God demands that we confront sin and in order to do that we must continually come before the Lord with tears, fasting, and sacrifice.

 This means that we must deal with our own sins.

 The cost was high but God continued to send Israel to fight knowing what it would cost. God did not make it easy for the Israelites. The effects of the rape and murder cost thousands of lives.

 If Benjamin had turned over the men in the first place so justice would be done, the cost and suffering to all of Israel would have been much less.

 When the body of Christ, whether by denial, minimization, justification or a conscious decision ignore these types of sin in our midst, the entire body of Christ suffers terribly as a result.

 What consequences would face the church today by indifference towards these type of sins?
 Why can there be a tendency to ignore these kinds of cases? Or even defend the abuser? 

 NFL case

 Obeying God in these circumstances can be very costly, both individually and corporately.
What could be some of cost for us today?
Was the life of one woman, a women who was just a concubine, worth the lives of 40,000 men?
1. The Christian life is a battle
a. If we are part of the church of God we are already in the middle of a war and the Word of God is very clear that this life is a battle for all those who love the Lord. However, it seems that very few are willing to accept its responsibility.

2. Injuries?
a. Yes, we are going to get hurt. Entering into the pain and suffering will affect us personally and God does not promise us that there will not be a cost.

3. Seek Him
a. But while we look to him, crying in His presence, He will empower us to fight.

b. God will give us the wisdom so we do not send people out of our doors to be abused and God will give us the courage to not allow anyone inside our walls to be without protection and safety. 

c. Jesus will give us open and sensitive hearts so that no one will die on our doorsteps and that all will be welcomed and protected.

4. Jesus will give courage and conviction
a. He will also give us courage and conviction to enter the battle knowing that whatever the cost, the highest price was already paid by Jesus on the cross, uniting us with our God who is our true refuge, strength, liberator, and protector.

5. This morning we as a church have a challenge, better yet, a divine call to be a sanctuary where we can live in holiness, offering protection, safety, transformation, and healing for all.

a. But we cannot in our own strength or actions. It’s only by the power of Jesus, and this requires death, death to ourselves. Christ calls us to give our lives, to surrender to Him.
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