In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – December 21, 2014
A Christmas Message - The Living Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us!
John 1:1-18
John 1:14 (NIV84) 14 The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
-----------

Most of us have heard the Christmas story many times. For us, then, it is important that we pause a bit longer and think a bit deeper into the reality that with the arrival of the Son of God in the form of a helpless babe, God the Father was displaying for us His glory that was full of grace and truth. Please join me in exploring God’s glory put on display in His Son. And, may it be that we will be overwhelmed by His glory as it comes to us with wave upon wave of His grace and His truth.
I would like to encourage you to dwell especially on verses 14 and 18. Consider what is really being said in those verses. Let the truth within them capture your imagination and leave you in awe.
	John 1:1–18 (NIV84) 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 
3 Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 
6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 
9 The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize Him. 11 He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him. 12 Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
14 The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
15 John testifies concerning Him. He cries out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because He was before me.’ ” 16 From the fullness of His grace we have all received one blessing after another. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made Him known.
	At the end of each story in this chapter …

REVIEW the story.

1. How did the story begin?

2. What happened next?

3. What happened in the middle?

4. What happened next?

5. How did the story end?

At the end of the whole chapter …

EVALUATE the chapter.

1. What did you like from this chapter?

2. What did you not like from this chapter?

3. What did you learn about people from this chapter?

4. What did you learn about God from this chapter?

5. What are you going to remember or do from this chapter?

Application: What difference does this make to you?




My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: __________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: ________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
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