Sunday, December 28, 2014 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Dr. Daniel Folden

A New Year’s Message – Driving anchors in 2015

2 Timothy 2:1-26

2 Timothy 2:15 (NIV84) 15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.

-----------

Isn’t it interesting how in our calendar Christmas Day and New Year’s Day are exactly one week apart? However the decision came to be to place Christmas Day in such close proximity to New Year’s Day, as I think about it, I can see great value in how preparing our hearts to more fully celebrate God’s gift of His Son as our Savior and Lord also prepares us well to welcome a new year. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says, If anyone is in Christ, he is a NEW creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 
For the previous four Sundays we have all welcomed the coming of Christ as our Savior and Lord. Let us now welcome the turning of the calendar page into a new year under new or more complete management with Jesus Christ leading us in our new or re-newed life in Him! Welcome Christ at Christmas and immediately start anew.
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Our sermon text is from 2 Timothy 2. I chose this text to lead us in thinking about the anchors each of us need to drive into the soil of our souls in order to live more fully with and for our Lord Jesus Christ. Most all of us by now have discovered first hand that to live a life that is honoring to the Lord, it takes a warrior mentality, or at least an athlete’s mindset. Victories are not often laid at our feet. Most only come with hard work, perseverance, and compliance with the rules of righteous living.
The changing of the calendar year provides an opportunity to look back to remember God’s faithfulness over this past year; to think about the progress we made in our walk with the Lord; to cherish the stronger bonds of friendship and the discovery of new friends; to think about the people in our lives who have taken big and small steps of faith to trust in Jesus more.
So, hopefully, we can come to the end of the year and have much praise on our lips for how Christ’s kingdom has advanced in our presence; in our homes, in our relationships, in our community, and in our church family.
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Now as our attention turns to the upcoming year, I believe our Lord is calling us to an even greater trust in Him. We were reminded last week from the testimony of John the Baptist, that our Lord’s grace is so full that it leads to us receiving from Him one blessing after another (John 1:16), like ocean waves coming up on the shore, one after another after another after another. When we walk closely with our Lord, even through the dark valley of death, we can still be the recipient of multiplied blessings. For there is no greater blessing than to have the constant companionship of our Lord Jesus Christ through every circumstance of life. Sometimes, maybe even most times, it’s in the tough times when we comprehend more completely the nearness of the One who loves us most deeply.
The Apostle’s Paul’s mission in life was to connect people to His loving Savior and powerful Lord; to assist them in establishing an eternal relationship with Jesus Christ. From Paul’s testimonies where he speaks of what happened to him as he sought to fulfill his mission, we become very aware that he had a warrior mentality, or at least an athlete’s mindset. One setback would hardly be enough to sidetrack him from what God had called him to do and to be.
As we turn to our text from 2 Timothy 2, we understand the context is Paul’s deep desire to preserve the achievements he had fought hard to win with the help of the Holy Spirit’s power. His spiritual son, Timothy, had made great progress in his walk with the Lord. He had become a great asset to Paul’s ministry in Ephesus. So much was Paul’s confidence in Timothy, that he left him in charge of the ministry there while he was in Rome or possibly after having set out on another missionary journey from Rome (1 Timothy 1:3-4).

The assignment Paul gave Timothy would have been a challenge for the most experienced and the most mature. So Paul’s concerns were grounded in some reality. Paul was not naïve to think Timothy could simply coast for the rest of his life and maintain his spiritual strength. He would need to deepen his anchors in the ground of God’s grace and truth in order to come out as a conqueror.
In that spirit of deepening anchors that keep us fastened to our Lord and the mission He has for us, I want to highlight what I see from our text as three anchors that need to be securely driven into the soil of our souls. These anchors will preserve us in the midst of the storms of life and attacks from our enemy. I trust you want these anchors driven deeply into your souls.
2 Timothy 2:1-13 (NIV84) 1 You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others. 3 Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs—he wants to please his commanding officer. 5 Similarly, if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not receive the victor’s crown unless he competes according to the rules. 6 The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the crops. 7 Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this. 

Paul was only too well acquainted with previous members of his ministry team who had recently deserted him. And it probably wasn’t for righteous reasons. So, likely, Paul sees all the more clearly his need to instruct Timothy in how he could become strong in Christ’s grace, how he must pass on what he has learned to reliable and faithful men who could teach others, and how he could be a good soldier who endures hardship. 
Essentially, Paul was trying to toughen up Timothy. For “the Christian cannot expect a fruitful spiritual life without perseverance and effort.”
 Psalm 126:5–6 (NIV84) 5 Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy. 6 He who goes out weeping, carrying seed to sow, will return with songs of joy, carrying sheaves with him. 

Central to these three challenges Paul issues to Timothy is God’s Word. Be strong in Christ’s grace. Entrust the Word to reliable men. Endure hardship while obeying God’s Word. 

Paul now clarifies the importance of God’s word in the verses that follow.
8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, 9 for which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God’s word is not chained. 10 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 

Paul instructs Timothy to keep remembering Christ’s resurrection from the dead and His earthly lineage, thus combining His deity and humanity into one Person. Paul says that without the resurrection the Christian message is emptied of its essential content. 
 Paul is also raising the bar for Timothy regarding the toughness he is hoping Timothy will attain. And notice, Paul is not embarrassed to challenge Timothy to prepare to make it through similar circumstances that Paul presently is in. Paul is able to make such a challenge because his mission is not about him or Timothy, but about the proclamation and advancement of the Gospel. His arms and his legs may be chained, but God’s Word will not be chained.
So Paul summarizes his challenge thus far: 11 Here is a trustworthy saying: If we died with Him, we will also live with Him; 12 if we endure, we will also reign with Him. If we disown Him, He will also disown us; 13 if we are faithless, He will remain faithful, for He cannot disown Himself. 

Our Christian life starts with our death. That’s how we get reborn into Christ’s life. Our endurance leads to our reigning with Christ in His kingdom. But, we can throw it all away by disowning Him. But our faithlessness will not affect at all Christ’s faithfulness. He will remain faithful regardless our response to His gifts and invitations.
With that, we’re now ready to look for the three anchors that each of us need to drive into the soil of our lifestyles so we can live more fully with and for our Lord Jesus Christ. I’ve identified these three anchors: 1. The Word of God. 2. Righteous Relationships. 3. Love for People without Christ. Let’s see if I’ve identified them correctly.
2 Timothy 2:14–26 (NIV84) 14 Keep reminding them of these things. Warn them before God against quarreling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. 15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. 
Here’s our first anchor: the Word of God. Paul instructs Timothy to keep presenting himself to God as one who correctly handles the word of truth. He is to keep presenting himself to God for inspection and examination. “Lord, how am I doing with the way I handle Your word? Are You pleased with how I use it personally? Are you pleased with how I share it with others?” 

Paul cautions Timothy to steer clear of insincere religionists who dishonor the word when they resist letting God’s word change their lives for righteousness and Christ’s glory.

16 Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will become more and more ungodly. 17 Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18 who have wandered away from the truth. They say that the resurrection has already taken place, and they destroy the faith of some. 19 Nevertheless, God’s solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription: “The Lord knows those who are His,” and, “Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness.” 
In this particular case, these false teachers were diminishing the significance of Christ’s bodily resurrection by saying that Christ’s resurrection was only what happens when they were baptized. Christ’s was a mystical resurrection, not a real physical resurrection.
This highlights how important is it that we drive the anchor of God’s Word into the soil of our lives so we have a solid foundation on which to stand and thus to be able to stand firm in Christ.

20 In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay; some are for noble purposes and some for ignoble. 21 If a man cleanses himself from the latter, he will be an instrument for noble purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work. 
With God’s Word anchored deep in the soil of our souls, we are cleansed from impurity by that Word, making us instruments for noble purposes, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work.

In my Christmas Eve message, I took note of both Mary, the mother of Jesus, and Simeon, the devout man who was looking for the consolation of Israel, for the obvious preparations they made in their lives to make them ready for whatever God might want to do through their lives. I strongly suggested that it was because of their preparations that God was delighted to have them participate in some very significant roles in bringing His Son into the world.
Both Mary and Simeon had driven the Word of God into the soil of their souls, making them ready and on call to respond affirmatively to whatever God would call them to do.

1. So, our first anchor to be driven into our souls, the Word of God.
2. The second anchor is Righteous Relationships. 
22 Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 23 Don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels. 
Notice, Paul is not simply urging Timothy to be pure in heart apart from his relationships, but that he is to establish a corps of relationships with the common purpose of encouraging each other to maintain pure hearts. They were to cheer each other on to flee evil and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace. This was a team objective, not just going solo. 
Folks, some of you will not succeed in this challenge if you go after it solo. You need a companion warrior. And not just to stay away from evil, but to pursue righteousness. Occupy yourself with team events in pursuing righteousness, faith, love and peace and find your craving for evil diminish.

This is our second anchor that we need to drive into the soil of our souls. The anchor of Righteous Relationships.
We heard about this second anchor earlier in verse 3. 3 Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. So, who is your companion warrior? Or better still, who are your companion warriors? Don’t be trying to go it alone this next year. Don’t try to do it alone next year! O.K.?
Here at New Heights we offer multiple ways to team up with others as partnering warriors. I believe it starts right here each Sunday morning. Both are Sunday School ministry and our Worship Service assist you in initiating relationships for the purpose of pursuing righteousness, faith, love and peace. In our Sunday School classes we promote the activity of praying with and for at least one other person each Sunday. In our Worship Services we promote the activity of engaging in conversation around God’s Word, hopefully developing your ability to speak from God’s Word a word of encouragement to another person. 

We then have home fellowship groups where you can be known more intimately and develop supportive relationships, be prayed for and encouraged to walk with Christ faithfully.

3. The third anchor is A Love for People without Christ. 
Paul speaks next about not quarreling. By the title of this third anchor, I’m not suggesting that quarreling is only what can happen with unbelievers. I’m sure he would say we shouldn’t be quarreling with our brothers and sisters in Christ, as well. But it does appear that the context of Paul’s next words has more to do with those who are unbelievers than with fellow believers. For that reason I’m keeping the clarification that we need to drive an anchor of love for people without Christ in the soil of our souls. Let’s commit to loving people who are without Christ.
24 And the Lord’s servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25 Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26 and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will. 

This is our third anchor that we need to drive into the soil of our souls. A Love for People without Christ. The focus of our love is the hope that because of our kindness and gentle instruction that God will grant them repentance that leads them to know the truth, escaping the devil’s trap and escaping being held captive to his will.
What Paul is speaking to Timothy about is cultivating relationships with those who oppose Christ. But it’s even more than just cultivating relationships with unbelievers, it’s preparing to do what’s best for these precious people. It’s fostering a desire and hope for their salvation. It’s taking an interest in the most important issue facing every person in this world: How does a person get free from being held captive to the will of the devil? 
We who have the answer to this question, also have an obligation to invest ourselves in driving the anchor of A Love for People without Christ into the soil of our soul.

How much does it occupy our thoughts and prayers, this love for people without Christ? Have we written up prayer cards that we pray from at least weekly for the people God has brought into our lives who need Christ? Are we getting together with them or interacting with them enough so we have heard their heart’s cry or even their objections to Christ’s message of hope? How have we ordered our calendar so that we can spend time with them so they can see the fruit of our life in Christ, the joy of knowing Him? And what will the fruit look like? No quarreling but gentle instruction. That means listening well and preparing to answer their genuine concerns.

So, there you have your three anchors to drive into the soil of your life so that you will live more fully with and for our Lord Jesus Christ. #1. The Anchor of the Word of God. #2. The Anchor of Righteous Relationships. This second anchor has a three lane bridge that naturally leads to the third anchor. Lane 1. Congregational Worship. Lane 2. Companion Warriors. Lane 3. Compelling Witnesses. This combination of three parallel lanes prepares you for your #3. Anchor of genuinely loving people without Christ.
Since the Word of God is so foundational for the other two anchors, I speak to this anchor a little bit more. A steady diet of God’s Word is what will keep our relationship with Christ fresh. It will also be the glue that bonds our relationships with our fellow believers. And, a steady diet of God’s Word will bring the wisdom we need to keep growing in our relationships with unbelievers, always being prepared to give an answer for the hope that is within us in Christ. 
So, how do we maintain a steady diet of God’s Word? How do we keep driving this anchor deep into our soul? 

I believe it starts with an executable plan. We need a plan that we can carry out. We need a Bible reading plan. We need a Bible memorization plan. We need a Bible instruction plan. We need a Bible dialog and interaction with others plan.

A year ago or so I challenged you to be reading the Bible broadly, frequently and muchly. One plan I spoke of was to consider an aggressive plan to read 20 to 50 chapters from your Bible every week. I’d like to report to you that for the year beginning in the middle of August 2013 through the middle of August 2014, I embarked on this plan and at the end of the year I had averaged reading 50 chapters a week. Since then my average has slipped to around 40 chapters per week. But, it was a plan that was executable for me, though it clearly took discipline and perseverance and was often inconvenient.

But, I believe my life has been greatly enriched for having executed that plan; enough so, that I’m continuing, though at a less aggressive pace.

So, what will be your Bible reading plan for 2015? May I be so bold as to say, if you want to grow stronger as a Christian and defeat the enemy is his schemes against you, it is absolutely a must that you be taking into your mind and soul quantities of God Word. You need to do it frequently. And your intake of God’s Word needs to be representative of the whole of the Word, thus a broad sweep of the Bible.
Will you commit to drawing up a Bible reading or listening plan in the next day or two? And will you find yourself a companion warrior and also be one for someone else?
There you have it: three anchors to drive deeper into the soil of your soul this coming year: The Anchor of God’s Word. The Anchor of Righteous Relationships. The Anchor of A Love for People without Christ.

I trust you will take up this challenge to grow stronger in your walk with our dear Savior, Jesus Christ.

If you did just two things starting on Thursday, New Year’s Day, one being implement a Bible reading or listening plan, one that is aggressive for you, and two, find yourself a faithful companion warrior, I would not be surprised that in very short order you will be experiencing a new dimension of what it means to be a Christian. You may hear your companion warrior speaking to you words similar to the Apostle Paul, You then, my friend, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. …  Endure hardship with me like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. … Remember friend, if we endure, we will also reign with Him.
What say you? Are you ready to drive some anchors in your soul today?

Amen.

Now, let’s talk about this.
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