In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – January 11, 2015
Highlights in Acts: Lessons from how Paul discerned the Lord’s leading!
Acts 15:36-41; 16:1-15
Acts 16:14 (NIV84) 10 After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.
-----------

A quick. Acts 9: God orchestrates the conversion of Saul by engaging Ananias and Barnabas as active participants. Acts 10: God orchestrates a change of heart and mind in Peter towards the inclusion of Gentiles as participants in God’s salvation. Acts 11: Saul is brought back into active ministry by Barnabas inviting him to join him in strengthening the disciples in Antioch. Acts 12: God sovereignly preserves Peter’s life from Herod’s clutches while allowing him to take the life of James with the sword. Acts 13: Barnabas and Saul/Paul are sent by the church in Antioch to proclaim the word of God to the ends of the earth. In Pisidian Antioch the Gentiles welcomed the Word and the Jews were jealous. Acts 14: As Paul and Barnabas continue on their missionary journey, fierce opposition to the gospel accounts for the gospel being heard and received by even more people in Iconium, Lystra and Derbe. Acts 15: Paul and Barnabas boldly defend the gospel of grace and affirm the plan by James to maintain the unity between Jewish and Gentile believers.

Now in Acts 16: As Paul and Barnabas make plans to visit the new believers from there first missionary journey, a dispute over John Mark separates them. The result was two mission teams. In that context it’s interesting that we can learn from Paul about listening to Jesus as we follow Him.
	Acts 15:36-41 (NIV84) 36 Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us go back and visit the brothers in all the towns where we preached the word of the Lord and see how they are doing.”
[image: image1.png]37 Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, 38 but Paul did not think it wise to take him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the work. 39 They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord. 41 He went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches. 

Acts 16:1-15 (NIV84) 1 He came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where a disciple named Timothy lived, whose mother was a Jewess and a believer, but whose father was a Greek. 2 The brothers at Lystra and Iconium spoke well of him. 

3 Paul wanted to take him along on the journey, so he circumcised him because of the Jews who lived in that area, for they all knew that his father was a Greek. 

4 As they traveled from town to town, they delivered the decisions reached by the apostles and elders in Jerusalem for the people to obey. 5 So the churches were strengthened in the faith and grew daily in numbers. 

6 Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. 7 When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. 8 So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. 9 During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. 

11 From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next day on to Neapolis. 12 From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district of Macedonia. And we stayed there several days. 

13 On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. 

14 One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. 15 When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. “If you consider me a believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us. 
	At the end of each story in this chapter …

REVIEW the story.

1. How did the story begin?

2. What happened next?

3. What happened in the middle?

4. What happened next?

5. How did the story end?

What can we learn from how Paul made decision? How did he discern the Lord’s leading and direction for his life?
15:36 What’s behind his vision?
15:37-40 What’s behind the sharp disagreement between Barnabas and Paul? Why did Paul think Mark was a liability? Where is the Lord in this separation?
15:40b How did the church in Antioch respond to the two new mission teams?
15:36, 41 For what purpose did Paul want to go back to where they had preached the word?
16:1-2 What do we know about Paul’s previous visit in Lystra? Was this Paul’s first acquaintance with Timothy and his family?
16:3-5 Why did Paul circumcise Timothy, especially after the big debate over circumcision in Jerusalem, the very decision they were delivering?
How broad was Paul’s ministry in this area and what was the impact?
16:6-10 What indicators does Luke record for us that helped Paul decide where he would go next?
16:11-12 How would you compare their travel between Iconium and Troas with their travel between Troas and Philippi?
16:13-15 What value did honoring the Sabbath have for expanding Paul’s ministry?
How did God orchestrate the meeting of Paul and Lydia?
At the end of the whole chapter …

EVALUATE the chapter.

1. What did you like from this chapter?

2. What did you not like from this chapter?

3. What did you learn about people from this chapter?

4. What did you learn about God from this chapter?

5. What are you going to remember or do from this chapter?

Application: What difference does this make to you?




My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: __________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: ________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
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