In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – February 22, 2015
Highlights in Acts: The gospel advances against all odds!

Acts 17:1–15
Acts 17:4, 12 (NIV84) 4 Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of God-fearing Greeks and not a few prominent women. - 12 Many of the Jews believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek women and many Greek men.
-----------

A quick review. Acts 9: God orchestrates the conversion of Saul by engaging Ananias and Barnabas as active participants. Acts 10: God orchestrates a change of heart and mind in Peter towards the inclusion of Gentiles as participants in God’s salvation. Acts 11: Saul is brought back into active ministry by Barnabas inviting him to join him in strengthening the disciples in Antioch. Acts 12: God sovereignly preserves Peter’s life from Herod’s clutches while allowing him to take the life of James with the sword. Acts 13: Barnabas and Saul/Paul are sent by the church in Antioch to proclaim the word of God to the ends of the earth. In Pisidian Antioch the Gentiles welcomed the Word and the Jews were jealous. Acts 14: As Paul and Barnabas continue on their missionary journey, fierce opposition to the gospel accounts for the gospel being heard and received by even more people in Iconium, Lystra and Derbe. Acts 15: Paul and Barnabas boldly defend the gospel of grace and affirm the plan by James to maintain the unity between Jewish and Gentile believers. Acts 16: As Paul and Barnabas make plans to visit the new believers from their first missionary journey, a dispute over John Mark separates them. The result was two mission teams. We learn from Paul about listening to Jesus as we follow Him. Acts 17: Having set out on his second missionary journey with his initial itinerary being extended to include Philippi, where he is forced out, Paul preaches in Thessalonica and Berea, where he is again forced to leave and goes to Athens. 
	Acts 17:1–34 (NIV84) 

1 When they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. 2 As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead. “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ,” he said. 4 Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of God-fearing Greeks and not a few prominent women. 
5 But the Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the marketplace, formed a mob and started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason’s house in search of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to the crowd. 6 But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other brothers before the city officials, shouting: “These men who have caused trouble all over the world have now come here, 7 and Jason has welcomed them into his house. They are all defying Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus.” 8 When they heard this, the crowd and the city officials were thrown into turmoil. 9 Then they made Jason and the others post bond and let them go. 
10 As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On arriving there, they went to the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. 12 Many of the Jews believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek women and many Greek men. 
13 When the Jews in Thessalonica learned that Paul was preaching the word of God at Berea, they went there too, agitating the crowds and stirring them up. 14 The brothers immediately sent Paul to the coast, but Silas and Timothy stayed at Berea. 15 The men who escorted Paul brought him to Athens and then left with instructions for Silas and Timothy to join him as soon as possible. 

	At the end of each story in this chapter …

REVIEW the story.

1. How did the story begin?

2. What happened next?

3. What happened in the middle?

4. What happened next?

5. How did the story end?

17:1-4 What is the significance for Paul that he found a Jewish synagogue in Thessalonica? 

What message was uppermost in Paul’s heart to make known to these Jews? 

What Scriptures would Paul have used to persuade these Jews of his message?
17:5-9 What complicates the proclamation of the gospel in Thessalonica?
What are the reasons Paul’s opponents cite for why he should not be allowed in Thessalonica?

Why would Paul even try to bring the gospel to a city like Thessalonica if this is the reception he could expect? (Cf. 1Thessalonians 1:1-3:5)
17:10-15 What are the similarities and contrasts with Berea to Thessalonica?

How did the Berean Jews come to have such a high regard for the Scriptures? (cf. 1 Peter 1:10; Acts 16:14)
What difference does it make for a people who already have respect for God’s Word when the gospel is preached? (cf. 17:4 & 12)
What do you think was Paul’s strategy in Berea when the Jewish opposition came to town?

At the end of the whole chapter …

EVALUATE the chapter.

1. What did you like from this chapter?

2. What did you not like from this chapter?

3. What did you learn about people from this chapter?

4. What did you learn about God from this chapter?

5. What are you going to remember or do from this chapter?

Application: How does Paul’s evangelistic ministries in Thessalonica and Berea give you ideas for your evangelistic strategy in your setting?

Is your setting more like Thessalonica, Berea (or Athens, which this study has not touched on)?




My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: __________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: ________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
