In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – March 8, 2015
Highlights in Acts: Teachable gospel preachers!

Acts 18:23-19:20
Acts 18:26 (NIV84) 26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately.
-----------

Paul’s third missionary journey. Acts 18:23ff As with his previous two mission trips, Paul is sent out by the church in Antioch, Syria. While making his way to Ephesus, he visits Christians in Galatia and Phrygia. Prior to Paul’s arrival, Apollos comes to Ephesus and is instructed by Priscilla and Aquila in the way of the Lord. Before Paul arrives, Apollos leaves for Corinth. Paul then teaches the disciples in Ephesus for two years.
	Acts 18:23–28 (NIV84) 
23 After spending some time in Antioch, Paul set out from there and traveled from place to place throughout the region of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples.
24 Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John. 26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately. 
27 When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples there to welcome him. On arriving, he was a great help to those who by grace had believed. 28 For he vigorously refuted the Jews in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ. 
Acts 19:1-20 (NIV84) 1 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples 2 and asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” 
They answered, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 
3 So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?” 
“John’s baptism,” they replied. 
4 Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 7 There were about twelve men in all. 

8 Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively about the kingdom of God. 9 But some of them became obstinate; they refused to believe and publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. 10 This went on for two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord. 
11 God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left them. 
13 Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who were demon-possessed. They would say, “In the name of Jesus, whom Paul preaches, I command you to come out.” 14 Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. 15 One day the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and I know about Paul, but who are you?” 16 Then the man who had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered them all. He gave them such a beating that they ran out of the house naked and bleeding. 
17 When this became known to the Jews and Greeks living in Ephesus, they were all seized with fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honor. 18 Many of those who believed now came and openly confessed their evil deeds. 19 A number who had practiced sorcery brought their scrolls together and burned them publicly. When they calculated the value of the scrolls, the total came to fifty thousand drachmas. 20 In this way the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power. 


	At the end of each story in this chapter …

REVIEW the story.

1. How did the story begin?

2. What happened next?

3. What happened in the middle?

4. What happened next?

5. How did the story end?

18:23 What Galatian and Phrygian cities would have been included?
18:24 What does this “meanwhile” mean? Where is Alexandria? What does this verse tell us about Ephesus? What stands out about Apollos?
18:25 What were the strengths of Apollos’ knowledge? What were his deficits?

18:26 What did Priscilla & Aquila discover about the teaching of Apollos? How did they respond to their discovery?
18:27-28 Where is Achaia? How did it come about that Apollos went to Achaia? What did he do there?

19:1 How is the “while” of v.1 similar to the “meanwhile of 18:24? What was Paul doing while Apollos was in Corinth?

19:1b-3 What did Paul discover about the disciples in Ephesus?

19:4-7 How significant was Paul’s discovery? What difference did it make to these disciples?

When it comes to Christianity, is a baptism of repentance enough for genuine salvation?
19:8 Is Paul’s message about the kingdom of God different from his message that Jesus is the Christ (cf.18:5)?

19:9 Compare this verse with 18:6-7.
19:10 How does preaching in a lecture hall for two years translate into everyone in Asia heard the word of the Lord?

19:11-20 What is the point of the story of the seven sons of Sceva? 
What impact did the beating of these sons by the evil spirit have on Paul’s evangelism?
Could the spread of the word of the Lord following the events of Sceva’s son have happened without the prior preaching of Paul in the lecture hall of Tyrannus?
At the end of the whole chapter …

EVALUATE the chapter.

1. What did you like from this chapter?

2. What did you not like from this chapter?

3. What did you learn about people from this chapter?

4. What did you learn about God from this chapter?

5. What are you going to remember or do from this chapter?

Application: What is the role of the church’s Bible teaching ministry in your life?

How is the word of the Lord impacting your life and witness?



My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: __________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: ________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
