In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – March 29, 2015 – Palm Sunday
Overview of Mark: Jesus’ Gentile Trial and Execution (as the King of Israel and the Jews)
Mark 15:1–47
Mark 15:2, 26 (NIV84) 2 “Are You the King of the Jews?” asked Pilate. “Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied. - 26 The written notice of the charge against Him read: the king of the jews.
-----------

This study is part of a Four Week Preaching Series from Mark chapters 13-16. As you prepare yourself to hear well the upcoming sermon from each chapter, consider reading through the entire chapter, responding to the questions listed in the right hand column. May the Lord bless and encourage you from His Word!
	Mark 15:1–47 (NIV84) 

1 Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the law and the whole Sanhedrin, reached a decision. They bound Jesus, led Him away and handed Him over to Pilate. 
2 “Are You the King of the Jews?” asked Pilate. 

“Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied. 
3 The chief priests accused Him of many things. 4 So again Pilate asked Him, “Aren’t You going to answer? See how many things they are accusing You of.” 
5 But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed. 
6 Now it was the custom at the Feast to release a prisoner whom the people requested. 7 A man called Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists who had committed murder in the uprising. 8 The crowd came up and asked Pilate to do for them what he usually did. 
9 “Do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?” asked Pilate, 10 knowing it was out of envy that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him. 11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas instead. 
12 “What shall I do, then, with the one you call the King of the Jews?” Pilate asked them. 
13 “Crucify Him!” they shouted. 
14 “Why? What crime has He committed?” asked Pilate. 
But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify Him!” 
15 Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus flogged, and handed Him over to be crucified. 
16 The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) and called together the whole company of soldiers. 17 They put a purple robe on Him, then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on Him. 18 And they began to call out to Him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19 Again and again they struck Him on the head with a staff and spit on Him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage to Him. 20 And when they had mocked Him, they took off the purple robe and put His own clothes on Him. Then they led Him out to crucify Him. 
21 A certain man from Cyrene **, Simon, the father of Alexander and Rufus, was passing by on his way in from the country, and they forced him to carry the cross. 22 They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means The Place of the Skull). 23 Then they offered Him wine mixed with myrrh, but He did not take it. 24 And they crucified Him. Dividing up His clothes, they cast lots to see what each would get. 
25 It was the third hour when they crucified Him. 26 The written notice of the charge against Him read: the king of the jews. 27 They crucified two robbers with Him, one on His right and one on His left. 29 Those who passed by hurled insults at Him, shaking their heads and saying, “So! You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, 30 come down from the cross and save Yourself!” 
31 In the same way the chief priests and the teachers of the law mocked Him among themselves. “He saved others,” they said, “but He can’t save Himself! 32 Let this Christ, this King of Israel, come down now from the cross, that we may see and believe.” Those crucified with Him also heaped insults on Him. 
33 At the sixth hour darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour. 34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”—which means, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” 
35 When some of those standing near heard this, they said, “Listen, He’s calling Elijah.” 
36 One man ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. “Now leave Him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to take Him down,” he said. 
37 With a loud cry, Jesus breathed His last. 
38 The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 39 And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, heard His cry and saw how He died, he said, “Surely this man was the Son of God!” 
40 Some women were watching from a distance. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41 In Galilee these women had followed Him and cared for His needs. Many other women who had come up with Him to Jerusalem were also there. 
42 It was Preparation Day (that is, the day before the Sabbath). So as evening approached, 43 Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. 44 Pilate was surprised to hear that He was already dead. Summoning the centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already died. 45 When he learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph. 46 So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, wrapped it in the linen, and placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. 47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where He was laid. 


	At the end of each story in this chapter …

REVIEW the story.

1. How did the story begin?

2. What happened next?

3. What happened in the middle?

4. What happened next?

5. How did the story end?

15:1-5 Why do you think Jesus answered Pilate’s question but refused to answer the chief priest’s accusations?
15:6-15 What caused the crowd to go against Jesus at this point? 
Was this the same crowd whom the chief priests feared and because of that fear initially planned to not kill Jesus during the Feast?
How would you describe Pilate’s commitment to justice and Roman law?
15:16-20 How many soldiers constituted a “company” of soldiers? 
What is the significance of a “purple” robe? 
Why thorns for a crown? Any symbolism in a crown of thorns?
Why did they even bother removing the purple robe?
15:21-32 What significance should we see in an African/Roman being “chosen” to help carry the cross for Jesus? 
Note: Paul includes a greeting to “Rufus” in Romans 16:13, suggesting a connection to Rome.
Note: two Latin words for skull; cranium and calvaria. A Latin version of the Bible calls this place Calvary.
For what purpose would they offer Jesus wine with myrrh? What do you conclude after reading Psalm 69:21 and Psalm 22:18 after reading vv. 23-24?
Note: Mark’s “third hour” is 9:00 AM.
What statement is God making to have His Son crucified between two robbers?
What two contrasting currents are flowing in this story highlighted by Christ dying and the soldiers and passersby mocking?
15:33-39 Note: The time period is from noon until 3:00 PM. 
In addition to Jesus’ last words before He died, what other things were going on that indicated God was ordering the events associated with His Son’s death?

15:40-41 What is being suggested by the presence of many women at Christ’s death?

15:42-47 What day of the week is Preparation Day?
What strikes you about the man Joseph of Arimathea?
At the end of the whole chapter …

EVALUATE the chapter.

1. What did you like from this chapter?

2. What did you not like from this chapter?

3. What did you learn about people from this chapter?

4. What did you learn about God from this chapter?

5. What are you going to remember or do from this chapter?



	1. Praise or thank God for something you learned. __________________

2. Confess any struggle you may have obeying what you learned. __________________

3. Ask God for something for yourself or someone else based on what you have learned. _______________
---------------------------
** CYRENE, CYRENIANS* City and its people on the coast of North Africa that was the capital of Cyrenaica. It was founded in the seventh century bc by Greeks who engaged primarily in agricultural pursuits. Herodotus comments in his fifth-century bc Histories that “the land of Cyrene, the highest of that part of Libya which is inhabited by Nomads, has the remarkable peculiarity of three separate harvest-seasons … making for the fortunate people of Cyrene, a continuous autumn of eight months on end” (4.199). It was conquered by Alexander the Great in 331 bc and later became a part of the Roman Empire. During the period of the NT, the city contained a large Jewish population that had come from Alexandria. One such person, named Simon, was visiting Jerusalem during the Passover feast the year Jesus Christ was crucified and was forced to carry his cross (Mt 27:32). Fifty days later Peter preached to Jews from Cyrene on Pentecost day in Jerusalem (Acts 2:10). Stephen was attacked by Jews associated with a synagogue that included people of Cyrene (6:9), some of whom were later converted and became preachers (11:20). They appear to have traveled as far north as Antioch, where a prominent Christian teacher was Lucius of Cyrene (13:1).
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