In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – April 5, 2015 – Easter Sunday
Overview of Mark: Jesus’ Resurrection (& a preview of Acts & how the gospel came to us)
Mark 16:1–20
Mark 16:6 (NIV84) 6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid Him.
-----------

This study is part of a Four Week Preaching Series from Mark chapters 13-16. As you prepare yourself to hear well the upcoming sermon from each chapter, consider reading through the entire chapter, responding to the questions listed in the right hand column. May the Lord bless and encourage you from His Word!
	Mark 16:1–20 (NIV84) 

1 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb 3 and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?” 
4 But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed. 
6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid Him. 7 But go, tell His disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see Him, just as He told you.’ ” 
8 Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid. 
9 When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had driven seven demons. 10 She went and told those who had been with Him and who were mourning and weeping. 11 When they heard that Jesus was alive and that she had seen Him, they did not believe it. 
12 Afterward Jesus appeared in a different form to two of them while they were walking in the country. 13 These returned and reported it to the rest; but they did not believe them either. 
14 Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they were eating; He rebuked them for their lack of faith and their stubborn refusal to believe those who had seen Him after He had risen. 
15 He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. 16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: In My name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.” 
19 After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, He was taken up into heaven and He sat at the right hand of God. 20 Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed His word by the signs that accompanied it. 


	At the end of each story in this chapter …

REVIEW the story.

1. How did the story begin?

2. What happened next?

3. What happened in the middle?

4. What happened next?

5. How did the story end?

16:1-8 Why do you think Mary, Mary and Salome felt the need to anoint Jesus’ body after it had already been placed in the tomb prior?
1-2 What is the difference in timing of “the Sabbath being over” and “very early on the first day of the week?” Is this simply the differential between the decision to anoint His body and the time of their arrival at the tomb?
3 Why had they not made prior arrangements for others to help them move the stone? 
4-5 Had you been with the women, how would you have responded to seeing the stone already moved? Would you have entered the tomb?

6-7 What details did the man dressed in white give for the absence of Jesus’ body? … and where He was going?

8 What do you make of the women’s responses to what they had seen and heard at the tomb?

16:9-11 From whose perspective is the narrative now written? 
10 Is there an intentional contrast being set up here between the women who went to the tomb to anoint Jesus and Mary Magdalene? What would it be? Do the other Gospels shed more light on the actions of all these women? What would be the point?

11 How does the response to Mary Magdalene compare with the responses of the women who went to anoint Jesus’ body?
16:12-13 Is this the occasion of Jesus walking on the road to Emmaus? Why does Mark bring up again that the report of Jesus being alive is not believed?
16:14-18 Is this the point of Mark chapter 16, that Jesus’ followers didn’t believe even when they saw their Lord?

Between verses 14 & 15, where is the resolution to the disciples’ disbelief?

15-16 “Preach” and “believe” seems to be Jesus’ answer to disbelief. How does this make any sense? How can Jesus’ disciples go out and preach what they don’t believe? So, what is the implied resolution?
17-18 What difficulties do you see in these verses? Are there examples of these things actually happening, like with Paul on the island of Malta (Acts 28:3)?
16:19-20 How do these two verses describe our present relationship with Jesus? Where is He and what is He doing? How is He doing His work?
At the end of the whole chapter …

EVALUATE the chapter.

1. What did you like from this chapter?

2. What did you not like from this chapter?

3. What did you learn about people from this chapter?

4. What did you learn about God from this chapter?

5. What are you going to remember or do from this chapter?



	1. Praise or thank God for something you learned. __________________

2. Confess any struggle you may have obeying what you learned. __________________

3. Ask God for something for yourself or someone else based on what you have learned. _______________
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