In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – April 19, 2015
Highlights in Acts: Sharing the gospel is not a safe activity!

Acts 20:1-12
Acts 20:2-3 (NIV84) 2 He traveled through that area, speaking many words of encouragement to the people, and finally arrived in Greece, 3 where he stayed three months. Because the Jews made a plot against him just as he was about to sail for Syria, he decided to go back through Macedonia.
-----------

Paul’s third missionary journey. Acts 18:23-21:16. As with his previous two mission trips, Paul is sent out by the church in Antioch, Syria. While making his way to Ephesus, he visits Christians in Galatia and Phrygia. Prior to Paul’s arrival, Apollos comes to Ephesus and is instructed by Priscilla and Aquila in the way of the Lord. Before Paul arrives, Apollos leaves for Corinth. Acts 19 is devoted to Paul’s ministry in Ephesus, lasting over two years. Acts 20 tells of Paul’s extensive travels from Ephesus to Greece, visiting old friends along the way and doing extensive teaching with his disciples, all while trying to return to Jerusalem by Pentecost. Acts 21:1-16 records the drama of Paul’s anticipated arrival back in Jerusalem, concluding his third mission’s trip.
	Acts 20:1–12 (NIV84) 

Through Macedonia and Greece
1 When the uproar had ended, Paul sent for the disciples and, after encouraging them, said good-by and set out for Macedonia. 2 He traveled through that area, speaking many words of encouragement to the people, and finally arrived in Greece, 3 where he stayed three months. Because the Jews made a plot against him just as he was about to sail for Syria, he decided to go back through Macedonia. 4 He was accompanied by Sopater son of Pyrrhus from Berea, Aristarchus and Secundus from Thessalonica, Gaius from Derbe, Timothy also, and Tychicus and Trophimus from the province of Asia. 5 These men went on ahead and waited for us at Troas. 6 But we sailed from Philippi after the Feast of Unleavened Bread, and five days later joined the others at Troas, where we stayed seven days. 
Eutychus Raised From the Dead at Troas
7 On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. Paul spoke to the people and, because he intended to leave the next day, kept on talking until midnight. 8 There were many lamps in the upstairs room where we were meeting. 9 Seated in a window was a young man named Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep as Paul talked on and on. When he was sound asleep, he fell to the ground from the third story and was picked up dead. 10 Paul went down, threw himself on the young man and put his arms around him. “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “He’s alive!” 11 Then he went upstairs again and broke bread and ate. After talking until daylight, he left. 12 The people took the young man home alive and were greatly comforted. 


	At the end of each story in this chapter …

REVIEW the story.

1. How did the story begin?

2. What happened next?

3. What happened in the middle?

4. What happened next?

5. How did the story end?

20:1-6 What was the uproar that Luke is referring to in verse 1? 

How often have we seen Paul returning to places where he had ministered so he could see how the believers were doing and encourage them? How many cities and times can you cite?
(v.3) What caused Paul to change his travel route back to Jerusalem? 
What if any were the benefits to this change?
Troas is the destination for what could be called a 7-Day Conference with Paul’s team of apprentices. Who gathered for this conference in Troas? Who walked and who sailed to Troas?
At the end of the whole chapter …

EVALUATE the chapter.

1. What did you like from this chapter?

2. What did you not like from this chapter?

3. What did you learn about people from this chapter?

4. What did you learn about God from this chapter?

5. What are you going to remember or do from this chapter?

20:7-12 Was Sunday the culmination of the 7-Day conference in Troas?

Was a communion service the culminating activity for this gathering of Paul’s friends and apprentices?
(v.8) Do you think it was the carbon dioxide from the burning lamps that made Eutychus fall asleep?
How did the accident with Eutychus impact the outcome of the final (and extended, overnight) service where Paul spoke?
Application: How does God take what was meant for evil (the plot against Paul in v.3) and turn it into something better?

How does the accidental fall of Eutychus add to the teaching ministry of Paul in Troas? Is this another way that God turns a bad event into something good that gives praise to Him?



My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: __________________________
My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: ________________________________
