In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – May 3, 2015
Highlights in Acts: Ready to be bound, ready to die, for the name of our Lord Jesus!

Acts 21:1-19
Acts 21:13 (NIV84) 13 Then Paul answered, “Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.”
-----------

Paul’s third missionary journey. Acts 18:23-21:16. As with his previous two mission trips, Paul is sent out by the church in Antioch, Syria. While making his way to Ephesus, he visits Christians in Galatia and Phrygia. Prior to Paul’s arrival, Apollos comes to Ephesus and is instructed by Priscilla and Aquila in the way of the Lord. Before Paul arrives, Apollos leaves for Corinth. Acts 19 is devoted to Paul’s two year plus ministry in Ephesus. Acts 20 tells of Paul’s extensive travels from Ephesus to Greece, visiting friends along the way and doing extensive teaching with his disciples, all while trying to return to Jerusalem by Pentecost. Of particular importance is the conference in Miletus that Paul holds for the elders from the church in Ephesus. Acts 21:1-19 records the drama of Paul’s anticipated arrival back in Jerusalem, concluding his third mission’s trip.
	Acts 21:1–19 (NIV84) 

On to Jerusalem – Miletus to Tyre, Syria
1 After we had torn ourselves away from them, we put out to sea and sailed straight to Cos. The next day we went to Rhodes and from there to Patara. 2 We found a ship crossing over to Phoenicia, went on board and set sail. 3 After sighting Cyprus and passing to the south of it, we sailed on to Syria. We landed at Tyre, where our ship was to unload its cargo. 4 Finding the disciples there, we stayed with them seven days. Through the Spirit they urged Paul not to go on to Jerusalem. 5 But when our time was up, we left and continued on our way. All the disciples and their wives and children accompanied us out of the city, and there on the beach we knelt to pray. 6 After saying good-by to each other, we went aboard the ship, and they returned home. 



On to Jerusalem –Tyre to Ptolemais to Caesarea to Jerusalem
7 We continued our voyage from Tyre and landed at Ptolemais, where we greeted the brothers and stayed with them for a day. 8 Leaving the next day, we reached Caesarea and stayed at the house of Philip the evangelist, one of the Seven. 9 He had four unmarried daughters who prophesied. 
10 After we had been there a number of days, a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. 11 Coming over to us, he took Paul’s belt, tied his own hands and feet with it and said, “The Holy Spirit says, ‘In this way the Jews of Jerusalem will bind the owner of this belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles.’ ” 
12 When we heard this, we and the people there pleaded with Paul not to go up to Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul answered, “Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” 14 When he would not be dissuaded, we gave up and said, “The Lord’s will be done.” 
15 After this, we got ready and went up to Jerusalem. 16 Some of the disciples from Caesarea accompanied us and brought us to the home of Mnason, where we were to stay. He was a man from Cyprus and one of the early disciples. 
Paul’s Arrival at Jerusalem
17 When we arrived at Jerusalem, the brothers received us warmly. 18 The next day Paul and the rest of us went to see James, and all the elders were present. 19 Paul greeted them and reported in detail what God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry. 

	At the end of each story in this chapter …

REVIEW the story.

1. How did the story begin?

2. What happened next?

3. What happened in the middle?

4. What happened next?

5. How did the story end?

Day 1: “Coasting” vessel - Miletus to Cos.

Day 2: Cos to Rhodes.
Day 3: Rhodes to Patara (and Myra).

Days 4-8: “Seagoing” vessel - Patara to Tyre

Days 9-15: With disciples, wives and children in Tyre

21:1-6 What stands out most about Paul’s travels from Miletus to Tyre? 
… something to do with the ship or sailing? 
… something about another seven day gathering of disciples? 
… that Paul was again being urged to not keep going on to Jerusalem? 
… something about the strength of friendship people had with Paul? 
Note: v.4, “finding” = “found after being searched for.” 

What strikes you about Paul’s stay in Tyre? Cf. Acts 11:19; 20:16; 21:4; 20:22-23.
How does Paul’s journey to Jerusalem compare with Jesus’ final journey to Jerusalem? Cf. Luke 13:33f.; 18:31f.; 21:20–24.; 23:28–31.
Day 16: Tyre to Ptolemmais, stay with believers there.

Days 17-21?: to Caesarea, stay in Philip’s home

21:7-16 What do we make of the prophecy of Agabus in light of all previous and similar warnings?

What do we make of Paul’s response to Agabus and all previous warnings? Cf. Acts 11:27-30

Days 22-24?: From Caesarea to Jerusalem, the home of Mnason.

Day 25f: In Jerusalem

21:17-19 What was Paul’s report to the elders in Jerusalem?

At the end of the whole chapter …

EVALUATE the chapter.

1. What did you like from this chapter?

2. What did you not like from this chapter?

3. What did you learn about people from this chapter?

4. What did you learn about God from this chapter?

5. What are you going to remember or do from this chapter?

Application: How does Paul provide us with an example to follow? In what ways is he not a universal example to follow?




My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: __________________________
My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: ________________________________
