In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – May 10, 2015
A Mother’s Day Message from a Jailhouse Chaplain
Being thankful for the mothers we have!

Ephesians 4:21-32; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18; Matthew 6:9-15
Ephesians 4:32 (NIV84) 32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.
-----------

We welcome Chaplain Dick Rothlisberger to our pulpit this Lord’s Day to challenge us regarding our practice of being grateful and being forgiving. I’m sure these are significant issues Chaplain Rothlisberger deals with in his ministry at our Regional Justice Center in downtown Kent where he and his wife have served since 2001. It will be interesting to hear how he combines the issues of gratitude and forgiveness into his “Mother’s Day” message.
We have invited Chaplain Rothlisberger to speak to us because we want to introduce you to our most recent addition to our missionary support budget. We support the Teusinks in Ethiopia, Titus & Stephanie Folden in Ecuador, Rob & Martine Karch in French speaking Quebec or soon some other French speaking country, Michael & Marie Currier in Texas with The Seed Company and James & Janelle Junior at Western Washington University. Now, we have a local missionary we began to support in this calendar year.
Welcome Chaplain Rothlisberger and his wife, Judy, who also ministers to the women at RJC, with our warm New Heights’ enthusiasm.
	Ephesians 4:21–32 (NIV84) 

21 Surely you heard of Him (Christ) and were taught in Him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. 22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24 and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. 
25 Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body. 26 “In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27 and do not give the devil a foothold. 28 He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need. 
29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 (NIV84) 

16 Be joyful always; 17 pray continually; 18 give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 
19 Do not put out the Spirit’s fire; 20 do not treat prophecies with contempt. 21 Test everything. Hold on to the good. 22 Avoid every kind of evil. 
23 May God Himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The One who calls you is faithful and He will do it. 

Matthew 6:9–15 (NIV84) 

9 “This, then, is how you should pray: 
“ ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, 
10 Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us today our daily bread. 
12 Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’ 
14 For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. 


	At the end of each story in this chapter …

REVIEW the story.

1. How did the story begin?

2. What happened next?

3. What happened in the middle?

4. What happened next?

5. How did the story end?

What does Ephesians 4:21-32 teach us about forgiveness and/or gratitude?
What does 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 teach us about forgiveness and/or gratitude?

What does Matthew 6:9-15 teach us about forgiveness and/or gratitude?

At the end of the whole chapter …

EVALUATE the chapter.

1. What did you like from this chapter?

2. What did you not like from this chapter?

3. What did you learn about people from this chapter?

4. What did you learn about God from this chapter?

5. What are you going to remember or do from this chapter?

Application: What steps will you take to become more grateful and more forgiving?



My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: __________________________
My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: ________________________________
