In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – May 24, 2015
Highlights in Acts: Making a defense in the (divided) religious courtroom!
Acts 21:27, 30-31, 33, 40; 22:1-30; 23:1-11
Acts 23:6 (NIV84) 6 Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others Pharisees, called out in the Sanhedrin, “My brothers, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee. I stand on trial because of my hope in the resurrection of the dead.”
-----------

Paul’s journey to Rome. Acts 21:17-28:31. The last seven and a half chapters of Acts record Paul’s tension-packed journey from Jerusalem to Rome. He will be falsely accused and harangued by legalistic Jews and incarcerated by Roman officials. He will testify before crowds of antagonistic people, before high priests, governors and kings. During these years he will write several letters to encourage fellow believers to grow strong in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.
	Acts 21:27, 30-31, 33, 40 (NIV84) 

Paul’s Arrest
27 When the seven days were nearly over, some Jews from the province of Asia saw Paul at the temple. They stirred up the whole crowd and seized him,
30 The whole city was aroused, and the people came running from all directions. Seizing Paul, they dragged him from the temple, and immediately the gates were shut. 31 While they were trying to kill him, news reached the commander of the Roman troops that the whole city of Jerusalem was in an uproar. 
33 The commander came up and arrested him and ordered him to be bound with two chains. Then he asked who he was and what he had done. 
Paul Speaks to the Crowd
40 Having received the commander’s permission, Paul stood on the steps and motioned to the crowd. When they were all silent, he said to them in Aramaic: 
Acts 22:1-29 (NIV84) 

1 “Brothers and fathers, listen now to my defense.” 
2 When they heard him speak to them in Aramaic, they became very quiet. 
Then Paul said: 3 “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city. Under Gamaliel I was thoroughly trained in the law of our fathers and was just as zealous for God as any of you are today. 4 I persecuted the followers of this Way to their death, arresting both men and women and throwing them into prison, 5 as also the high priest and all the Council can testify. I even obtained letters from them to their brothers in Damascus, and went there to bring these people as prisoners to Jerusalem to be punished. 
6 “About noon as I came near Damascus, suddenly a bright light from heaven flashed around me. 7 I fell to the ground and heard a voice say to me, ‘Saul! Saul! Why do you persecute Me?’ 
8 “ ‘Who are You, Lord?’ I asked. 
“ ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting,’ He replied. 9 My companions saw the light, but they did not understand the voice of Him who was speaking to me. 
10 “ ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ I asked. 
“ ‘Get up,’ the Lord said, ‘and go into Damascus. There you will be told all that you have been assigned to do.’ 11 My companions led me by the hand into Damascus, because the brilliance of the light had blinded me. 
12 “A man named Ananias came to see me. He was a devout observer of the law and highly respected by all the Jews living there. 13 He stood beside me and said, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight!’ And at that very moment I was able to see him. 
14 “Then he said: ‘The God of our fathers has chosen you to know His will and to see the Righteous One and to hear words from His mouth. 15 You will be His witness to all men of what you have seen and heard. 16 And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on His name.’ 
17 “When I returned to Jerusalem and was praying at the temple, I fell into a trance 18 and saw the Lord speaking. ‘Quick!’ He said to me. ‘Leave Jerusalem immediately, because they will not accept your testimony about Me.’ 
19 “ ‘Lord,’ I replied, ‘these men know that I went from one synagogue to another to imprison and beat those who believe in You. 20 And when the blood of Your martyr Stephen was shed, I stood there giving my approval and guarding the clothes of those who were killing him.’ 
21 “Then the Lord said to me, ‘Go; I will send you far away to the Gentiles.’ ” 
Paul the Roman Citizen
22 The crowd listened to Paul until he said this. Then they raised their voices and shouted, “Rid the earth of him! He’s not fit to live!” 
23 As they were shouting and throwing off their cloaks and flinging dust into the air, 24 the commander ordered Paul to be taken into the barracks. He directed that he be flogged and questioned in order to find out why the people were shouting at him like this. 25 As they stretched him out to flog him, Paul said to the centurion standing there, “Is it legal for you to flog a Roman citizen who hasn’t even been found guilty?” 
26 When the centurion heard this, he went to the commander and reported it. “What are you going to do?” he asked. “This man is a Roman citizen.” 
27 The commander went to Paul and asked, “Tell me, are you a Roman citizen?” 
“Yes, I am,” he answered. 
28 Then the commander said, “I had to pay a big price for my citizenship.” 
“But I was born a citizen,” Paul replied. 
29 Those who were about to question him withdrew immediately. The commander himself was alarmed when he realized that he had put Paul, a Roman citizen, in chains. 
Acts 22:30; 23:1-11 (NIV84) 

Paul Before the Sanhedrin
30 The next day, since the commander wanted to find out exactly why Paul was being accused by the Jews, he released him and ordered the chief priests and all the Sanhedrin to assemble. Then he brought Paul and had him stand before them. 
1 Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and said, “My brothers, I have fulfilled my duty to God in all good conscience to this day.” 2 At this the high priest Ananias ordered those standing near Paul to strike him on the mouth. 3 Then Paul said to him, “God will strike you, you whitewashed wall! You sit there to judge me according to the law, yet you yourself violate the law by commanding that I be struck!” 
4 Those who were standing near Paul said, “You dare to insult God’s high priest?” 
5 Paul replied, “Brothers, I did not realize that he was the high priest; for it is written: ‘Do not speak evil about the ruler of your people.’” 
6 Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others Pharisees, called out in the Sanhedrin, “My brothers, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee. I stand on trial because of my hope in the resurrection of the dead.” 7 When he said this, a dispute broke out between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. 8 (The Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, and that there are neither angels nor spirits, but the Pharisees acknowledge them all.) 
9 There was a great uproar, and some of the teachers of the law who were Pharisees stood up and argued vigorously. “We find nothing wrong with this man,” they said. “What if a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?” 10 The dispute became so violent that the commander was afraid Paul would be torn to pieces by them. He ordered the troops to go down and take him away from them by force and bring him into the barracks. 
11 The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Take courage! As you have testified about Me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.” 


	At the end of each story in this chapter …

REVIEW the story.

1. How did the story begin?

2. What happened next?

3. What happened in the middle?

4. What happened next?

5. How did the story end?

In this lesson, we back track a bit to review Paul’s testimony to the angry mob that wanted and tried to kill him before we follow him into the Sanhedrin where the commander hopes to understand why everyone is so angry with Paul.
21:27, 30-31 What is the basis for these antagonistic Jews being so upset with Paul? 

21:33 Is there any significance in Paul being bound with two chains?
21:40; 22:1-2 Why would hearing Paul speak in the Aramaic language catch their attention even more?
22:3-16 Why does Paul tell these people his story? 

What is he trying to achieve by rehearing his conversion?
What part of Paul’s story does Paul think his audience will relate to or identify with?
22:17-22 What did Paul say that triggered such a vicious response? Was he surprised? Was he trying to elicit such a response?

22:23-29 What assumptions is the commanders operating under to order Paul to be flogged when the crowd calls for Paul to be killed?
What rights did a Roman citizen have that a non-Roman citizen did not have? Why would the centurion be so concerned that he had violated a right of a Roman citizen?
Was it right of Paul to appeal to his Roman citizenship to be spared the flogging? 
Why didn’t he just pray that God would spare him the flogging?

Is there an application for us in his response to the centurion and commander?

22:30 What is it about Paul that caught the attention of the commander?
What is the strategy of the commander to resolve the issues between Paul and the Sanhedrin?

What are Paul’s motives and strategy when forced to speak with the Sanhedrin?

Did Paul intentionally try to divide the Sanhedrin? 

How does Paul make the resurrection the issue?

Did Paul knowingly stir up the Sanhedrin into an uproar?

Why does the commander continue to protect Paul from the Jews and the Sanhedrin?

How does Jesus’ intervention with Paul confirm the rightness of Paul coming to Jerusalem in spite of the associated problems?

At the end of the whole chapter …

EVALUATE the chapter.

1. What did you like from this chapter?

2. What did you not like from this chapter?

3. What did you learn about people from this chapter?

4. What did you learn about God from this chapter?

5. What are you going to remember or do from this chapter?

Application: What do we learn from Paul’s circumstances that can help us live for Jesus?




My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: __________________________
My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: ________________________________
