July 12, 2015 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Daniel Folden/Micah Adamson
Why we Do What we Do on the Lord’s Day. 
#1. Why do we gather for corporate worship? 

Romans 1-12

Romans 12:1-2 (NIV84) 1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—His good, pleasing and perfect will.

-----------

Our 2015 Summer Sermon Series is entitled: Why we Do   What we Do   on the Lord’s Day. This series of six sermons will give us the opportunity to test what we do on the Lord’s Day with what and why God through the Bible exhorts us to do. Hopefully, this will be more a defense of God’s exhortations than of our traditions here at New Heights. Further, our prayer is that as we examine the basis for what we do when we gather on the Lord’s Day we will be even more enthusiastic in our doing of the things we do. May this be your prayer as well.

Here’s where I see this sermon going. In this sermon, I hope to paint the Big Picture for our entire series. It’s no secret that the objective of these six sermons is to demonstrate from Scripture that every planned activity for our Lord’s Day gatherings is to be an act of worship of our Lord Jesus Christ. Worship doesn’t just happen when we sing worship songs but is expressed in each aspect of our service. So, as we progress through this series, what we discover today from our quick look at the first twelve chapters of Romans should demonstrate that every planned activity for our Lord’s Day gathering is intended to be an act of worship of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Today I am asking the Big Picture question for our entire series: 
#1. Why do we gather for corporate worship?
I will attempt to answer that question with these related questions: 
A. What is worship? and …
B. What makes Jesus Christ worthy of our ultimate worship?

Answering these two questions will then push us to answer 
C. Just how encompassing is our worship of our Lord Jesus Christ to be? 
Or stated in other words, 
How does a commitment to worshiping Christ impact everything else in our lives?
And with answers to these questions I believe we’ll understand better why we join together every week as a church family to worship our Lord.
Our primary text will be key verses from Romans chapters 1-12. What I hope you will discover, as I have, is that within the first eleven chapters of Romans are abundant reasons to love Jesus, to obey Jesus, to serve Jesus, and thus, to worship Jesus. I believe that Paul, in the first eleven chapters of Romans, is building a strong case for why he will say in chapter 12 that our entire life should be given over to the joyful work of worshiping of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

So in one sense, we needn’t go any further. I’ve already answered our question for our six-week sermon series, “Why do we do what we do on the Lord’s Day? And the answer is, for the purpose of worshiping our Lord Jesus Christ. That’s why … 1. We provide Sunday School classes for children and adults, to learn why Triune God is worthy of our worship.

2. We sing worship songs together joyfully and meaningfully to express our worship of Jesus.

3. We read and briefly discuss a short Bible text we call our Worship Text to deepen our worship of Jesus Christ and give opportunity to speak of our worship to another worshiper.

4. We invite praises and prayer requests from the congregation to broaden our worship of Jesus Christ as we hear how God is at work in the lives others within our church family.

5. We offer a prayer on behalf of the congregation in the presence of the congregation to bind us together in our worship of Jesus Christ, acknowledging together that He is our Lord and Healer.

6. We pray a blessing on the offerings given joyfully and thankfully by the congregation to demonstrate the tangible and corporate nature of our grateful worship of Jesus Christ.

7. We preach a sermon from the Bible to remind us that our worship is rooted in the truth that God made Himself known to us most personally through His Son Jesus Christ and preserved that truth in a written and reliable document we know as the Bible.

8. We provide time to respond to the sermon within our worship service to highlight the obedience factor of our worship as we think together how we will apply the truth of God’s Word as we walk into our week as Christ’s ambassadors.

9. And monthly as part of our worship, we reserve a time for communion with our Lord at the Lord’s Table to highlight the importance of remembering Christ’s death and the hope of His return.

10. At the end of each of our worship services we give a benediction so that we leave with an encouraging word that challenges us and cheers us on in our life of worship throughout the week.

11. And it wouldn’t be a complete list of what we do on the Lord’s Day if I didn’t mention that we provide food and beverage refreshments during a time of fellowship to demonstrate that our worship of Jesus most certainly leads us to love our brothers and sisters in Christ and serve them by our listening and caring and sharing in their joys and burdens and offering prayers on their behalf that include a willingness to get involved in another person’s life if need be.

This is essentially the order of our weekly worship services. Now I want us to answer why all of these parts are to be expressions of our worship of Jesus Christ.

In the Apostle John’s first letter, he pretty much summed up the answer to our question, Why do we do what we do on the Lord’s Day, when he said in 1 John 4:19 (NIV84) 19 We love because He first loved us. God took the initiative to love us first. Therefore, our love for God is a response to His love for us. He loved us first and demonstrated it tangibly. 1 John 4:9–11 (NIV84) 9 This is how God showed His love among us: He sent His one and only Son into the world that we might live through Him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
John tells me in the fourth chapter of his first letter that our response to God’s love is to love Him in return. He also specifies that our response to His love is to love other people. Thus, in John’s first letter, he gives us the summary of the Law; (1) Love God with all your heart, mind, soul and strength and (2) love your neighbor as yourself. Love God. Love your neighbor (Matthew 22:27-30). That is our right response to God’s love in Jesus. Loving God and loving our neighbor are expressions of our worship of Christ.

Before we turn to the Paul’s letter to the Romans, let’s think about the word worship. Worship is ascribing the highest worth to something or someone. Worship is the act of prioritizing what is most important or most valuable and then attaching oneself in love and service to the highest of these priorities. Bruce Leafblad says: “Worship is that process in which we make God first in our lives.” 

Warren Wiersbe says: “Worship is the believer’s response of all that he is – mind, emotion, will and body – to all that God is and says and does. This response has a mystical side in subjective experience, and its practical side in objective obedience to God’s revealed truth. It is a loving response that is balanced by the fear of the Lord, and it is a deepening response as the believer comes to know God better.” 

Alasdair Verschoyle says: “Worship is the deep intimate adoration of God that includes celebration and declaration. Worship is the ascription of worth to the one who is worthy, it is an experience with God, and it is a spontaneous response to God’s character. Worship is an individual’s personal response to the revelation of God in the midst of His people.” 

We all worship and we do it by the choices we make. Sometimes we don’t have an accurate assessment of whom or what we truly worship until we are tested. Not until two loves of our life are asked to occupy the same place in our calendar do we begin to see where our loyalties lay.

Worship is the highest form of love because we declare by our worship who or what it is that receives our supreme affection. We all love many things and many people. And not all our loves demand of us loyalty over some other love. In other words, many of our loves are quite compatible with each other, some even very supportive of our supreme love.

For example, the love my wife and I share is complemented by our personal loves; her love for music, reading and history and my love for fixing things, traveling and landscaping. But, when any of our loyalties to these other loves begin to undermine our love for each other, that is when our superior love for each other is tested and we have to make adjustments to our other loves.

So it is with our love for our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. When our supreme love for Christ is tested, we may sadly discover it has been taken over by some other love. If so, we have to make adjustments to our other loves so as to keep Christ as our supreme love with supreme loyalty.

But, is God, as He’s revealed to us in Jesus Christ, really worthy of our supreme love and loyalty? Is He worthy of our worship? Paul helps us answer that question. Take note of how God is described, either by character or action and then think of what our response to Him should be.

Romans 1:20 (NIV84) 20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—His eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 

God made His invisible qualities known to all men through His creation. Simply gazing up into the sky on a clear night reveals these invisible qualities. And we are awestruck. So, because of God’s eternal power and divine nature, I submit and surrender myself to Him. He is worthy of my worship simply because He is my Creator.

Romans 5:8–11 (NIV84) 8 But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
9 Since we have now been justified by His blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through Him! 10 For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to Him through the death of His Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through His life! 11 Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.
God demonstrated His love for us when He gave His Son, Jesus Christ to die for us sinners. Dwell on that truth for a moment. Jesus took your place on the cross because He loves you. But, if He were not God, that wouldn’t do you much lasting good. But, He is God, so His death’s blood justified us, saving us from God’s wrath. Jesus’ blood turned us from enemies of God to friends with God. Jesus has definitely earned the right to be our Lord and worthy to be worshiped.
Because of Jesus’ work to reconcile me with my heavenly Father, I rejoice in God through Jesus whom I claim to be my Lord! Since Jesus deserves to be my Lord, by faith I submit to Him as Lord.

Romans 5:18–19 (NIV84) 18 Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. 19 For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one Man the many will be made righteous.
Jesus’ obedience to die on the cross as God’s perfect sacrifice, removed the condemnation we are under because of Adam’s disobedience, making us righteous. Therefore, I burst out in worship for I am eternally grateful and joyful that I have been made righteous through Christ.

Romans 6:16–18 (NIV84) 16 Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. 18 You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.
Paul brings us back to remember our old life when we were slaves to sin. Death was our destiny then. But now God, through His Son Jesus Christ, has set us free from being slaves to sin so that we can be slaves to righteousness.
Now, because I am no longer a slave to sin, I thankfully and wholeheartedly obey God’s teachings. This grateful obedience is an act of worship. But, as Paul acknowledges in Romans 7, our grateful obedience as an act of worship still requires a conscience decision and a continuous determination to obey Jesus as our merciful Savior and rightful Lord. We need to be reminded on a regular basis that grateful obedience is the appropriate response to all that Jesus has done for us. This regular reminder of what Jesus has done for us on the cross is the motivation for us to keep cooperating with God’s Spirit to win our continuing struggle with our old sin nature. Thanks to Christ, we can live as conquerors over sin.

And it just keeps getting better. Listen to Romans 8:1–4 (NIV84) 1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so He condemned sin in sinful man, 4 in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.
Through Christ Jesus, the law of the Spirit of life set us free from the law of sin and death because Jesus condemned sin in us so that we can fulfill the righteous requirements of the law.
This is “the condemnation of an intrusive alien force that holds unregenerate human nature in bondage.” 
 Sin is that alien force. It’s like a cancer that must be eradicated, destroyed, condemned.

“The law may deter (us) from overt acts or lead (us) to isolated acts of obedience; it may stir up antagonism to sin’s tyranny, but after that it has no more that it can do. It cannot give the purity which it proclaims to be necessary, nor create the obedience which it enjoins.” 

Our only hope is for Christ to condemn our sin in us. Only His condemnation of sin can set us free from sin so we can live in His righteousness. Because Jesus condemned sin in me, I can now choose to live in agreement with the Spirit of life who leads me to live righteously.

Not only does Christ condemn sin in us, He also gives life to our mortal bodies through His Spirit. It takes both to effectively conquer sin and live righteously. Condemn sin. Infuse life.
Romans 8:11 (NIV84) 11 And if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit, who lives in you.
When Christ’s Spirit lives in us, He gives life to our mortal bodies.
Now then, the Spirit of Christ is living in my mortal body because God raised Christ from the dead and imparts His Spirit to me. Because of this, I am no longer dead in my sins but alive to Christ’s Spirit. How can I keep from singing His praises? How can I not worship Christ my Savior?

Romans 8:30–34 (NIV84) 30 And those He predestined, He also called; those He called, He also justified; those He justified, He also glorified. 
31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us all—how will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is He that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.
God foreknew us, predestined us, called us, justified us and glorified us. God is for us. He gave up His own Son for us all. He graciously makes all things available to us. Christ at the right hand of God is interceding for us! What more can we ask for? This is lavish love. And I am abundantly wealthy because I belong to Jesus. Jesus provides me with all I need to live for Him. God chose me and I am justified by Christ. Christ is interceding for me in heaven. 

My response to all of this? I submit. I surrender. I bow my knees in worship, overcome by joy because I am so deeply loved.

Romans 10:6–10 (NIV84) 6 But the righteousness that is by faith says: “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the deep?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: 9 That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.
Here’s the deal, folks. Christ is not far from us but as near as our faith. By that faith we confess with our mouth and believe in our hearts that God raised Jesus from the dead. Thus, by that faith we are saved by what Christ has done for us on the cross, uniting us with the Spirit of Christ.
I believe that what Christ has done for me on the cross justifies me before the Father. I believe that Christ is as near as my faith in Him. Therefore, I confess Jesus to be Lord and my Lord, and I rejoice that I am saved and that I am united to my Savior by His indwelling Spirit. He is that near!
So now, what is the accumulative affect of all that God is and all that He has done for us through His Son Jesus Christ that Paul has outlined in the first eleven chapters of Romans? 

Paul puts it this way: Romans 12:1–2 (NIV84) 1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—His good, pleasing and perfect will.
So in view of God’s mercy identified in multiple ways in the first eleven chapters of Romans, we are now urged to offer our bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God. This is our spiritual act of worship. This sacrificial offering of our lives to God will be tested by the demands of this world as it seeks to conform us to its pattern. We conquer the world’s tests by offering our bodies to God in worship and submitting our minds to God’s Word to be transformed by it. As we win these tests, God’s good, pleasing and perfect will becomes evident.
Because of all of God’s merciful actions towards me, I gladly surrender my body and mind to the Lordship of Jesus Christ as my continuing act of worship. I choose to not be conformed to this world’s patterns but transformed by having my mind renewed by the Word of God.

This worship that Paul speaks of is an all encompassing worship. Every part of my body is called on to be a living sacrifice to God. This is a reasonable response to all that Christ has done for me. He made me. That’s enough right there. He then died for me so that I could be reconciled to our Heavenly Father. Then, by His obedience and His righteousness, He made me righteous in His Father’s eyes. Then He set me free from sin so I could become a slave to righteousness. How did He do that? He condemned sin in my sinful self so that through His Spirit living in me I could be righteous.

So, why do we gather each Lord’s Day in this place? To worship Christ our Lord in a variety of forms for multiple reasons. We gather to join our single voices to make our combined voices a choir that strengthens our faith to know that we have the support of others who are as deeply in love with Jesus as we are. We gather because we are members of the same body, each with differing gifts, each for the benefit of the body. We gather each Lord’s Day to share in a common set of worship songs, to share in a common worship text, to get caught up on how others in the body are doing, to share in a common sermon text and message that gives us good reason to speak with each other from God’s Word as a means of encouraging and strengthening each other while we are here together in this place.

A good portion of our worship on the Lord’s Day is Worship as our pursuit of Christ, our most worthy pursuit, our highest goal, our number one priority. So we gather • to see Christ more fully for all He is from God’s Word. We gather • to seek Christ more fully for all He is by our prayers. Further, we gather • to savor Christ more fully for all He is as we worship.

There’s another aspect of our worship that is launched as we gather on the Lord’s Day. It’s Worship as our reflection of Christ, our most valued treasure. While here in worship, we are all encouraged • to speak of Christ more fully for all He is during our conversations. If we can practice speaking of Christ when we are gathered, then we are better prepared to speak of Christ with others outside of church more fully for all He is.

Then as we are sent out by our church family we are better equipped • to show Christ more fully for all He is by how we live, • to serve Christ more fully for all He is as we love others and • to share Christ more fully for all He is with unbelievers. (With the help of David Bryant in his book Christ is All.)
May our worship together be a mutual pursuit of Christ for all He is. May that pursuit result in new discoveries and fresh blessings from being in Christ’s presence together. May our pursuit of Christ result in learning to trust Him more and finding Him faithful as we walk with Him for His honor and glory.

And may our worship also be a reflection of Christ as our most valued treasure in how we speak, and show and serve and share Christ in the rough and tumble of each day.

Christ is worthy of our worship. He has a valid claim on the whole of our lives because of who He is and what He has done for us. Let us make it a habit to daily surrender to Him in loving worship and delight in His love for us as we express our love for Him.

Amen.
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