In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – July 12, 2015
Why we Do What we Do on the Lord’s Day. #1. Why do we gather for corporate worship? 
Romans 1-12
Romans 12:1-2 (NIV84) 1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—His good, pleasing and perfect will.
-----------

Our 2015 Summer Sermon Series is entitled: Why we Do What we Do on the Lord’s Day. This series of six sermons will give us the opportunity to test what we do on the Lord’s Day with what and why God through the Bible exhorts us to do. Hopefully this is more a defense of God’s exhortations than of our traditions at New Heights. Further, our prayer is that as we examine the basis of what we do when we gather on the Lord’s Day we will be even more enthusiastic in our doing of the things we do. May this be your prayer as well.

	The sermon this Lord’s Day will ask: #1. Why do we gather for corporate worship? In this sermon we hope to paint the Big Picture for our entire series. What is worship? How encompassing is it? How does a commitment to worship Christ impact everything else? Our primary text will be the first 12 chapters of Paul’s letter to the Romans. 
As a means of preparing for hearing well the sermon this coming Sunday, let me encourage you to read the following verses, mostly from the book of Romans, and ask yourself: Based on what God has done, how should I respond?
When you get through several or all of these verses, see if you can write a personal statement of response to God’s actions. Come to church this Sunday ready to share your paragraph with at least one other person.

	(Note: You may want to read the verses surrounding each of the following verses to gain the immediate context.)

1. 1 John 4:19 (NIV84) 19 We love because He first loved us. 

2. 1 John 4:10–11 (NIV84) 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

3. Romans 1:5–6 (NIV84) 5 Through Him (Christ) and for His name’s sake, we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith. 6 And you also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ. 

4. Romans 1:20 (NIV84) 20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—His eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 

5. Romans 5:8–11 (NIV84) 8 But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
9 Since we have now been justified by His blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through Him! 10 For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to Him through the death of His Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through His life! 11 Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

6. Romans 5:18–19 (NIV84) 18 Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. 19 For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one Man the many will be made righteous. 

7. Romans 6:16–18 (NIV84) 16 Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. 18 You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. 

8. Romans 8:1–4 (NIV84) 1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so He condemned sin in sinful man, 4 in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit. 

9. Romans 8:11 (NIV84) 11 And if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit, who lives in you. 

10. Romans 8:28–39 (NIV84) 28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose. 29 For those God foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those He predestined, He also called; those He called, He also justified; those He justified, He also glorified. 
31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us all—how will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is He that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

11. Romans 10:3–4 (NIV84) 3 Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness. 4 Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes. 

12. Romans 10:6–10 (NIV84) 6 But the righteousness that is by faith says: “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the deep?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: 9 That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. 

13. Romans 12:1–2 (NIV84) 1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—His good, pleasing and perfect will. 


	A. What has God done?
A. What has God done?
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	B. How should I respond?
B. How should I respond?
B. How should I respond?



My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: __________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan/Micah and all those who will hear this message: __________________________
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