In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – August 9, 2015
Why we Do What we Do on the Lord’s Day. 
#4. Why do we invite worshipers to share praises and prayer requests with the entire congregation? Why do we receive offerings and pray a blessing on them?
Colossians 1:1–14; 3:12-17; 2 Corinthians 8:1–15
10 And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please Him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to His glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light.  
Colossians 1:10-12 (NIV84)
-----------

Our 2015 Summer Sermon Series is entitled: Why we Do What we Do on the Lord’s Day. This series of six sermons gives us the opportunity to test what we do on the Lord’s Day with what and why God through the Bible exhorts us to do. Hopefully this is more a defense of God’s exhortations than of our traditions at New Heights. Our prayer is that as we examine the basis for what we do when we gather on the Lord’s Day we will be even more enthusiastic in our doing of the things we do. May this be your prayer as well.

	In this sermon, I hope to demonstrate from Scripture that our practice of praying for one another is directly related to our obedience to live like Christ in the power of His Spirit. Included in our weekly times together as brothers and sisters together in Christ should be the discovering of ways we can be praying for each other. Even as we are being prayed for, we should be seeking to be an answer to those prayers. That is one reason why on a typical Sunday morning, we will hear praises and prayer requests from those gathered to worship. During the week, we may have also received requests for prayer through our church prayer chain. Also, there are many desires for prayer within our church family that only become discovered when we show ourselves trustworthy to others.
The motivation to pray for others is similar to the motivation to be generous to the work of the Lord.

	Colossians 1:1–14 (NIV84) 

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 
2 To the holy and faithful brothers in Christ at Colosse: 
Grace and peace to you from God our Father. 

3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all the saints— 5 the faith and love that spring from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven and that you have already heard about in the word of truth, the gospel 6 that has come to you. All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and understood God’s grace in all its truth. 7 You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, 8 and who also told us of your love in the Spirit. 
9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of His will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. 10 And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please Him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to His glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. 13 For He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son He loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

Colossians 3:12–17 (NIV84) 

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 
2 Corinthians 8:1–15 (NIV84) 

1 And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. 2 Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. 5 And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God’s will. 6 So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. 7 But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving. 
8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich. 
10 And here is my advice about what is best for you in this matter: Last year you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. 11 Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your means. 12 For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have. 
13 Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might be equality. 14 At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then there will be equality, 15 as it is written: “He who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little.” 


	1:1-2 Who was the initial audience of this letter? 
What do we know about the church in Colosse?
1:3-8 From where did Paul get information about the believers in Colosse? 
What did Paul do with the information he received about the believers in Colosse? 
What else contributed to Paul’s ability to pray as he did for the believers in Colosse?
What kind of conversations is Paul having with others about the believers in Colosse?
1:9-14 If Paul’s prayer for the believers in Colosse serve as a model for us to pray for other believers, especially for those in our biological family and those in our church family, what should we be including in our prayers?
How does Paul illustrate for us how we can collect information for what to pray for regarding our brothers and sisters in Christ within our church family?
What resources do we as a congregation have to assist us in praying wisely for one another?
How could we improve our praying for one another?

3:12-17 What does God want to do in us to make us an answer to the prayers being prayed for us?
How do we “clothe” ourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience? 
How do we become “forgivers” of others?
How does love “bind together” all other virtues?
What is the connection between being peaceable and being thankful? 
What is our attitude and what is our source for being able to teach and admonish each other? Where does singing fit in with our teaching and admonishing? 
Application: How do the instructions in Colossians 3 to be more like Christ influence our obedience to pray as Paul prayed in Colossians 1?
8:1-15 According to Paul’s arguments in 2 Corinthians 8, how is our motivation to be generous inspired within us? In other words, how is our generosity generated?
How important is it that we give ourselves first to the Lord before giving ourselves to people?
Why do you think Paul still urges us to excel in the grace of giving when he has told us it is inspired by the grace of God in our lives?
Application: From what we have read in 2 Corinthians 8, what would we express in our prayers for the offerings of the congregation?




My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: __________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear this message: __________________________
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