In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – August 16, 2015

Why we Do What we Do on the Lord’s Day. 
#5. Why do we preach sermons from the Bible? 
Why do we provide time to respond to the sermon as part of our worship service?

2 Timothy 3:10-4:8

2 Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.
2 Timothy 4:2 (NIV84)
-----------

Our 2015 Summer Sermon Series is entitled: Why we Do  What we Do  on the Lord’s Day. This series of six sermons gives us the opportunity to test what we do on the Lord’s Day with what and why God through the Bible exhorts us to do. Hopefully this is more a defense of God’s exhortations than of our traditions at New Heights. Our prayer is that as we examine the basis for what we do when we gather on the Lord’s Day we will be even more enthusiastic in our doing of the things we do. May this be your prayer as well.

In this sermon, I hope to demonstrate from Scripture that our practice of preaching sermons each Lord’s Day fulfills a Biblical mandate. I also hope to demonstrate how vital to our spiritual growth, maturity and discernment is the discipline of engaging our hearts and minds in the Scriptures. My personal conviction and encouragement of others to prepare to hear well the sermon is rooted in my understanding that a thorough knowledge of and obedience to God’s Word is the basis for living in Christ’s victory over the deceptive schemes of our fierce enemy the devil.
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I have selected a portion of Paul’s second letter to Timothy to help us grapple with the question, Why do we preach sermons from the Bible on the Lord’s Day? Paul was Timothy’s primary mentor from the time of his youth until Paul’s death, probably a period of just over 20 years. It’s likely that Timothy gave his life to Jesus Christ during Paul’s first missionary journey that took him to Lystra, Timothy’s home town. But, it wasn’t until Paul returned to Lystra on his second missionary journey 2-3 years later that Timothy joined Paul and Silas as a member of Paul’s ministry team. It’s noteworthy that Luke calls Timothy a disciple by the time Paul returns for his second ministry time in Lystra. Surely, a disciple of Jesus Christ is implied.
Paul wrote this letter we’re looking at while in a dungeon-like prison, most likely from Rome around AD 67 or 68. One of the huge benefits we have that Paul was physically separated from Timothy and didn’t have the advantage of the modern conveniences of telephone or Skype is that he had to write down his thoughts and encouragements to communicate them to Timothy. Because of that, we are able today to read and analyze Paul’s letter and find encouragement for ourselves from his words to Timothy. And, confident that his letters were written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, these words carry with them the authority of being the truth of God for us even today.

Again, my question for conversation this Lord’s Day is, “Why do we preach sermons from the Bible?” And as a corollary to that question, we’ll follow it up with the question, “Why do we provide time to respond to the sermon as part of our worship service?”
So, here we go. 2 Timothy 3:10–4:8 (NIV84) 10 You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, 11 persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. 
It’s clear this is a personal letter by the use of the word “you.” It’s a personal letter between a mentor and his student. It’s a personal letter between friends who had lived and worked closely together like a father and a son in a common business. And by virtue of this close up relationship that Timothy enjoyed with Paul through a wide range of circumstances, places and situations, Timothy was able to observe the integrity of Paul’s life. Paul was an open book to those who traveled and ministered with him. This was expressly true for Timothy.

Notice again how Paul described his relationship with Timothy. Don’t you just want to ask, is there anything here that Timothy did not know about Paul? And in all these things, Paul is not embarrassed to set himself as an example for Timothy to follow. He says to Timothy, You, …, know all about my teaching. In other words, Timothy could summarize Paul’s life message. And it most certainly was the message of the Gospel. And Timothy could stand in for Paul at a moment’s notice and teach this message on Paul’s behalf.
Paul says to Timothy, You know all about my way of life. Timothy knew the principles that guided Paul’s life, like the principle of making the most of every opportunity.
Paul says to Timothy, You know all about my purpose. Timothy knew Paul’s single-mindedness in following Jesus. Always echoing in his mind would be Paul’s words, “fix your eyes on Jesus” (2 Cor. 4:18).
Paul says to Timothy, You know all about my faith. Timothy often observed Paul’s willingness to fully obey Christ, to trust Him even when the outcome was not clear.
Paul says to Timothy, You know all about my patience. Timothy had observed how Paul had to often put up with difficult people and harsh circumstances over an extended period of time.
Paul says to Timothy, You know all about my love. Timothy had been on the receiving end, like many others he observed, benefiting from Paul’s self-sacrificing love. Paul would rather it cost him if it would lead someone else to repentance and a relationship with Christ.
Paul says to Timothy, You know all about my endurance. Timothy saw Paul stay true to his commitments to Christ to the end without wavering, even at great personal cost.
Paul says to Timothy, You know all about my persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Timothy knew about his persecutions and sufferings because they happened to him even from the first time they met. These towns of Antioch, Iconium and Lystra were towns of his childhood and where Timothy first met Paul. Certainly, after receiving Christ as his Savior and Lord, Timothy heard of and may have even observed Paul being stone and dragged out of Lystra. As a young believer in Christ, Timothy may well have been among the disciples who gathered around him after being stoned.
As Paul speaks of his persecutions and sufferings, you may hear, because of your acquaintance with the Psalms, the words of Psalm 34:19 (NIV84) This was the confidence of Paul as he walked by trusting-faith with Jesus. He knew there is an end when all things will be made right. So he says to us, “see it through to the end, friends.”
So, the fruit of Paul’s personal relationship with Timothy is the powerful impact of his personal example on Timothy. Paul considered Timothy to be as dear to him as a son. And Timothy would follow in Paul’s footsteps. Paul assures him of that truth.
12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 
Paul not only distinguishes godly people from evil people in verses 12 & 13, he indicates one of life’s perplexities. He almost says that evil people will get by with their evil deeds and godly people will suffer at their hands. He kind of answers the question, Why do bad things happen to good people? Or, why do the unrighteous succeed? We who resolve to live in Christ’s victory will have that resolve tested by the deceit and schemes of evil people. In our own nation, once known as a Christian nation, when the cultural restraint of fearing God is removed and people are applauded for resisting the counsel of God’s Word, we can be sure that Paul’s words are indeed true, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 
But in these verses Paul points to why we need to be students of the Word of God and why we need teachers and preachers who make the Word of God known to God’s people. Why is that? Because 13 … evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.
It’s one thing that evil men and imposters go from bad to worse and are themselves deceived. But, notice, they also deceive others. Who are those others? Are they only other unbelievers? Or, are believers vulnerable to their deceptions, too? And notice, Paul calls them imposters. What’s that? An imposter is a very intentional liar and cheat. He also could be one who practices the magic arts, even calling on evil spirits to achieve his evil objectives. So it’s all too possible that believers can be vulnerable to the deceptions of evil people. So Paul addresses this vulnerability and what Timothy can do about it. Paul again calls Timothy to attention. 
14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
The remedy to defeating the deceptions of imposters is a combination of godly mentors and Biblical instruction that transforms lives. Timothy had godly mentors in his life, starting with his grandmother Lois and his mother Eunice (2 Timothy 1:5). As Christianity arrived in Lystra, other believers were added to his cadre of mentors. And of course, Paul became a powerful influence on him as well.
As we consider why we preach sermons, let’s consider the role of godly mentors instructing younger believers in Biblical instruction that transforms lives. When our Bible teaching is reinforced by personal example, the potential for young believers, not only learning God’s Word, but becoming thoroughly convinced of its truthfulness and effectiveness is greatly increased.

But, are we making too much of the Scriptures? Isn’t it enough to just have good role models and learn to be kind to everybody? 
The answer is “no.” Emphatically “no!” Paul makes an astounding claim about the Bible. 
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
The Holy Scriptures are perfectly designed by God first to make us wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus (v.15) and then to train and equip us to be men and woman of God for effective service in this world on His behalf. This is a powerful claim. It is powerful because Paul is saying that God has breathed into His Word His own character. So, when the Holy Spirit takes God’s Word and uses it to teach us, it becomes part of His arsenal to transform us. We don’t just become knowledgeable followers of Christ, we become increasingly transformed into His character.
Notice the four ways God’s inspired Scriptures are useful to us? for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness. Let’s look at these four separately.
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching. First of all, we can’t ignore that Paul’s reference here is primarily to the Old Testament. So, every passage from the Old Testament is useful, is profitable, for teaching. In other words, we need to be students of the Old Testament as well as of the New Testament. And one of the early discoveries we made was how integrated the two Testaments are. For those of you who were with us in the study of the Gospel of John or the Book of the Revelation, both of those books were saturated with the Old Testament. And those studies proved that all Scripture is useful for teaching or instruction, first and foremost for the revealing of Jesus Christ as the Son of God, the Messiah and Savior of the world. That’s why verse 15 can say that the sacred writings of the Old Testament are able to make us wise for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.
Scripture is our instruction manual. It’s our source of truth about Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It is the source of truth about His creation, including man’s great failure that has infected us all, namely sin. It is the source of revealed truth about how God the Father sent His Son into the world to make Himself visible to us. We learn that to see Jesus is to see His Father. The Old Testament reveals that Jesus would become the Lamb of God to take away the sin of the world, to become our Redeemer and our Resurrection and our Life, so that we could be united with God the Father through His Son. Such teaching is unique to the Bible because this is God’s Word to us, not some invention of a brilliant and ancient human scholar. All Scripture is useful for teaching.
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for rebuking. To rebuke is to expose errors in false teaching. To rebuke is to also expose harmful theories for living that in reality lead a person away from his or her Creator and Redeemer. So to reprove or to rebuke a teaching or a person is for the purpose of clarifying the error in the teaching or the lifestyle that is presently being trusted. A ship heads out from home port to travel to a distant port with clear instructions as it leaves. But, on the journey, failing to continue giving close attention to the original instructions, the ship starts to go off course. When this happens to a person or a Christian community, it will be God’s inspired Scripture that brings the appropriate rebuke, clarifying that to continue heading in the wrong direction will end is disaster.
But, it is not enough to be clear about the error of our ways, we need a course correction. So Paul tells us that All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for correcting. Thankfully, God is merciful and forgiving and gladly provides the guidance we need to return to the path of righteousness and life. That is the path our Savior Jesus Christ has taken and also the path He leads us on with the assistance of the Holy Scriptures, the Holy Spirit, along with His human encouragers, called our fellow Christians. In order to welcome this course correction into our lives we must we willing to confess we have willfully disregarded our Maker’s directives for us and repent of that disregard (sin) by turning back to walking in obedience to our Lord. 
It is for that reason that All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for training in righteousness. God’s Word provides us with the disciplines we need to develop healthy, godly habits that translate into a righteous lifestyle. Paul tells Timothy in his first letter to him, 1 Timothy 4:8 (NIV84) 8 … physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come. Therefore, he is saying, discipline yourself, train yourself in righteousness in a manner similar to physical training to learn new skills or just stay healthy and strong. I hope it’s not a new concept to anyone that we need to regularly engage ourselves in a training program so we will have the character that reflects well on our Master and that we are thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Paul wrote to the Corinthians believers, 1 Corinthians 9:27 (NIV84) 27 …, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize. And the resource we have, our training manual, if you will, is the Bible, the entire Old and New Testaments.

16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
Therefore, if we must preach, then we must preach what the Scriptures teach. But is that what Paul tells Timothy? Let’s see what comes next in his letter.
The next two verses in Paul’s letter say, 2 Timothy 4:1-2 (NIV84) 1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of His appearing and His kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. 
Yes, indeed, Paul says it. Pastors are to preach the Word at all times. They are to align their preaching with the purpose of Scripture by correcting, rebuking and encouraging believers as they teach with great patience and careful instruction.
Now, that’s a pretty weighty charge. But the weightiness is not just that he gives Timothy five imperatives, five commands, as a non-optional directive. Notice how he prefaces his charge to Timothy. Paul is saying that as he gives this charge to Timothy, he is in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus. He’s saying, behind me are the most power two Persons in the universe, God and Jesus. Paul implies their blessing is on this charge.

But, Paul adds even more weight to his charge. He identifies Christ as the Judge of the living and the dead who has promised He would appear at the end of time to gather His followers into His eternal kingdom. Could there be any more important reality for which we all need to be prepared? It is in light of the final judgment that Timothy is to receive this charge from Paul to preach the Word.
Folks, as a pastor who steps up to this pulpit often to preach the Word, I take this responsibility seriously. I feel much of the weight of Paul’s charge every Lord’s Day when I stand before you to be a proclaimer of God’s truth found in His Holy Scriptures. 

But, lest you think you are off the hook regarding your responsibilities to God the Father and Jesus Christ our Lord, Paul said to Timothy, 1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, that judgment Paul is speaking of is for all of us, not just for the preachers of God’s Word. We will all give an accounting of our lives on that great day of His return. So, I think if we all understand that, we all should be feeling the weight of Paul’s charge.
So, the good news is that we are all in this together. And whomever God places in this pulpit to preach, he must take the responsibility adequately seriously by being prepared to speak the truth of God’s word that doesn’t just encourages believers, but also may correct and rebuke believers in a most patient and careful manner of instruction.

I like how Thomas Lea states it in his commentary. “Timothy was to correct error by the use of reasoned argument. He was to rebuke a straying conscience whenever the need appeared. He was to give hope to the fainthearted by providing tender encouragement in the face of discouraging opposition.” 
 And he was to do that because Paul says in verse 3 & 4: 3 For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 
Here Paul again addresses the danger of false teachers and the vulnerability of some in the church to false teachers. And what makes us vulnerable to false teaching? When our selfish desires overrule the truth of God’s Word, when we start selectively hearing what the Bible says because we don’t want to change the course we are on, such behavior leads good people to turn aside from the truth and embrace error and myths. But the preacher is to press on in his preaching the Word even when his audience is pressuring him to say things they would rather hear than the Word of God. 
Here’s my understanding of the sermon in the context of the local church. The sermon implies that a God-fearing student of the Word has applied consistent exegetical skills to the text of Scripture with humility to discern a word of instruction, encouragement or even rebuke for the benefit of a more godly life for himself and his audience. 

Now for some, the word exegetical may need further explanation, which is itself a synonym for the word exegetical. It means to explain or interpret or clarify. There are rules for obtaining the most correct interpretation of a piece of literature and it’s important that Bible teachers follow those rules so they bring before their audience an accurate explanation of what the text they are preaching from intends to say.
And this work of opening up the Scriptures is ultimately to benefit both the preacher and his audience by becoming more obedient to God’s Word and bringing honor and glory to our Maker and our Master. I trust this is what you are demanding of your preacher. 

To do so, Paul says this to Timothy, the preacher: 5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 
6 For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my departure. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for His appearing. 

There it is. Paul, coming to the end of his race, desiring to finish strong, urges his spiritual son, Timothy, with great passion, to discharge all the duties of his ministry. What Paul could see just a little ways ahead for him, made him especially alert to wanting Timothy to keep his eyes on the finish line. Paul could see his time drawing to a close. He could see the judgment seat of Christ, not as something to be feared but to be welcomed, because he had kept the faith. And with the joy of his long awaited hope about to be made complete, he wanted so much that Timothy would stay the course as well, fight the good fight, finish the race and keep the faith.
And central to Paul’s passionate plea to Timothy is the vital role of the sermon, the preaching of the Word of God so that his congregation would stay on course and reach the destination God had set for them to arrive at.

Now I ask you three application questions. 

1. How does a pastor/teacher’s God-given-responsibility to preach the Word create a responsibility for his congregation? i.e. What is the hearer’s responsibility to the preached Word?
2. How can studying in advance the upcoming sermon text help you to better “hear” the sermon? … and maybe even better fulfill your responsibility to the preached Word?
3. How can engaging in conversation and discussion about the sermon after it is given help you better to “apply” a truth from the sermon?

Now, before you work on answering these questions, take a moment to identify a take away thought from this sermon, something you will want to remember for more than an hour after you leave this place.
Holy Spirit, would You now take the preached word and filter out anything that would distract from the message You want to impress on each person here today, and make it clear to them now? In Jesus’ name, amen.







� Thomas D. Lea and Hayne P. Griffin, 1, 2 Timothy, Titus, vol. 34, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1992), 243.
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