Sunday, September 13, 2015 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Dr. Daniel Folden

Why we can’t make too much of Jesus Christ! He is the radiance of God’s glory!

Hebrews 1:1–14
3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His being, sustaining all things by His powerful word. After He had provided purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.

Hebrews 1:3 (NIV84)
-----------

To launch us into the fall of 2015, Lord willing, we will spend the next four weeks reviewing Scriptures that explain for us Why we can’t make too much of Jesus Christ! This series of sermons gives us the opportunity to recreate in part the résumé of Jesus Christ. And as we keep adding to His résumé each week, I am praying that we will all find ourselves overcome with awe and amazement from what we discover about Jesus Christ and that this will lead us to passionate worship of Jesus as our Lord and Savior.
Though there is clearly an academic aspect to these messages, it is vital that we let the facts and information that we must absorb take hold of our emotions and passions and imaginations. The information we are about to read and see and hear is extraordinary. But Jesus is not just some multi-talented genius. He is supernatural! He is phenomenal! He is supreme!
The text I’ve chosen to initiate this short series of sermons is Hebrews chapter 1. The author of this letter remains a mystery. Verse 3 of chapter 2 suggests that the author is a second generation Christian, thus eliminating the major names of Paul, Luke, John and Peter. Hebrews 2:3 (NIV84) 3 … This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard Him. The author nonetheless is well-studied in the Old Testament Scriptures and in the life and ministry of Jesus and His apostles. Thus we have every good reason to pay close attention to the content of the book of Hebrews, leaving us no doubt why it belongs in the canon. 
>Image that you are in charge of the human relations division of a major corporation assigned to read prospective employee applications and their personal résumés. Imagine also that Jesus has submitted His résumé and you have the privilege of reading it. In fact, you brought it with you to church today so we could read it. 
Here’s how Jesus Christ’s résumé would read if it were based on the information found in Hebrews 1. As you hear the information about Jesus, rather than camping on any one detail, let all the details accumulate and then respond to the total résumé. You’ll have that opportunity soon. Listen now to the résumé of Jesus according to Hebrews 1.

A. (name) Jesus Christ, Who are You? What is Your name? 

My name is Jesus Christ. I’m also known as Son to My Father, as in The Son of The Father (1:2). My Father is God, thus, I am the Son of God (1:5). I am the radiance of My Father’s glory (1:3). His glory doesn’t just radiate out from within Me, I am His radiance. Like the glory of the solar sun radiates light and heat, I radiate out My Father’s glory. I am the exact representation of His being (1:3). When you see Me, you see My Father. My Father identifies Me as His Son and claims to be My Father. I also claim Him as My Father (1:5). I am God as My Father is God, and My throne, which is also His throne, will last for ever and ever (1:8). I am also the Lord of the Old and New Testaments (1:10). It’s a title that both My Father and I share. It’s the name I inherited from My Father and it is far superior to the messengers we call angels.

B. (residence) Jesus, How can You be reached? 
My present residence is in heaven where I sit at the right hand of the Majesty (1:3). When I say “Majesty,” I’m speaking of God, My Father. We are both seated on the throne. I sit at His right hand. We share the same throne. Together we rule and reign over the universe from the throne in heaven.

C. (ambitions) Jesus, What is it that You want to do? 

I always serve My Father. Thus, all I want to do is to please Him, for My service is for Him and for His glory. One day I will inherit all things because He appointed Me heir of all things (1:2). All that I inherit I will reign and rule over for ever and ever with the scepter of righteousness. My scepter, My staff, that is the emblem of My authority, is used only for carrying out righteous judgments. My kingdom will be known for its righteousness. I will roll up all the enemy kingdoms of this world like a robe (1:12) and they will be for Me a footstool for My feet as I sit on the throne in heaven (1:13).

D. (knowledge) Jesus, What do You know? 

My Father sent me out to make the universe (1:2). By all standards of measurement, it was a big project. So, when I spoke the universe into being, it had to be according to the perfect knowledge that My Father and I share and communicate through the Holy Spirit. Certainly, no human being has ever seen anything bigger or more complex and yet so very scientific. Honest earthly scientists recognize that their capacity to comprehend what We created is so very limited. Thus they study the universe always with a sense of awe and humility. 

E. (teachers) Jesus, Where did You get Your knowledge?

This question really requires speaking about My relationship with My Father. We are so tightly united that our knowledge flows among us (1:2). When I was on earth, having taken on humanity as part of who I am now and for eternity, I was a student and learner from the human perspective, demonstrating to all other human beings that we must always live in dependence on God our Father. That includes looking to Him for knowledge and wisdom.

But now that I have returned to being with My Father in heaven, My self-imposed limitations are gone. My union with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit is such that each of us in union together has perfect and complete knowledge.

F. (accomplishments) Jesus, What have You done? 

Well, making the universe was, from a human perspective, the biggest thing I’ve done (1:2, 10), but not the most important. My assignment to be the Final Messenger to humanity is my greatest accomplishment (1:3-4). You may not fully realize it, but you and the rest of humanity were in big, big trouble. Some of you may still be in big, big trouble. You had turned your back on God the Father and somehow got the notion that you could live life on your own. So, I took the assignment to finish what Our prophets had started. My coming to earth was to fulfill all the promises Our prophets had made to you on Our behalf. But the folks living before My coming to earth weren’t listening very well to those prophets. So when I came to earth as the Final Prophet, Our hope was that you would listen to Me. I really am your last resort.

In the eyes of the Father, I became like an Old Testament sacrificial lamb, the final Passover Lamb. Because I was truly without spot or defect, totally without sin, My sacrifice fully satisfies your need for atonement with My Father. That’s why I willingly went to the cross during Passover nearly 2,000 years ago in Jerusalem. By My death, I provided purification for sins, for your sins (1:9). This action proved that I was much superior to the angels. Even My name as Lord communicates that reality. 

Now, by faith, you can enter into the victory I won for you on the cross. Confess your sins and trust that My sacrifice was effective in forgiving you of your sins. And keep doing that each day as you daily walk with Me.

G. (abilities) Jesus, What can You do? 

I am always at work. I sustain all things. And I do that by My powerful word (1:3). But We, the Godhead, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, are closing in on bringing all things to a conclusion. Remember when I said I will conquer My enemies and they will be My footstool? We, the Triune God, are bringing history to an end soon. When we do, it will go quickly. I will roll up all things, all My enemies, all people and nations standing in opposition to Me, I will roll them up like a robe (1:12). They will perish. But all who are living in My victory will enjoy an eternity in the fullness of life in My kingdom (1:11-12).

H. (honors) Jesus, What honors have You received? 

I was greatly honored by My Father when He asked Me to invest Myself in a mission of search and rescue so that I could gather a host of people from every tribe and nation to be brought into God’s kingdom, Our kingdom (1:5). And, just as God’s angels rejoice in their worship of God (1:6), so now, you, My companions in joy, are preparing for an eternity of joyful worship in our Presence (1:9). Thus, your worship honors Me and I joyfully receive it.
I. (references) Jesus, Who are Your references who will verify the above information?

Luke wrote in the book of Acts that the prophets of old testify about Me. Acts 10:43 (NIV84) 43 All the prophets testify about Him that everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins through His name.” So before I even arrived on earth, the prophets were testifying about My ministry and My identity (1:1).

Listen to the testimony of these prophets as they spoke about Me, several hundred years before I arrived in Bethlehem as a baby.
Isaiah 42:1 (NIV84) 1 “Here is My servant, whom I uphold, My Chosen One in whom I delight; I will put My Spirit on Him and He will bring justice to the nations. Isaiah spoke of Me as Judge.
Isaiah 53:11 (NIV84) 11 After the suffering of His soul, He will see the light of life and be satisfied; by His knowledge My righteous Servant will justify many, and He will bear their iniquities. Isaiah spoke of My redeeming and atoning death on the cross.
Isaiah 61:1 (NIV84) 1 The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on Me, because the Lord has anointed Me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent Me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, Isaiah also spoke of the breadth and purpose of My earthly ministry.
Jeremiah 31:34 (NIV84) 34 No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declares the Lord. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” Jeremiah speaks of the personal relationship I have with those who receive forgiveness from Me. I make Myself known to My brothers and sisters, from the least to the greatest. Jeremiah testified about Me long before I arrived on earth.
Zechariah 13:1 (NIV84) 1 “On that day a fountain will be opened to the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and impurity. Here Zechariah speaks prophetically of that day when My life was offered as a sacrifice that didn’t just cleanse the priests who were offering sacrifices on behalf of the people, but how the sacrifice of My body opened up a cleansing fountain for all people, priest and people alike, to be cleansed of their sins.
Malachi 4:2 (NIV84) 2 But for you who revere My name, the Sun of Righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. And you will go out and leap like calves released from the stall. Malachi speaks of Me as the Bringer of Hope to those living in the land of the shadow of death (Isaiah 9:2; Matthew 4:16). For those who place their hope in Me, even though it appears that no help is coming, I, the Sun of Righteousness will rise with healing in My wings (2 Samuel 23:3-4)! 
There you have it. The prophets testified to My ministry and My identity. But, My Father is My best and strongest reference (1:1-2). He gives His Holy Spirit to bear witness on My behalf that all I have said and done is true and honoring to Him. When He raised Me from the dead, He was giving His stamp of approval on Me as the final Passover Lamb whose death had cancelled the penalty of sin for all who would believe in Me. My Father continues to boldly call Me His Son and declare Himself to be My Father. I have no better reference than Him.

So friends, this is Jesus Christ’s résumé according to Hebrews 1. If this is truly the resume of Jesus Christ, what difference does that make to you?

This is where we speak out words like: Incomprehensible! Unfathomable! Amazing! Wonderful! Magnificent! He is all powerful! All knowing! Creative! Compassionate! Merciful! Understanding! 
Now up to this point, I’ve been asking you to trust my summary of my study of Hebrews 1. So it’s time we read it and see if you arrive at the same conclusions.

It appears that this chapter attempts to answer two primary questions: 

In verses 1-3, A. What makes Jesus Christ, the Son of God, absolutely the greatest human spokesman or messenger who has ever lived?

In verses 4-14, B. What evidence from the Old Testament is there that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is far superior to the angels?

Verses 1-3 open by saying that God has revealed His message to us in two stages. His message is first revealed by the prophets in the Old Testament. His final message is revealed in His Son Jesus Christ in the New Testament. But Jesus is not simply the final message, He is the greatest Message and Messenger, far superior to all prior messengers of God. So, …

A. What makes Jesus Christ, the Son of God, absolutely the greatest human spokesman or messenger who has ever lived?

Notice the seven statements that characterize Jesus, the Son of God.
Hebrews 1:1–3 (NIV84) 1 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son [Final Prophet], whom He appointed (1) heir of all things, and through whom He (2) made the universe. 3 The Son is the (3) radiance of God’s glory and the (4) exact representation of His being, (5) sustaining all things by His powerful word. After He had (6) provided purification for sins [Final Priest], He (7) sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven [Final King].
1. As the Son of God, His Father appointed Him heir of all things. Jesus Christ will inherit all things.

Psalm 2:8 (NIV84) 8 Ask of Me, and I will make the nations Your inheritance, the ends of the earth Your possession. His inheritance is not limited to the earth. It embraces the entire universe and particularly the world to come. 
 When our parents die, we think about what we will inherit from them. But, the focus of this characteristic of our Lord is that He will inherit us. We are His possession. We are His inheritance.
2. As the Son of God, His Father made the universe through Him. We can rightfully say that Jesus Christ is the Creator of the universe just as we would say that God made the universe.

3. As the Son of God, He is the radiance of God’s glory. Just as heat and light radiate out from a fire, so Jesus Christ radiates His Father’s glory linking Him to His Father as intimately attached to fire as heat and light are. So seeing Jesus is seeing the radiating glory of God. No wonder the Apostle John described Jesus with comments like this in Revelation 1:14-16 (NIV84): His eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, … His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. That is the glory our Lord Jesus presently displays if we could see Him now, right now, on His throne in heaven. He is the radiance of God’s glory.
4. As the Son of God, He is the exact representation or imprint of His Father’s being. The Father’s nature and character are impressed upon, imprinted on, stamped on the Personhood of Jesus so perfectly that Jesus is able to display for us what God our Father is like.

5. As the Son of God, He sustains all things by His powerful word. Not only is He powerful enough to speak the universe into existence, He is able to speak sustaining power into all He created so they can maintain their existence. No other motions are necessary, for the spoken word is sufficient. 

6. As the Son of God, Jesus provided purification for sins by being qualified to effectively die on the cross as the perfect Passover Lamb. Because of this miraculous act on His part, Jesus provides forgiveness of sin to all who will enter into Him by faith.

7. As the Son of God, Jesus, having risen from the dead, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. His ascension placed Him with His Father in heaven, fulfilling the promises within the Old Testament that a Prophet, Priest and King would eventually arrive as the Messiah.

The Son is the Prophet, for God in these last days has spoken in Him; He is the Priest who has provided purification for sins; and He is the King who sustains the world by His powerful word and is seated at the right hand of God in heaven. 
 This is Jesus, our Lord, our Savior. How can we not worship Him?
Hebrews 1:4-14, answers the question: B. What evidence from the Old Testament is there that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is far superior to the angels? The writer will demonstrate Christ’s superiority to the angels by quoting from the Old Testament, attributing them to Jesus.
1. Hebrews 1:4-5a (NIV84) 4 So He became as much superior to the angels as the name He has inherited is superior to theirs. 5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are My Son; today I have become Your Father”?
In addition to the writer of Hebrews attributing Psalm 2 to Jesus, so do Peter and John in Acts 4:25-26. David writes these words with the spirit of prophecy, not necessarily about himself, but rather about Jesus, the Messiah. 
Psalm 2:7 (NIV84) 7 I will proclaim the decree of the Lord: He said to Me, “You are My Son; today I have become Your Father. 

The answer to the question is: to no angel did God ever call him His Son. Jesus is superior.
2. The writer asks the question again. To which of the angels did God ever say, … 
Hebrews 1:5b (NIV84) 5 … Or again, “I will be His Father, and He will be My Son”? 
The Hebrews’ writer is quoting 2 Samuel 7:14 (NIV84) 14 I will be his Father, and he will be My son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod of men, with floggings inflicted by men. And the answer to the question is the same: to no angel did God ever call him His Son.
3. Not only did God not call any angel His Son, He commanded them to worship His Son.

Hebrews 1:6 (NIV84) 6 And again, when God brings His firstborn into the world, He says, “Let all God’s angels worship Him.” This quote comes from the Septuagint version of Deuteronomy 32:43 and is attributed as speaking about Jesus by the Hebrews writer. 
 God’s angels are to worship Jesus because Jesus is far superior to the angels.
4. Then, quoting from Psalm 104:4, the writer contrasts Christ, the one to be worshiped, with angels, who are servants. He likens angels to winds and flames of fire, God’s servants. Hebrews 1:7 (NIV84) 7 In speaking of the angels He says, “He makes His angels winds, His servants flames of fire.” Jesus is superior to God’s servants.
5. The writer now quotes from Psalm 45:6-7 to speak of Jesus as God, the King on His throne, reigning and ruling with righteousness. Hebrews 1:8-9 (NIV84) 8 But about the Son He says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of Your kingdom. 9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, Your God, has set You above Your companions by anointing You with the oil of joy.” Jesus is superior to His companions.
6. Quoting Psalm 102:25-27, He attributes to Jesus Old Testament prophecy of the Creator bringing an end to the old order of things. Hebrews 1:10-12 (NIV84) 10 He also says, “In the beginning, O Lord, You laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of Your hands. 
11 They will perish, but You remain; they will all wear out like a garment. 
12 You will roll them up like a robe; like a garment they will be changed. But You remain the same, and Your years will never end.” Jesus is superior because He is eternal.
7. Finally, quoting Psalm 110:1, 5-6, in sharp contrast to the angels, God told Jesus to sit with Him on His throne as King. Hebrews 1:13-14 (NIV84) 13 To which of the angels did God ever say, “Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet”? 14 Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation? 

Christ not only laid the foundations of the earth, and possesses endless life and existence, He also exercises all the power and authority of God.

Throughout this chapter, “the writer of Hebrews demonstrates his high regard for the Scriptures by stating unequivocally that God is the author of his revelation. The Old Testament is the promise of the coming of the Son; the New Testament is the fulfillment of that promise.”
 Christ, the ruler of the universe, utters a word, and all things listen in obedience to His voice. 

How will you respond? Is Christ big enough for you? Is there anyone in all the universe, in all of history, who even begins to match His majesty, grasp His greatness, supplant His supremacy, compete with His compassion, overthrow His power or outwit His wisdom? 
Jesus is truly one of a kind. How can we not worship Him? Jesus Christ is our Lord!

1. He is the greatest human Messenger who has ever lived! 2. He is far superior to the angels. We can never make too much of Jesus Christ! Amen.
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