Sunday, September 27, 2015 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Dr. Daniel Folden

Why we can’t make too much of Jesus Christ! The throne room of heaven displays God’s glory with such power and majesty that all our descriptions fall short!

Revelation 4:1-11
2 At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it. 3 And the One who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian. A rainbow, resembling an emerald, encircled the throne.

Revelation 4:2-3 (NIV84)
-----------

To launch us into the fall of 2015, we are reviewing Scriptures that explain for us Why we can’t make too much of Jesus Christ! This short series of sermons gives us the opportunity to recreate in part the résumé of Jesus Christ. And as we add to His résumé each week, I am praying that we will all find ourselves overcome with awe and amazement from what we discover about Jesus Christ and that this will lead us to passionate worship of Jesus as our Lord and Savior.
Though there is clearly an academic aspect to these messages, it is vital that we let the facts and information that we must absorb take hold of our emotions, our passions and our imaginations. The information we are about to read and see and hear is extraordinary. But Jesus is not just some multi-talented genius. He is supernatural! He is phenomenal! He is supreme!
The text I chose for this Lord’s Day sermon was Revelation chapters 4 and 5, understanding that in order to see most vividly the worthy and able Jesus Christ, we needed to have a clearer picture of the context into which He arrives and takes the sealed scrolls from God’s hand, the scrolls containing God’s plan for bringing history to its conclusion or consummation. 

Well, I spent this past week living in Revelation chapter 4, becoming overloaded and overwhelmed and overcome by the majesty of what was being described in that chapter. So much so that it finally dawned on me that if we moved too quickly through chapter 4 and missed many of the elements of that majestic context into which Jesus enters in chapter 5, we would also miss much of the majesty of the worthy and able Jesus.
So, when I awaken from my sleep early Friday morning, I concluded I must make two sermons out of my selected passages of Revelation 4 and 5. Thus, instead of looking at Ephesians 1 next Lord’s Day, we will be focusing on Revelation 5. So, it won’t be until next Sunday that we work on identifying what Jesus’ résumé from Revelation 5 would look like. Today, we’ll make it our priority to examine the scene, the context, into which Jesus, the Lion and the Lamb, will enter and demonstrate His worthiness to be there and His ability to open the scrolls that are being held by God Almighty sitting on His throne.

Father God and God the Holy Spirit, please take Your word from Revelation 4 and turn the lights on for us to more fully see the truth that You want to embed into our hearts as we turn our attention to it now. Amen.
The Apostle John, the author of the Gospel of John and the three letters of John, now being a very old man, having recently been ministering to the church in Ephesus, was exiled to the island of Patmos as part of the persecution of Christians by the Roman authorities. While on that island, Paul has a vision from God that reveals to him Jesus Christ and God’s plan for how He would bring history to a close and bring about the new heavens and the new earth under the reign and rule of His Son.
In his vision spoken of in chapter 1, John hears a loud voice like a trumpet. When he turned to see the voice, he saw someone “like a son of man” who could only be identified as Jesus Christ Himself. Now as we read chapter 4, take note the frequency of the word “throne.”
Revelation 4 (NIV84) 1 After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.” 2 At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it. 3 And the one who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian. A rainbow, resembling an emerald, encircled the throne. 4 Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads. 5 From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder. Before the throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the seven spirits of God. 6 Also before the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal. 

In the center, around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front and in back. 7 The first living creature was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a face like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle. 8 Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings. Day and night they never stop saying: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.” 

9 Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne and who lives for ever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne, and worship Him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: 

11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for You created all things, and by Your will they were created and have their being.” 

In this chapter and the next, the throne of God is mentioned 19 times. There is no doubt that we are reading here about the activities in the throne room of heaven and that the throne of the Lord God Almighty is the centerpiece of this vision of heaven. Everything and everyone who surrounds this throne worships God. This symbol of God’s sovereignty, of God’s supreme and ultimate power and authority, is the central symbol of the entire book of the Revelation. 
In the words of Art Azurdia, Professor of Pastoral Theology at Western Seminary in Portland, and to whom I am indebted for a great deal of what you will hear me say this morning, he says this about the throne in heaven: “The throne in heaven serves as symbol of the universal, comprehensive, absolute sovereignty of God. From this throne the revolving planets receive their orders. To this throne the giant galaxies give their allegiance. By this throne the tiniest living thing derives its life. Before this throne angels and human beings, all the created beings in heaven above and earth below, bow down in humble worship. It is this throne, ultimately, that will prove to be the cause of genuine awe in every human being, the sight of which will instantly consume every expression of self-sufficiency.” 

Now, that paragraph is a huge piece of meat to chew on for a while. Yet it captures the overwhelming nature of God when we stop to think about Him. As we look more closely now at this throne, may what we see truly stir within us a genuine sense of awe and humility.
Keep in mind that John’s first readers, struggling Christians, were facing real persecution by a very powerful government with more than enough means available to them. Rome’s power to threaten, terrorize, imprison and kill was real. Rome was openly mocking God’s authority while at the same time attempting to ascribe to itself the role of god.
What do these Christians need? What does the church need in order to maintain their allegiance to Christ in the face of such opposition? They need exactly what John is writing to them, what John has seen as he was transported in the Spirit to view the throne room in heaven.

1 After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.”
This voice is the voice of Jesus, the glorified Son of Man (1:10, 12-13). This is the Son of Man who fulfilled the promise of the “son of man” in Daniel 7 
 who lived among us, went to the cross to die for us, rose from the dead triumphant over death and ascended into heaven to sit on the throne in heaven, vested with all authority in heaven and on earth. 
And this voice of Jesus commands John, “Come up here!” And Jesus says He will show him what must take place after this or in these “last days”. The last days started with the first coming of Jesus and will extend to His second coming. Thus, we are living now in the last days.
2 At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it. 3 And the one who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian. …. 

What did John see? He saw a throne in heaven. It appears that is the first thing he saw and it was right in front of him. Next, he saw someone sitting on the throne. Next, he noticed the appearance of the one who sat on the throne. His appearance was that of precious gems, valuable gems, beautiful gems. Then he saw a rainbow encircling the throne that resembled another precious gem, a brilliant emerald.
1. May I suggest that what John saw was indescribably beautiful and brilliant, even though he did put words to what he said. But beauty is something that is felt when it is seen. Words always come short of describing something of beauty. Just try describing a stunning sunset or what you see on a clear, moonless night while lying flat on your back on a picnic table under the stars while camping at Lake Crescent, Oregon.

John makes his attempt to describe the beauty and majesty of the one who sat on the throne in heaven with the use of similes, likenesses as in precious gemstones. He speaks of a jasper and describes that jasper near the end of his letter in Revelation 21:11 (NIV84) 11 It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. So the appearance of the one who sat on the throne was that of glory, brilliant glory, clear as crystal; like a diamond when light shines on it. It sparkles. It shimmers.

And the carnelian has a deep reddish color that also allows light to pass through it, giving the impression of a smoldering fire. And suddenly we think of Psalm 104:2 (NIV84) 2 He wraps Himself in light as with a garment; We can’t see God but here we’re getting a description of His glory as brilliant light that brings out the stunning beauty and colors of precious gemstones. Paul says in 1 Timothy 6:16 that God alone is immortal and lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. Thus, at best we see a glimpse of His glory.
2. Secondly, what John saw was righteously judicial.

3 …. A rainbow, resembling an emerald, encircled the throne. 

John then sees the rainbow that encircles the throne. And why a rainbow? What do you think of when you see a rainbow? Do you not go back in time to Noah’s flood when God saved His people by having Noah build an ark? And when God’s judgment came to an end, what sign did He give to everyone that He would never again judge the world with a flood? It was the bow. Yes, the bow. The Hebrew language didn’t have a name for the rainbow so in Genesis 9:13 (ESV) it literally reads, “I have set My bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between Me and the earth.” It takes the context of the cloud to make the bow a rainbow as distinguished from an archer’s bow. And the connection to an archer’s bow with the judgment seat of God should not be missed. It was following the execution of God’s judgment by means of a flood that God gave the bow in the clouds as a sign. It’s as though God, after the judgment was complete, hung up His bow of judgment in the sky to remind the world that He is judge and will again judge the earth, but not by a great flood. So, be ready. (see endnote)
So the one who sits on this throne in heaven is stunningly beautiful and bright, but also perfectly just. After all, to sit on a throne is to be in the position of judge. And God executes judgment righteously. And if we need the reminder from Hebrews 10:30-31 (NIV84), here it is: 30 For we know Him who said, “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” and again, “The Lord will judge His people.” 31 It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 

3. Thirdly, what John saw was majestically royal or kingly.
Notice who surrounds the throne. 4 Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads.
This past week, the president of China came to Seattle. How did we notice? Well, he didn’t come alone. The Seattle Times headlined it: Chinese delegation to Seattle numbers 1,000. Xi’s entourage was made up of Chinese officials.
If this is how it looks when royalty makes an appearance, should it not make sense to us that when the most royal Person of all is seen that He would be surrounded by His royal entourage of exalted “officials” who are also supernatural beings?
These twenty-four elders quite likely correspond to the twenty-four Levitical orders appointed by David and who served in Solomon’s temple (1 Chronicles 24:1-19; 2 Chronicles 8:14) 
 Thus, these twenty-four elders, though they wear golden crowns of royalty and sit on thrones like kings and judges, are God’s servants, vividly illustrated in verse 10 when 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne, and worship Him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne … 

They quite likely are an exalted class of angelic beings who serve God and enhance the kingliness of Almighty God. They may be who David spoke of in Psalm 89:7 (NIV84) 7 In the council of the holy ones God is greatly feared; He is more awesome than all who surround Him. Even these who are in God’s inner circle, greatly fear Him. Even among these powerful, angelic servants of God, the Lord God is more awesome.
It’s very possible in last week’s text in Colossians 1:16 (NIV84) when Paul spoke of ranks of angels, that his mention of “thrones” may likely have been a references to these twenty-four elders sitting in the throne room of heaven. 16 For by Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether (ranks of angels) thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by Him and for Him. 

So, we get it, don’t we? The throne in heaven on which the Lord God Almighty sits is the center of everything! And His glory surpasses all attempts to describe it for His brilliance is unapproachable.

4. Fourthly, what John saw was terrifyingly fearful.

5 From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder.
The word “from” in verse 5 is literally “out of.” So, out of the throne came these terrifyingly awful powers of nature. This means that the one who sits on the throne is responsible for them, particularly when He uses them as exclamation points to His judgments.

The association of flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder with God most certainly expresses His fearsomeness. We see these wonders of nature’s power displayed at the end of each series of seven judgments throughout the book of the Revelation. In Revelation 8:5: peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and an earthquake. In Revelation 11:19: flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake and a great hail storm. In Revelation 16:18: flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, and a severe earthquake.
And how can we read of flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder and an earthquake and not be taken back to that earth shaking experience of God giving the Law on Mount Sinai? When I read this passage to Val this week, the picture he had on his wall that I was facing was that of a mountain that easily represented Mount Sinai. And at the base of the mountain was a lake, creating distance, creating a barrier, to keep us from touching that mountain lest we die.
Exodus 19:10–25 (NIV84) 10 And the Lord said to Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow. Have them wash their clothes 11 and be ready by the third day, because on that day the Lord will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. 12 Put limits for the people around the mountain and tell them, ‘Be careful that you do not go up the mountain or touch the foot of it. Whoever touches the mountain shall surely be put to death. 13 He shall surely be stoned or shot with arrows; not a hand is to be laid on him. Whether man or animal, he shall not be permitted to live.’ Only when the ram’s horn sounds a long blast may they go up to the mountain.” 

16 On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled. 17 Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. 18 Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the Lord descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, the whole mountain trembled violently, 19 and the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder. Then Moses spoke and the voice of God answered him. 

20 The Lord descended to the top of Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain. So Moses went up 21 and the Lord said to him, “Go down and warn the people so they do not force their way through to see the Lord and many of them perish. 22 Even the priests, who approach the Lord, must consecrate themselves, or the Lord will break out against them.” 

23 Moses said to the Lord, “The people cannot come up Mount Sinai, because You Yourself warned us, ‘Put limits around the mountain and set it apart as holy.’ ” 

24 The Lord replied, “Go down and bring Aaron up with you. But the priests and the people must not force their way through to come up to the Lord, or He will break out against them.” 

25 So Moses went down to the people and told them. 

Though John in Revelation 4 used just twelve words, 5 From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder, oh what enormous meaning these words have and what powerful emotions they evoke. God is not someone we trifle with. He is to be feared like none other.
5. Fifthly, what John saw was continually empowering.

And in this context of God’s fearsomeness, John sees 5 …. Before the throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the seven spirits of God. Simply stated, John sees the presence of the Holy Spirit before the throne of God as roaring flames of fire coming from seven lamps. Seven being the symbol of fullness and completeness, nothing lacking. There will never be a lack of power in the lampstand, the church, when God’s blazing lamp is sitting on it having the continual flow of the oil of the Holy Spirit. This was illustrated on the Day of Pentecost when the Spirit of God came upon the early Christians with what looked like tongues of fire.

6. Sixthly, what John saw was expansively distant.

6 Also before the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal. 

In other words, this God who sits on the throne in heaven is beyond our reach. He is separated from us by an insurmountable distance like a sea of glass that sets in between us and God. 
We’ve seen pictures of earthly throne rooms where the entrance door is a great distance from the throne and in between is a highly polished floor. That’s the picture Moses and the leaders of Israel saw after receiving the Ten Commandments and consecrating themselves to obey those laws.
Exodus 24:9-10 (NIV84) 9 Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up 10 and saw the God of Israel. Under His feet was something like a pavement made of sapphire (polished, sky blue), clear as the sky itself. The throne room floor establishing distance.
7. Seventhly, what John saw was unimaginably angelic.

6 … In the center (lit. in the immediate vicinity of the throne), around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front and in back.
7 The first living creature was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a face like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle. 8 Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings. Day and night they never stop saying: “Holy, holy, holy (set apart, set apart, set apart) is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.”
These living creatures are the highest order of angelic beings and their primary ministry is to initiate the worship of the God who sits on the throne in heaven. This is not the first time we have heard about the four living creatures. I encourage you to read Ezekiel 1, 2 and 3. It may even sound like the Revelation. What we read in the Revelation about the four living creatures bears some resemblance to the cherubim and the seraphim, two of the highest orders of angels spoken of in the Old Testament. These are elite angels.
Ezekiel 1:4–18 (NIV84) 4 I looked, and I saw a windstorm coming out of the north—an immense cloud with flashing lightning and surrounded by brilliant light. The center of the fire looked like glowing metal, 5 and in the fire was what looked like four living creatures. In appearance their form was that of a man, 6 but each of them had four faces and four wings. 7 Their legs were straight; their feet were like those of a calf and gleamed like burnished bronze. 8 Under their wings on their four sides they had the hands of a man. All four of them had faces and wings, 9 and their wings touched one another. Each one went straight ahead; they did not turn as they moved. 

10 Their faces looked like this: Each of the four had the face of a man, and on the right side each had the face of a lion, and on the left the face of an ox; each also had the face of an eagle. 11 Such were their faces. Their wings were spread out upward; each had two wings, one touching the wing of another creature on either side, and two wings covering its body. 12 Each one went straight ahead. Wherever the spirit would go, they would go, without turning as they went. 13 The appearance of the living creatures was like burning coals of fire or like torches. Fire moved back and forth among the creatures; it was bright, and lightning flashed out of it. 14 The creatures sped back and forth like flashes of lightning. 

18 Their rims were high and awesome, and all four rims were full of eyes all around. 

These living creatures in Ezekiel 10:15 are called cherubim. Isaiah 6:2-4 describes for us the seraphim who bear similar characteristics to the cherubim and the four living creatures in the Revelation.
Art Azurdia says this about the four living creatures: They “form a circle nearest to the throne of God and bear some of the qualities distinct to both the cherubim and the seraphim. They are covered with eyes all around, indicating their vigilant occupation with God.” “A lion was regarded as the king of beasts, reflecting royalty. Jesus is likened to a lion in chapter 5. Of all the domesticated animals the ox was regarded as the strongest. The human face was emblematic of the most intelligent in the animate created realm, thus reflecting wisdom. The flying eagle, the swiftest in the animate created realm, indicating speed. Together, then, these four living creatures bear features that reflect the highest of specific qualities distinct to the animate creation. Therefore, nearest in intimacy to God’s throne is the highest order of angelic beings, the most noble, the most powerful, the most intelligent, the most swift. They serve as the administrators of God’s judicial activity and they inaugurate the judicial purposes of God.” 

8. Eighthly, what John saw was marvelously worshipful.

9 Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne and who lives for ever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne, and worship Him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: 11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for You created all things, and by Your will they were created and have their being.” 

Not only do the four living creatures themselves engage in worship, once they start, they serve as a cue to the twenty-four elders to join them in worship. And I think we could demonstrate how that encouragement to worship continues down to all the angels and then to all the creatures and all things that God has made. 
This then is the context into which we will see Jesus enter next Lord’s Day.

The throne room of God is:
1. indescribably beautiful and brilliant, (Almighty God)

2. righteously judicial, (the bow in the clouds)

3. majestically royal or kingly, (twenty-four elders)

4. terrifyingly fearful, (flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder)
5. continually empowering, (seven lamps blazing)
6. expansively distant, (sea of glass)
7. unimaginably angelic, (four living creatures)
8. marvelously worshipful. (glory, honor and thanks)
There is much more that can be said. But, Lord willing, the Holy Spirit has taken His word and stirred up within you an unusually powerful and penetrating sense of awe and humility regarding the Lord God Almighty, and now you’re ready to worship. Because, …
We can never make too much of the Lord! Amen.

God's Kingdom through God’s Covenants: A Concise Biblical Theology

By Peter J. Gentry, Stephen J. Wellum; a Crossway publication.

God gives to Noah and to all his descendants, to the entire human race, a physical sign of the covenant. The sign of the covenant with Noah is a rainbow in the clouds. Actually, there is no word in Hebrew for “rainbow”; the word used here is the ordinary term for an archers bow. The only other place where the Old Testament refers to a rainbow is Ezekiel 1:28, where a circumlocution such as “the bow which will be in the clouds” is required to indicate that a rainbow is in view and not an archer’s bow. We like the comment of Warren Austin Gage: “the bowl is a weapon of war, an emblem of wrath. God will now set it in the heavens as a token of grace. The lord who makes his bow of wrath into a seven-colored arch of beauty to ornament the heavens is the one who will finally command the nations to beat their swords into plowshares and spears into pruninghooks (Micah 4:3) for the Prince of Peace takes pleasure in mercy (Micah 7:18) and the Righteous Judge delights in grace.” 
 The rainbow, then, is a physical promise, “never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.” It is interesting that the bow set in the clouds is always aimed or pointed up to the heavens, and never downward at us on the earth. Although not every covenant has a sign, this is the only covenant sign which can be given only by the divine partner. All of the other covenant signs are given by the human partner.

I was looking at this picture on the wall while reading Exodus 19 and Revelation 4 to my friend Val. The mountain in the picture made me think of Mount Sinai in Exodus 19. The lake made me think of the sea of glass in Revelation 4. When I think of the restriction that God placed on the Israelites to not come too close to the Mount Sinai, it seems to match the role of the sea of glass that was before the throne in heaven.
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� 1 Chronicles 24:1–19 (NIV84) 1 These were the divisions of the sons of Aaron: - 3 …, David separated them into divisions for their appointed order of ministering. - 5 They divided them impartially by drawing lots, for there were officials of the sanctuary and officials of God among the descendants of both Eleazar and Ithamar. - 7 The first lot fell to Jehoiarib, … 18 …and the twenty-fourth to Maaziah. - 19 This was their appointed order of ministering when they entered the temple of the Lord, according to the regulations prescribed for them by their forefather Aaron, as the Lord, the God of Israel, had commanded him. 2 Chronicles 8:14 (NIV84) 14 In keeping with the ordinance of his father David, he appointed the divisions of the priests for their duties, and the Levites to lead the praise and to assist the priests according to each day’s requirement. He also appointed the gatekeepers by divisions for the various gates, because this was what David the man of God had ordered. 
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