In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – October 18, 2015
The Local Ministry of Gideons International. 

The mission of The Gideons International is to win the lost for Christ, 
and our unique method is the distribution of Bibles and New Testaments in selected streams of life.
Matthew 12:24-30; 36-43; Hebrews 4:12-13
Tim O’Sullivan, speaker, and Greg Baggenstos, prayer partner

12 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Hebrews 4:12 (NIV84)
-----------

Pastor Dan is delighted to have representatives from The Gideons International with us this Lord’s Day to encourage us from the very Word that they help distribute in a wide range of venues from motel rooms to prisons, from schools to State fairs. Welcome them with an inquisitive mind and let’s cheer them on in their valuable ministry. The texts below are intended to prepare us to hear well what Tim O’Sullivan will say.
	Matthew 13:24–30 (NIV84) 

24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 

27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ 

28 “ ‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. 

“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 

29 “ ‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’ ” 

Matthew 13:36–43 (NIV84) 

36 Then He left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to Him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” 

37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 

40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will weed out of His kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. 

Hebrews 4:12–13 (NIV84) 

12 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of Him to whom we must give account. 


	How does Jesus describe the “kingdom of heaven”? 
13:24 How is a kingdom like a man?
What are the actions of the man who is like the kingdom of heaven?
13:25 What are the actions of the enemy of the kingdom of heaven?
13:26 When did the evidence of the enemy’s work appear?
13:27 How is the man who is like the kingdom of heaven described in relation to his servants?
Why were the servants surprised?
13:28 How did the servants think they could solve the problem?
13:29-30 What is the owner’s (the man likened to the kingdom of heaven) solution?
13:36 Who wants an explanation of the parable? 

What questions do you have about the parable?
13:37 Who is the sower of the good seed?
13:38 Who is the field in which the good seed is sown?
Who represents the good seed?
13:38-39 Who sows the seeds that become enemies of the kingdom of heaven?
13:39 When will the harvest take place?
Who will be the harvesters?
13:40-42 What will happen to the weeds then?
13:43 What are the good seed called?

What will happen to the good seed at harvest time?
4:12 How does writer of Hebrews liken the word of God?
What will the word of God do in your life?
Why should we welcome the work of God’s word in our lives?
Application: What action will you take or renew in response to these Scriptures?



My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: __________________________

My prayer for Pastor Micah and all those who will hear this message: __________________________
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