Sunday, November 1, 2015 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Dr. Daniel Folden

Introduction to 1, 2 & 3 John, Part 1 – The author

Matthew 4:18-25; 17:1-13; John 20:1-9
8 Finally the other disciple (John), who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed.
 John 20:8 (NIV84)
-----------

Today, November 1, 2015, is a monumental day; a memorable day. As is our practice, on the first Sunday of each month we celebrate Communion at our Lord’s Table. This is an important practice for us to turn our attention to the night on which our Lord was betrayed; when He gathered His disciples together in the Upper Room to share the Passover meal with them for the last time. At that meal, He clearly stated to them, though it remained unclear for them until after His resurrection, that He had to offer His body as the Final Passover Lamb for the forgiveness of sins (Matthew 26:27). At the conclusion of my sermon this morning, we will share together at the Lord’s Table.
Today we have launched our Christmas giving to Vine Maple Place and Christmas Child.

Today is also the Lord’s Day, the first day of the week, our weekly reminder of Christ’s resurrection from the dead. It was on Sunday, the third day since Christ’s crucifixion, that Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, after going out to look at the tomb where Jesus had been laid, were the first to discover from an angel, while seeing that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance to the tomb, that Christ’s body was no longer in the tomb, that He had risen from the dead, just as He said He would (Matthew 28:4).

And yesterday was Reformation Day, October 31st. It was on that day in 1517, now 498 years ago, that Martin Luther nailed his ninety-five theses to the church door in Wittenberg, Germany. Reformation Day commemorates what R.C. Sproul says was perhaps the greatest move of God’s Spirit since the days of the Apostles since his action provoked a debate that culminated finally in what we now call the Protestant Reformation. Typically, protestant churches will celebrate Reformation Day on the Sunday on or prior to October 31st. Since we didn’t celebrate last Sunday, we’re making up for it this Sunday.
Probably Luther’s most significant contribution to Christian theology is his exposition of what Scripture actually says about salvation and justification. Salvation is by grace alone through faith alone (Eph. 2:8-10) in the perfect righteousness of Christ alone (2 Cor. 5:21). Martin Luther’s rediscovery of this truth led to a whole host of other church and societal reforms. Much of what we take for granted today would have likely been impossible had Martin Luther never lived. Luther’s translation of the Bible into the common German language put the Word of God in the hands of the common people. So today, as we consider the importance of Reformation Day, may we be knowledgeable proclaimers and defenders of biblical truth.

Today is also a significant and important day because of the launching of a new, Christ honoring website called ChristNow.com. It’s the culmination of the 45 year ministry of our friend David Bryant. We are praying with him that this website will make a significant contribution to a Christ Awakening throughout the United States and the entire world. Let me introduce you to the home page of ChristNow.com. (3 minute home page introduction)
Today is also significant because we launch our new sermon series for the 2015-2016 school year, the study of John’s letters. It has been my privilege as pastor of New Heights Christian Church to preach through both the Gospel of John and The Revelation of Jesus Christ, two very important books of the Bible written by the Apostle John. Both of those studies greatly impacted my personal life as I grew tremendously in my understanding of Jesus Christ and His role within the Trinity.

So today, Lord willing, I embark on the completion of the trilogy of John’s writings, by starting a series of sermons from his three letters known as 1 John, 2 John and 3 John.
It shouldn’t come as a surprise to any of us that the conclusion of evangelical theologians is that the same Apostle John who wrote the Gospel of John and the Revelation of Jesus Christ is also the author of each of the three letters of John. Therefore, it won’t surprise you that we will hear common themes and words in John’s letters that are also present in his Gospel and in the Revelation.
Most scholars agree that the order of writing was first his Gospel, then his letters and finally his Revelation. There is some disagreement over the dates of the writings. The view I am most leaning toward is that the Gospel of John was written between 80-90 AD, 1 John, 2 John and 3 John were written sometime between 90-95 AD, and the Revelation was written between 94-96 AD. This fits the belief that the Apostle John was quite old when he wrote these works.
What is interesting in this regard is to then ask how old John was when he was called to be a disciple of Jesus. Well, it’s very possible and even very likely, that John was still in his teen years when Jesus called him to be His disciple. John could have been half the age of Jesus when he started following Him. Thus, we can chronicle the maturing process of John as we read about him in the Gospels and in the Acts of the Apostles.
What is equally as interesting regarding John’s age is that he lived to be the last surviving apostle. Some suggest that he lived to be between 100 and 110 years of age. And given the way he often addresses his audience, especially in 1 John, as dear children, we have an author who is an old man who has walked with Jesus, physically and spiritually, for a very long time.

[image: image1.png]EJ christow - christvow X |+ =

« 3> 0 christnowcom *| = @

Yr 1lohn

O o

GoogleMaps G Google W, JunoMessage [T] nhcaweb = Toolkitfor Healthy || Imported From IE /¢ HP Games ¢ HP-SeeWhatsHot ¢ Amazoncom—

v f

Email Options ~ Contact Us.

CH
N

B e "
There may be much more to-him than you currently see.

...He has this name written:
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS
[a] mAagw § 0 @8 @ ! ~ewma




So, to introduce us to John’s letters, I would first of all like to look at the impact of Jesus on John. How was John impacted by or changed by his relationship with Jesus? To help us think about that question, I think it would be appropriate if I continue to introduce you to the new website ChristNow.com by way of viewing an introduction to one of the sessions of teaching found there.
So, type in ChristNow.com in your url box and enter. This should open the home page of ChristNow.com. This is what we viewed earlier. Then go to the Christ Institutes option found in the upper right hand corner of the page. Click on that. You should see The Christ Institutes Video Series Overview.
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Then scroll down that page to view the column that reads: Session Overviews. With your mouse, select Session 6 Overview – Who Christ is WITHIN Us … now. Let’s listen to a minute and a half of David Bryant. Click on it.
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“Who do you say that I am?” - Matthew 1615

The Christ Institutes Video Series (TCI) were originally conducted by David Bryant as live, 48-hour intensives. Presented by David Bryan, they have been endorsed by a
cross-section of respected Christian leaders. With compelling teaching, creative visuals and clear applications, TCI maintains a consistently singular focus on the majesty
and supremacy of God's Son today.

Participants will experience a life-changing journey into more of the greatness and glory of Christ, what TCI calls a “Christ Awakening.”

Choose to experience TCl at your own pace; or by leading a group through nine weeks using the nine 70-minute videos; or by signing up for the free 55-day email and
video series. A Participant Guide is included

To the right are two-minute video clips where David provides you an overview of the focus and content of each one of the nine sessions.

Begin, however, by viewing the short presentation below, where David presents a valuable synopsis of the overall experience offered by The Christ Institutes Video Series.
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You heard the question: If together, people in your congregation came face to face with the living, reigning, Lord Jesus literally, right here, right now, would anything in your church as it stands today remain unchanged? David’s question sounds very similar to the question I’m asking about the relationship John had with Jesus. Remember, we are about to study John’s letters. And I want us to get to know something of the author John before we read the letters he has written to us.
So, for the next few minutes, I would like to read just a few selections from the Scriptures, starting in the Gospels, with stories of Jesus where John was noted as present. And I’d like for each of us to put on John’s sandals and put on his ears and eyes and try to feel the impact and think the thoughts that John had when in the presence of Jesus. If we can sense to some degree what it was like for John to be in the presence of Jesus and to see how it changed him, then I believe the Holy Spirit can instill within us the hope that our being in His presence with His Word and with His people can change us in a similar way that John was changed.

Let’s go first to Luke 5:1–11 (NIV84) 1 One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret (i.e. the Sea of Galilee), with the people crowding around Him and listening to the word of God, 2 He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then He sat down and taught the people from the boat. (This is an interesting strategy for recruiting followers, isn’t it?)
4 When He had finished speaking, He said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.” 

5 Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But because You say so, I will let down the nets.” 

6 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 

8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, 10 and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. 

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will catch men.” 11 So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed Him. 

So Luke established that John was a partner with Simon. And Simon knew Jesus well enough before this incident that he called Him Master and Lord, with his actions backing up those words. So, whatever relationship John had with Jesus before this, it’s likely that he had heard Peter speaking of Him as someone noteworthy and worthy of his attention. 

Matthew’s version of this story sounds like this: Matthew 4:18–25 (NIV84) 18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19 “Come, follow Me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” 20 At once they left their nets and followed Him. 

(Sounds like the Cliffs Notes version of the Luke story, doesn’t it?) 21 Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 22 and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed Him. (So the response of Peter’s partners was the same as his.)
23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 24 News about Him spread all over Syria, and people brought to Him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed, and He healed them. 25 Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed Him. 

So far we know that John was the brother of James, the son of Zebedee. He was a fisherman who fished with a boat and with nets on the Sea of Galilee. Matthew informs us that James and John were partners with Peter. John quickly and affirmatively responded to Jesus’ invitation to follow Him. John had the opportunity to hear Jesus speak, so he knew something about His message. He saw Jesus hold a crowd by speaking to them. 
But, I’m also convinced that this was not the first encounter that John had with Jesus. We know that John the Baptist had been preparing the way for Jesus and the word was out there that Jesus was coming. We know that Andrew was a disciple of John the Baptist and when Andrew ran after Jesus to find out where He was staying, he then went to find his brother Peter to come along to also hang out with Jesus (John 1:35-43). And it’s very possible, even likely, that John was with them as that other disciple of John the Baptist (John 1:40).
Now imagine that you were John when Jesus came to these fishermen on the shores of the Sea of Galilee. You saw with your own eyes the big catch of fish that Peter was bringing in and for which he needed your help. You saw Peter’s response of utter amazement. And you were amazed, as well. You also saw how being with Jesus caused Peter to be suddenly aware of his sinfulness and ask Jesus to get away from him. How does that make you think and feel about Jesus?
And according to the Matthew text, with these four fishermen in tow, Jesus went traveling around the larger region of Galilee and Judea teaching in the synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 
And John was there, witnessing Jesus at work. So what do you suppose was the impact of his being with Jesus during this time? Peter had already recognized Him as a holy Man; so holy that he became aware of his own sinfulness while in His presence (Luke 5:8). And John was already amazed at Jesus’ ability to draw fish into their nets. But now they are seeing a Man like never before, worshipping in the synagogues, teaching about the kingdom of God and healing every disease and sickness among the people. Jesus was fishing for men.
But how was He able to draw John away from fishing for fish? What was so compelling about Jesus? Why would John leave the certainty of a family business to follow Jesus? Let me suggest that Jesus cast a vision of something greater than John was presently doing. Jesus was saying, “men are greater than fish.” People are worth a greater investment of our lives because they can be brought into the “net” of Jesus Christ. That’s a much greater vision than our catching of fish. And John learned that while in the presence of Jesus.
We read in Mark 3:13–19 (NIV84) 13 Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to Him those He wanted, and they came to Him. 14 He appointed twelve—designating them apostles—that they might be with Him and that He might send them out to preach 15 and to have authority to drive out demons. 16 These are the twelve He appointed: Simon (to whom He gave the name Peter); 17 James son of Zebedee and His brother John (to them He gave the name Boanerges, which means Sons of Thunder); 18 Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot 19 and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Him. 

Did you catch the nickname that Jesus gave James and John? “Sons of Thunder”? I rather suspect that this was not a high complement by Jesus. It was a name to rise above.
In Mark 9:38 (NIV84) we get some insight into John’s disposition. 38 “Teacher,” said John, “we saw a man driving out demons in Your name and we told him to stop, because he was not one of us.” 
And also in Luke 9:52–56 (NIV84) 52 And He (Jesus) sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for Him; 53 but the people there did not welcome Him, because He was heading for Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do You want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them, 56 and they went to another village. 

Or in Mark 10:35–37 (NIV84) 35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want You to do for us whatever we ask.” 

36 “What do you want Me to do for you?” He asked. 

37 They replied, “Let one of us sit at Your right and the other at Your left in Your glory.” 

This is John in his immature years where he was self-assertive, unbending, reckless, ambitious, explosive and narrow-minded. But we will see that John aged well. 
In Twelve Ordinary Men by John MacArthur, he says this about John: “Under the control of the Holy Spirit, all his liabilities were exchanged for assets. Compare the young disciple with the aged patriarch, and you’ll see that as he matured, his areas of greatest weakness all developed into his greatest strengths. He’s an amazing example of what should happen to us as we grow in Christ—allowing the Lord’s strength to be made perfect in our weakness.

“When we think of the apostle John today, we usually think of a tender-hearted, elderly apostle. As the elder statesman of the church near the end of the first century, he was universally beloved and respected for his devotion to Christ and his great love for the saints worldwide. That is precisely why he earned the epithet, “apostle of love.”

“But love did not nullify the apostle John’s passion for truth. Rather, it gave him the balance he needed. He retained to the end of his life a deep and abiding love for God’s truth, and he remained bold in proclaiming it to the very end.

“John’s zeal for the truth shaped the way he wrote. Of all the writers of the New Testament, he is the most black and white in his thinking. He thinks and writes in absolutes. He deals with certainties. Everything is cut-and-dried with him. There aren’t many gray areas in his teaching, because he tends to state things in unqualified, antithetical language.” 

So, I ask again, How was John impacted or changed as he walked with Jesus?
Jesus did have an inner circle with whom He shared some extremely powerful experiences.
Matthew 17:1–13 (NIV84) 1 After six days Jesus took with Him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 There He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light. 3 Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. 

4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If You wish, I will put up three shelters—one for You, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 

5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is My Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased. Listen to Him!” 

6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. 7 But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” He said. “Don’t be afraid.” 8 When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus. 

9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 

10 The disciples asked Him, “Why then do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come first?” 

11 Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore all things. 12 But I tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but have done to him everything they wished. In the same way the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples understood that He was talking to them about John the Baptist. 

John was with Peter and James whom Jesus selected to join Him on the Mount of Transfiguration where Jesus’ face shown like the sun and His clothes became as white as the light. John was witness to seeing Jesus talking with Moses and Elijah at this time. Jesus spoke of this transfiguration experience in the context of His upcoming death and resurrection.

How was John impacted by or changed by this event with Jesus?

In Luke 22:8, John the apostle was sent with Peter to make preparations for the Lord to eat the Passover meal with His disciples the night before His crucifixion. How was John impacted or changed by these instructions? Think about preparing the last meal you will have with your best friend or a family member. Think about this when the person about to die is the one informing you of his or her death. So how was John impacted or changed by preparing Jesus’ last meal?
In Mark 14:32-42 Jesus took Peter, James and John along with Him to pray in Gethsemane on the night He was betrayed, the night before He was crucified. He asked these three to stay and keep watch while He prayed. But, they fell asleep. How was John impacted or changed by this?

We read in John 20:1-9 that on the morning of Jesus’ resurrection, John was with Peter when Mary Magdalene arrived with the first report of an eye witness that the stone in front of the tomb had been removed and that Jesus’ body was no longer in the tomb. John out ran Peter to the empty tomb but Peter went in first. Finally when John went into the empty tomb, “he saw and believed.” Exactly what he believed is somewhat unclear, but do we know he was still not connecting all the dots from what Scripture said about Jesus having to rise from the dead. At least at this point he believed that Jesus was no longer in the tomb. How was John impacted or changed by this experience?

Acts 12:1–3 (NIV84) 1 It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to persecute them. 2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword. 3 When he saw that this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 

How was John impacted or changed by this experience?
It should not surprise us that in the presence of Jesus, John grew up and became a changed man, a man of God. His changed life was the work of the Holy Spirit, the work of the Word of God, the fellowship of believers in Christ and the circumstances of life. It is this man whom God used to write to us for reading now the letters of 1 John, 2 John and 3 John.
My summary of those letters reads like this: We live in a sinful world. No surprise here. But, because of Christ, we are not overcome by the sin that is so ever present around us. But, becoming a Christian doesn’t take us out of the world. Rather, as Christians we are to be equipped to remain in the world as a community that is fully enjoying fellowship with the Father and His Son. As a result of this fellowship, we live as victorious conquerors over sin while simultaneously bringing with us the light of Christ, the righteousness of Christ and the love of Christ to persons lost in the darkness of the world so that they can enter into the same joy we are having in Christ.

To the end that this above statement is our heart’s desire, we now give ourselves to the study of John’s three letters that we know as 1 John, 2 John and 3 John.

Amen.
Communion







� John MacArthur, Twelve Ordinary Men, ©2002 by John MacArthur, W Publishing Group, division of Thomas Nelson, Nashville, TN.
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