In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – November 1, 2015
Introduction to 1, 2 & 3 John, Part 1 – The author
Matthew 4:18-25; 17:1-13; John 20:1-9
8 Finally the other disciple (John), who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed.
 John 20:8 (NIV84)
-----------

Welcome to the study of John’s letters. We live in a sinful world. No surprise here. But, because of Christ, we are not overcome by the sin that is so ever present around us. But, becoming a Christian doesn’t take us out of the world. Rather, as Christians we are to be equipped to remain in the world as a community that is fully enjoying fellowship with the Father and His Son. As a result of this fellowship, we live as victorious conquerors over sin while simultaneously bringing with us the light of Christ, the righteousness of Christ and the love of Christ to persons lost in the darkness of the world so that they can enter into the same joy we are having in Christ.

To the end that this above statement is our heart’s desire, we now give ourselves to the study of John’s three letters we know as 1 John, 2 John and 3 John.

	Who is John the Apostle?

Matthew 4:18–25 (NIV84) 

18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19 “Come, follow Me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” 20 At once they left their nets and followed Him. 

21 Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 22 and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed Him. 
23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 24 News about Him spread all over Syria, and people brought to Him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed, and He healed them. 25 Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed Him. 

Matthew 17:1–13 (NIV84) 

1 After six days Jesus took with Him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 There He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light. 3 Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. 

4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If You wish, I will put up three shelters—one for You, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 

5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is My Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased. Listen to Him!” 

6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. 7 But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” He said. “Don’t be afraid.” 8 When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus. 

9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 

10 The disciples asked Him, “Why then do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come first?” 

11 Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore all things. 12 But I tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but have done to him everything they wished. In the same way the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples understood that He was talking to them about John the Baptist. 

John 20:1–9 (NIV84) 

1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put Him!” 

3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus’ head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 


	While reading these Biblical texts, attempt to place yourself in the shoes of John and try to answer the following questions:

How was John impacted by or changed by his relationship with Jesus?

How was John impacted by or changed by his time with Jesus?

How was John impacted or changed by this experience?

Application: What action will you take or renew in response to these Scriptures?



My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: __________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear this message: __________________________
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