In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – November 8, 2015
Introduction to 1, 2 & 3 John, Part 1 – John’s Gospel in John’s Letters
John 1:1-5; John 1:10-14; John 3:10–21; plus more
18 Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.
John 3:18 (NIV84)
-----------

Welcome to the study of John’s letters. We live in a sinful world. No surprise here. But, because of Christ, we are not overcome by the sin that is so ever present around us. But, becoming a Christian doesn’t take us out of the world. Rather, as Christians we are to be equipped to remain in the world as a community that is fully enjoying fellowship with the Father and His Son. As a result of this fellowship, we live as victorious conquerors over sin while simultaneously bringing with us the light of Christ, the righteousness of Christ and the love of Christ to persons lost in the darkness of the world so that they can enter into the same joy we are having in Christ.

To the end that this above statement is our heart’s desire, we now give ourselves to the study of John’s three letters we know as 1 John, 2 John and 3 John.

	Preparing to hear the words in John’s letters by reviewing his words in his Gospel

Let’s get acquainted with the following excerpts from the Gospel of John which appear to play a huge role in what we will hear in John’s Letters. 


The Gospel of John
John 1:1-5
John 1:1-2 (NIV84) 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. (1 John 1:1-2)
John 1:3 (NIV84) 3 Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made. 
John 1:4 (NIV84) 4 In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. (1 John 5:11-12)
John 1:5 (NIV84) 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 

What do you learn about Jesus from the above verses?

John 1:10-14
John 1:10-11 (NIV84) 10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize Him. 11 He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him. 
John 1:12 (NIV84) 12 Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God— (1 John 5:13)
John 1:13 (NIV84) 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. (1 John 2:29; 3:9; 5:4, 18)
John 1:14 (NIV84) 14 The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

What do you learn about becoming “children of God” from the above verses?

John 3:10–21
John 3:10-14 (NIV84) 10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 I tell you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 
John 3:15 (NIV84) 15 that everyone who believes in Him may have eternal life. (1 John 5:11-12)
John 3:16 (NIV84) 16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. (1 John 4:9)
John 3:17 (NIV84) 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him. 
John 3:18 (NIV84) 18 Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. (1 John 4:9)
John 3:19-21 (NIV84) 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God.” 

How does John describe how we come to believe in Jesus from the above verses?

John 8:12, 21-24, 34, & 44
John 8:12 (NIV84) 12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, He said, “I am the Light of the World. Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” (1 John 1:6; 2:11)
John 8:21–22 (NIV84) 21 Once more Jesus said to them, “I am going away, and you will look for Me, and you will die in your sin. Where I go, you cannot come.” 

22 This made the Jews ask, “Will He kill Himself? Is that why He says, ‘Where I go, you cannot come’?” 

John 8:23 (NIV84) 23 But He continued, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. (1 John 2:16; 4:5)
John 8:24 (NIV84) 24 I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins.” 

John 8:34 (NIV84) 34 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. (1 John 3:4)
John 8:44 (NIV84) 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. (1 John 3:8)

How does the Light of the World break the chains that bind us to the world?

John 14:1–6
John 14:1–5 (NIV84) 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.” 

5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we don’t know where You are going, so how can we know the way?” 

John 14:6 (NIV84) 6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. (1 John 5:11-12)
What do we learn about “the way” to the Father from the above verses?

John 14:15-17, 25-27; 15:26; 16:7
John 14:15 (NIV84) 15 “If you love Me, you will obey what I command. 
John 14:16 (NIV84) 16 And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— (1 John 2:1)
John 14:17 (NIV84) 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept Him, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him. But you know Him, for He lives with you and will be in you. 

John 14:25 (NIV84) 25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 
John 14:26 (NIV84) 26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. (1 John 2:1)
John 14:27 (NIV84) 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

John 15:26 (NIV84) 26 “When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, He will testify about Me. (1 John 2:1)
John 16:7 (NIV84) 7 But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. (1 John 2:1)
How does Jesus describe our relationship with the Holy Spirit from the above verses?

John 20:31
John 20:31 (NIV84) 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name. (1 John 5:11-12)
Why did God direct John to write his Gospel?
The First Letter of John
1 John 1:1-2 (NIV84) 1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 
1 John 1:6 (NIV84) 6 If we claim to have fellowship with Him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 

1 John 2:1 (NIV84) 1 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

1 John 2:11 (NIV84) 11 But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness; he does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded him. 

1 John 2:16 (NIV84) 16 For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world. 

1 John 2:29 (NIV84) 29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of Him. 

1 John 3:4 (NIV84) 4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 
1 John 3:8 (NIV84) 8 He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. 

1 John 3:9 (NIV84) 9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in Him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God. 

1 John 4:5 (NIV84) 5 They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 

1 John 4:9 (NIV84) 9 This is how God showed His love among us: He sent His one and only Son into the world that we might live through Him. 

1 John 5:4 (NIV84) 4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 

1 John 5:11–12 (NIV84) 11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

1 John 5:13 (NIV84) 13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 

1 John 5:18 (NIV84) 18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the one who was born of God keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him. 
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