Sunday, November 15, 2015 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Dr. Daniel Folden

Introduction to 1, 2 & 3 John, Part 3 – 
The author’s audience and his purpose for writing
John 1-5
1:3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ. 1:4 We write this to make our (your) joy complete.
1 John 1:3-4 (NIV84)
-----------

I suppose it would be hard to start this sermon without first speaking about the notebooks we handed out to you – that you have in your hands. And, yes, I do want you to explore your notebook and see what’s in it. And so, we can do it together.
The cover page, which is both on the outside of the notebook as well as the first page in the notebook, welcomes you to our new sermon series for the 2015-2016 school year, the study of John’s letters. By examining and preaching from John’s letters, we as a church family will be completing the trilogy of John’s writings, having already preached through his Gospel of John and his Revelation of Jesus Christ.
My prayer is that with our background in the Gospel of John and the Revelation, we will be able to hear extra well what God has to say through His servant John in his letters to us. May it be that our study of the letters of John strengthens our walk with Christ and emboldens our witness in our community.
Notice the picture on the cover page. It highlights faith spoken of in 1 John 5:4. “For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that as overcome the world – OUR FAITH.” I will soon show you how this is really the goal of our study in 1 John. 
At the bottom of the cover page, I have written my summary of 1 John. We live in a sinful world. No surprise here. But, because of Christ, we are not overcome by the sin that is so ever present around us. But, becoming a Christian doesn’t take us out of the world. Rather, as Christians we are to be equipped to remain in the world as a community that is fully enjoying fellowship with the Father and His Son. As a result of this fellowship, we live as victorious conquerors over sin while simultaneously bringing with us the light of Christ, the righteousness of Christ and the love of Christ to persons lost in the darkness of the world so that they can enter into the same joy we are having in Christ.

To the end that this above statement is our heart’s desire, we now give ourselves to the study of John’s three letters we know as 1 John, 2 John and 3 John.

On page 1, I answer the question: What is it about John that gives us added reasons to study the Letters of John?

Here are my answers. You may have others to add, but here are five. 
1. Because the Apostle John was a personal friend of Jesus Christ. i.e. John is best positioned to give us details of Jesus’ personal life because of his extremely close relationship with Jesus.

2. Because the Apostle John was an official student of Jesus Christ. i.e. John received the greatest amount of Jesus’ full teaching curriculum because he was among the select Twelve.
3. Because the Apostle John was directly assigned as an ambassador by Jesus Christ to the world. i.e. John had the approval of Jesus to speak on His behalf as one of His chosen apostles.

4. Because the Apostle John personally observed and participated more in the ministry of Jesus Christ than any other human being with the possible exception of the Apostle Peter. i.e. John is best prepared to tell the whole story of Jesus’ life because he had more knowledge of Jesus.

5. Because the Apostle John was profoundly and dramatically changed for having been with Jesus. i.e. His transformation from immaturity to maturity as a person and as a Christian are observed in the texts of Scripture. And that was the focus of my first introductory sermon to John’s letters. And it is this latter point that I believe should strike a very personal chord with each of us.
At the bottom of page 1 I write: If we can sense to some degree what it was like for John to be in the presence of Jesus and to see how it changed him, then the Holy Spirit can instill within us the hope that our being in Jesus’ presence with His Word and with His people can change us in a similar manner.

Page 2. God has called His people to gather together. The New Testament word for this gathering is ecclesia. In the New Testament it refers to the company of those whom God has called out of darkness into His marvelous light, as in 1 Peter 2:9, to be viewed as constituting a local congregation, or as in Ephesians 1:22, the whole body of believers, or as in 1 Corinthians 11:18, a gathering for worship.
 I believe we should live with the expectation that our consistent gathering together will result in our being changed more and more into Christ’s likeness if we are in reality meeting with Jesus Christ through the presence of His Holy Spirit as He makes Himself known through His Holy Scriptures and through His obedient children.
Pages 3, 4 & 5 are a review of the first introductory sermon. 

Page 6. Last Lord’s Day I took us through an exercise of seeing how the story of our redemption is found in both the Gospel of John and in his First Letter. So pages 6, 7 & 8, provide you with parallel texts as the story of our redemption unfolds in both John and 1 John. I mentioned that 1 John was therefore much like the Gospel of John, just without the stories we find in the Gospel account.

Pages 9 & 10 gives attention to some specially used Greek terms worthy of your attention.
Now, if you’ll turn to page 11, I would like to provide you with a big picture view of John’s First Letter. Notice near the top I’ve outlined the entire First Letter of John in five words. Life, Light, Righteous, Love and Faith. The two bookend terms, Life and Faith, permeate the book. They represent the target, the end goal of the book. I’ve stated that end goal as Living by faith in the living and life-giving Jesus Christ. The book starts and ends with that goal. Thus, of my five word summary of the book, it starts with Life, namely the Life of Christ who is Eternal Life. And the book ends with Faith, namely, our faith in the life of Christ. 

The three middle terms, Light, Righteous and Love, reveal a progression within the book from theology to morality to sociology. Thus, to make it possible for us to live by faith in the living and life-giving Jesus Christ, we need to recognize that the most important starting point is Theological – What we believe about God? Thus, early in First John, the truth that God is Light is featured. John will then contrast and distinguish light from darkness.

The logical next step is addressing what is Moral – Why do believe something is right or wrong! Here John features the truth that God is Righteous! And he sets up the contrast and distinction of what is true and what is false.

Very strongly stated in John’s letters is that it is not enough to have correct theology and correct morals. These need to be put into practice in our relationships. So the goal of correct theology and morality is Social – How do we fellowship or we engage with people in the world and in the church! And here John almost seems to go overboard in featuring the truth that God is Love! Here John sets up the contrast and distinction of love versus fear.

Now, with these three as the foundation for our Christian lives on which we stand, the fellowship we are able to then sustain is achieved by living by faith in the living and life-giving Jesus Christ.

This is the big picture view of 1 John. So, as we start to get into the details of what John writes in his letters, let’s not forget how the details fit into the whole picture. His letters are intended to help us live by faith in the living and life-giving Jesus Christ. And as His life is lived out in our lives, it should also become evident that God is light, that God is righteous, and that God is love.
Turn if you would to pages 12 & 13. I’ve categorized First John under four of the five word outline of John’s First Letter. So, if you want to find references to life, light, righteous or love, they are listed there like a concordance would list them. 

Now as you’re look at those two pages, what strikes you? Tell your neighbor.

Now, for the remainder of our time, I would like to attempt to answer two questions. Why did John write 1 John and What does John’s Christ-believing-audience already know before he writes to them? We’re on page 14.
Why did John write 1 John?

1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 1:2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 1:3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ. 1:4 We write this to make our (your) joy complete.

From John’s personal experience of having come to know intimately Jesus Christ in joyful fellowship with Him and the Father, he writes 1 John so that his readers would enter into the same joyful fellowship that he is experiencing. John proclaims by his personal testimony that Jesus Christ is the Word of life and the eternal Life who appeared on earth in a human body to make this joyful fellowship a reality for all who would believe in Him.

So why did John write 1 John? 1. He wants his readers to enjoy the same fellowship with the Father and His Son that he is enjoying!
So, if you leave with nothing else this morning, know that John’s intention in writing his first letter to you is that you would come to deeply and thoroughly enjoy your fellowship with God the Father; that you would come to deeply and thoroughly enjoy your fellowship with His Son, and, surprise of all surprises, that you would come to deeply and thoroughly enjoy your fellowship the people who are already enjoying their fellowship with the Father and His Son. This is John’s goal for you and why he writes this letter.
---------------------- Why did John write 1 John? Notice chapter 2, verse 1.
2:1 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have One who speaks to the Father in our defense*—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2:2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 

John sets the bar (standard) high for his objective in writing. He writes 1 John so that his readers will not sin. It appears that he realizes that his readers will fall short of this objective so he immediately writes to tell them how to take advantage of God’s provision for when they do sin. Yet, John doesn’t abandon the goal simply because of this very important and necessary provision for sinning.

2. He wants his readers to know how they can greatly reduce their time living in sin.
Folks, this alone should draw us to this letter. Anyone who can help us greatly reduce our time living in sin, should at least be given the opportunity. And if you notice in the bulletin, the sermon on this topic is scheduled for November 29th. 
---------------------- Why did John write 1 John? Notice chapter 2, verse 7.
2:7 Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, which you have had since the beginning. This old command is the message you have heard. 2:8 Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in Him and you, because the darkness is passing and the true light is already shining. 

2:10 Whoever loves his brother lives in the light, and there is nothing in him to make him stumble.

It appears that John writes in order to reissue an old command to love that is now set in the new context of Christ’s coming as the Light who enables believers with a great advantage to love because of the light He provides.

2:12 I write to you, dear children, because your sins have been forgiven on account of His name. 

2:13c I write to you, dear children, because you have known the Father. 

2:14 I write to you, fathers, because you have known Him who is from the beginning. 

I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God lives in you, and you have overcome the evil one. 

John appears to write to affirm and encourage those who are living in God’s Light by stating the realities that exist for all those who live in God’s Light, such as their sins have been forgiven, such as they have come to know the Father, such as they are strong, and the word of God lives in them and they have overcome the evil one. 
So, in verses 7 -14 if chapter 2, John writes because … 3. He wants his readers to know and live in the realities and great benefits of walking in Christ’s light. Walking in Christ’s light has many great benefits to us. Bring His flashlight with you wherever you go! 
---------------------- Why did John write 1 John? Notice chapter 5, verse 13.
5:13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 

John writes his letter so that those who believe in Jesus will know that they have eternal life.

4. He wants his readers to be confident that they have eternal life in Jesus Christ.
Here’s another reason we should want to read and study 1 John; to have our confidence built that we have eternal life in Jesus Christ.
----------------------

And now my second question: What does John’s Christ-believing-audience already know?

2:20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. 2:21 I do not write to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it and because no lie comes from the truth.
Throughout this first letter, John frequently is telling his readers what they know. This appears to be a major reason for his writing, to remind them of what they know. In 2:20-21, John links the anointing from the Holy One with their knowledge of the truth. Believers in Christ know the truth. This is what John’s Christ-believing-audience already knows.
1. They know the truth.

---------------------- What else do they know?
2:3 We know that we have come to know Him if we obey His commands.
2:5 But if anyone obeys His word, God’s love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in Him: 2:6 Whoever claims to live in Him must walk as Jesus did.
4:13 We know that we live in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 4:14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son to be the Savior of the world. 4:15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. 

2. John’s audience know they live in God. They have received His Spirit and they obey His word.
---------------------- What else do they know?
3:2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when He appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.
3. They know they will be like Christ when He comes again at the end of time.

----------------------

3:5 But you know that He appeared so that He might take away our sins. And in Him is no sin. 3:6 No one who lives in Him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen Him or known Him. 

4. They know Jesus came to take away their sins.

----------------------

3:14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death. 3:15 Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him. 

5. They know they have passed from death to life.

----------------------

4:16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. 

6. They know and rely on the love God has for them.

----------------------

5:14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 5:15 And if we know that He hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of Him. 

7. They know that God hears and answers their prayers.

----------------------

5:18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the One who was born of God keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him. 5:19 We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one. 
8. They know that Jesus Christ keeps them safe from the evil one.

----------------------

5:20 We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know Him who is true. And we are in Him who is true—even in His Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.
9. They know that Jesus, the Son of God, who is the true God and eternal life, has come and given them understanding to know God personally.

----------------------

Based on what John says in his first letter, what then can we reasonably say about his intended audience?

These are believers who know the truth. Their life is found in Christ. They know their future hope is that they will one day be like Christ. They know why Jesus Christ came to this earth. They know they have passed from death to life. They have experienced the confidence that comes from relying on the love that God has for them. They’ve experienced God answering their prayers. They’ve experienced being kept safe from the evil one. They know that Jesus Christ has connected them to a personal relationship with God.
No very possibly, everyone in this room knows and has experienced all nine of these truths. 

Now most all of us who have walked with Christ for any length of time, soon discover that the enemy makes attempts to destroy our walk with Christ. Obviously, the Apostle John wants us to never get derailed by Satan’s attacks or strategies to undermine our faith. 

So, if it is your desire to keep your walk with Christ going strong, let’s give ourselves to putting into practice the lessons John teaches in his letters.

And may I suggest that during this next week you read through the entire First Letter of John? I would also like to suggest that you study with me in advance of each upcoming sermon from John’s letters. So if you would turn with me to page 18, I’d like you to notice that I have divided up John’s letters into what I’m calling Blog Posts. Twenty-four Blog Posts comprise all three letters. My sermons will usually deal with one or two blog posts at a time. With each blog post there is a question. So in addition to making your own observations and listing your questions about each of John’s blogs, attempt to answer the question I’ve asked of each blog. Then, come ready each Sunday to hear well the sermon and have added reason to converse with others here at church about Jesus Christ, the One in whom we are placing our faith and in whom we are experiencing together deep and abiding joy.
Amen.
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