In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – November 22, 2015
John’s personal testimony about Jesus Christ!
1 John 1:1-4
1:3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ.
1 John 1:3 (NIV84)
-----------

Welcome to the study of John’s letters. We live in a sinful world. No surprise here. But, because of Christ, we are not overcome by the sin that is so ever present around us. But, becoming a Christian doesn’t take us out of the world. Rather, as Christians we are to be equipped to remain in the world as a community that is fully enjoying fellowship with the Father and His Son. As a result of this fellowship, we live as victorious conquerors over sin while simultaneously bringing with us the light of Christ, the righteousness of Christ and the love of Christ to persons lost in the darkness of the world so that they can enter into the same joy we are having in Christ.

To the end that this above statement is our heart’s desire, we now give ourselves to the study of John’s three letters we know as 1 John, 2 John and 3 John.

	Our objective in this study is to examine John’s prologue to his first letter, particularly noting how the role of his personal testimony about Jesus Christ plays in his laying the foundation or presenting his key theme(s) for his entire letter. What is John communicating to his audience in his opening statement known as his prologue?


	Prologue (1:1–4) “We proclaim a message that you might have fellowship with us.”

The message: Jesus Christ has appeared as our Eternal Life. (Christ is Life) (1:1-4; 5:20)

	1 John 1:1–4 (NIV84) [cf. John 1:1-18; 1 John 5:20]
1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 1:2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 
1:3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ. 1:4 We write this to make our (your) joy complete.

Two cross references to consider …
1 John 5:20 (NIV84) 
5:20 We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know Him who is true. And we are in Him who is true—even in His Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 

John 1:1-14 (NIV84) 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 

3 Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 
6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John (the Baptizer). 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.

10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize Him. 11 He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him. 12 Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

14 The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 


	Blog #1: What does John include in his opening testimony about Jesus Christ?

1:1 What kind of relationship is John describing based on the physicality of his words (hear, see, touch)?
Who is included in John’s use of “we”?

Why do you suppose John responded as he did about whom he had met?
1:1-2 How is this “life” described? 
Where did this life come from? 
How has John come to know this “life”?
1:3 What exactly is this “fellowship” that John wants his audience to join in with him and the others who are already experiencing it?
1:4 What is the connection between the joy John wants to have made complete in us and the fellowship he wants us to participate in?
A Seahawk Illustration: How is our “fellowship with the Seahawks” something we proclaim to others for the purpose of bringing them into our fellowship so that they would join us so that we would all have our joy in the Seahawks made complete? 
What does that fellowship with the Seahawks look like in the context of our physical presence and in our speech?
What is the source of the words we use in speaking together when we are having fellowship together with the Seahawks?
Can you think of a better illustration?

How do these illustrations help us understand what it would look like to be having and enjoying fellowship together with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ? 
What is the source of the joyful conversations we are having when we are fellowship with each other in fellowship with the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ?



My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: __________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear this message: __________________________
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