In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – December 6, 2015
The fruit of living in the Light!
1 John 2:3-11
2:10 Whoever loves his brother lives in the light, and there is nothing in him to make him stumble.
1 John 2:10 (NIV84)
-----------

Welcome to the study of John’s letters. We live in a sinful world. No surprise here. But, because of Christ, we are not overcome by the sin that is so ever present around us. But, becoming a Christian doesn’t take us out of the world. Rather, as Christians we are to be equipped to remain in the world as a community that is fully enjoying fellowship with the Father and His Son. As a result of this fellowship, we live as victorious conquerors over sin while simultaneously bringing with us the light of Christ, the righteousness of Christ and the love of Christ to persons lost in the darkness of the world so that they can enter into the same joy we are having in Christ.

	Our objective in this study is to examine further what it looks like to have fellowship with the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ. How does walking in the light, i.e. truth, motivate us or spur us on to live in genuine love with Christ? How does our walk with Christ impact our walk with others? 


	I. Making distinctions so the truth can be clearly grasped. (1:5–4:6)

A. The distinction between darkness and light. (God is Light) (1:5–2:17)

1. The nature of light vs. darkness, (1:5–2:11)

b. Light keeps the commandment to love, (2:3–6; 7-11)

	1 John 2:3-6 (NIV84) [cf. John 13:12-17; 14:15-24; 15:9-17]
2:3 We know that we have come to know* Him if we obey His commands. 2:4 The man who says, “I know Him,” but does not do what He commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 2:5 But if anyone obeys His word, God’s love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in Him: 2:6 Whoever claims to live in Him must walk as Jesus did. 
1 John 2:7-11 (NIV84) [cf. John 13:33-38; 15:9-27; 11:9-10]
2:7 Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, which you have had since the beginning. This old command is the message you have heard. 2:8 Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in Him and you, because the darkness is passing and the true light is already shining. 
2:9 Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness. 2:10 Whoever loves his brother lives in the light, and there is nothing in him to make him stumble. 2:11 But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness; he does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded him. 

	Blog #4: How is God’s love made complete in a believer in Jesus?
*Keep in mind, John uses the word “know” in very a personal way to express a love relationship, the way that Jesus knows/loves His Father. He then invites us into that same knowing/loving relationship.
2:3 How do you know then that you have come to know (love) God as God and His Son know (love) each other?
2:4 So, if you say that you know/love God in this way but don’t obey His commands, how then would you describe your relationship with God?
2:5 How does this verse expand the meaning of know as used in 2:3?
2:6 Who is our example, our goal, for what our relationship with God needs to look like?
Blog #5: How does living in the light of Jesus (i.e. letting His light shine in our darkness) turn an old command into a new command?
2:7 Could the “old command” simply be what God commanded from the beginning in the Old Testament? Cf. Leviticus 19:18; 1 John 2:24; 3:11; 2 John 1:6.
Why would John consider it important that what he is asking of the believers in Christ is rooted in the Old Testament?
2:8 How does the appearance of the true light turn an old command into a new command? Cf. Hebrews 1:1-2.
2:9-11 How does John illustrate what he has just said in verses 7 and 8?



My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: __________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear this message: __________________________
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