Christmas Eve 2015 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Dr. Daniel Folden
A Christmas Message - Just How Extraordinary is Christ’s Incarnation?
John 1:1-14
John 1:14 (NIV84) 14 The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
-----------

The story of the birth of Jesus Christ that is found in the Gospel of John is stated in one verse. John 1:14 (NIV84) 14 The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

But you say, the name of Jesus is not even mentioned in that verse, in that birth announcement. How then can I say this is the birth story of Jesus?

Good question. This verse simply says, 14 The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. But, did you notice that “the Word” is also identified as a Person? That’s curious, isn’t it? But, it’s not unusual for a person to have a nickname. Sonics fans of a previous decade would identify “The Glove” as Gary Payton. Baseball fans would quickly identify “Yogi” as Lawrence “Yogi” Berra. And Seattle football fans would quickly respond to the nickname of “The Legion of Boom” as a group of elite defenders, a team within the team. As a youth sometime during my fourth grade year, I was given the nickname Fuzzy because of the long hair on my arms. And Jesus had a nickname, if you would. His was “The Word.” Verses 1 and 2 of John 1 tell us about this most unique Person with the nickname “The Word.” 

John 1:1-2 (NIV84) 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 

In the beginning was the Word. The Word existed before the world began. He was in the beginning. And furthermore, He had a relationship with God. The Word was with God. But, not only was the Word with God in equality and distinction, the Word was God. Now that’s a whole lot to get your mind wrapped around – to be with someone whom you are? So this nudges us to think about God as a tri-unity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit - God in three Persons. Jesus the Word was with God. Jesus the Word was God. Both statements are true because of the nature of God as Triune.
God consists of the relationship of three Persons, each equally God. Not three separate Gods, but One God in three Persons. Dr. Timothy George describes it this way: The personality of God is seen in “the relationship of total and mutual self-giving (almost like they try to out give the other) by which the Father gives everything to the Son, the Son offers back all that He has to glorify the Father, with the love of each being established and sealed by the Holy Spirit, who proceeds from both (John 16). The doctrine of the Trinity tells us (therefore) that relationship (the relationship within and among the Trinity) — that personality (expressed in love) — is at the heart of the universe.”

But why is Jesus called the Word? Well, back to the nickname analogy, there are reasons a person is given a nickname. There’s a story behind the name. The name is descriptive. When Jesus is called “the Word,” it expresses His personality in the form of communication. A major way we communicate with each other is with words. Jesus, coming to this earth in human flesh, is therefore a means of God communicating with us humans. Jesus is the word of God. He is the speech of God. He demonstrated by His life on this earth that God has a rational mind. He thinks. He talks. He reasons. He initiates. He has conversations. He listens. He responds. And Jesus expresses precisely the heart and will of His Father. Jesus is the Word who is with God and is God. Jesus makes God visible to us and, maybe more importantly, Jesus makes God understandable. God becomes personal to us through His Son. He is not an abstraction or an idea. By giving us His Son in human flesh, God moves toward us as a knowable human being.
But John tells us more about Jesus and it’s about the power that He has as the Word. John 1:3 (NIV84) 3 Through Him (the Word,) all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made. So, not only was Jesus, as God the Son, in existence from the beginning, before the universe came into being, He brought the universe into being - through Him all things were made. And the all there means all as John states it in other words: without Him nothing was made that has been made.
So, before Jesus shows up on planet earth in human form as a baby born in Bethlehem over 2000 years ago, He created the universe, all of it. He was the Word spoken that brought the universe into existence. When God said, “Let there be light,” Jesus was that word. He brought into existence the whole as well as the parts, things large and things small, things magnificently huge and gigantic and things microscopically small, living things and inert things, through Him all things were made. 
So we jump forward to the Christmas story in verse 14, back to where we started. 
John 1:14 (NIV84) 14 The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

So John has established who Jesus is as the Word who is with God and was God and made all things. And now he wants to establish why Jesus came to live among us, to set up His tent right alongside of us, even within us.
John 1:4–5 (NIV84) 4 In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.
So, if Jesus the Word of God, God in human flesh, created the universe and created us humans by speaking it all into existence, verses 4 and 5 tell us He continues to speak through His life which is the light of men that shines in the darkness.

So here is the answer to the “why” question. The Word became flesh so that His life would shine its light on us, around us and in us, to chase away the darkness that is the metaphor for our fallenness, our sinfulness. The “why” of Christ’s coming was His mission of search and rescue of sinners like you and me. Sin has alienated us from our Maker. Sin has blinded our eyes and our minds to the truth of our lostness. So, God sent to us His light in His Son, Jesus Christ to chase away the darkness so that we could see the truth of our predicament and see the Person who came to redeem us and bring us into fellowship, into communion with our Maker.
God spoke to His creation through His prophets. His most recent prophet prior to the start of Jesus’ earthly ministry was John the Baptizer. The Apostle John tells us about him in John 1:6–8 (NIV84) 6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.
So praise God for witnesses to the Light of God in the Person of Jesus Christ. He is the only light that can push away our darkness.

So the Apostle John has told us not only who Jesus is as the Word of God, the Creator, and not only why He came, to bring us life by shining His light in our darkness, but now he will tell us how He imparts to us His life so that we are transformed more and more into His likeness. 
So, back at the stable in Bethlehem, with Mary and Joseph now looking at their newborn Child, they begin to see this Child’s glory, the glory that all will see who truly meet Him.

John 1:14 (NIV84) 14 The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

When Christ takes on human flesh, this is a big deal. Do you realize how big a deal it is that Jesus, the Son of God, took on human flesh? We call this the incarnation. Roger L. Fredrikson writes: “In this act of incarnation, eternity and time (are brought together), the divine and the human (are united), salvation and creation, are reconciled. (In other words, God’s act of creation which had been marred by sin and thus estranged His creation from Him was brought back into harmony through His act of redemption of His fallen creation.) No longer can we divide the sacred and the secular. God has proclaimed His rightful ownership of all that He has created.” 
 

“By this act (of incarnation), He became subject to all the conditions of human existence—the weakness, dependence, and mortality which is our common lot. He was subject to temptation, and He could have sinned. His humanity is real and complete. All through this Gospel, we see both His human weakness and His divine majesty. The eternal Word and the Jesus of history are one. There is a mystery here beyond which we cannot go. Suffice it to say that our only hope of sharing in the life of God is that the Word has really (truly) become flesh.” 

Salvation as a sequel to God’s act of creation now overshadows creation. Or in the words of David Bryant, “The incarnation is a mightier act of God than His creation of the whole universe.” “The incarnation will forever mark the Lord Jesus Christ, as He continues to be one of us, among us, with us, FOR us – never to be otherwise, even when He returns in His glorious day of climactic victory. Throughout endless ages, a Man delivered from death – bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh – will occupy the praises of heaven…a Man who is at the same time GOD, one with the Father and the Spirit. By becoming one of us, Christ elevates everything He touches about our lives, and subsumes (or incorporates) all of it into the grand purposes of God – even our own sufferings, even our own death.” “Behold how God has bound Himself up with us humans forever – never to turn back!” 

You see, Christ came to live among us, to dwell within us. And He imparts to us His grace and truth and thus we gain eyes to see His glory as the One and Only Son of God who brings us life, eternal life. And He supplies us with both His living and written Word by which His Holy Spirit keeps the work of our transformation going until the day we are called to stand before our Maker and answer, what have we done with God’s gift to us, His Son, Jesus Christ?
John 1:9–13 (NIV84) 9 The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize Him. 11 He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him. 12 Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

How appropriate it is at Christmas for us to focus on the birth of Christ as the Word that became flesh in order that He might be born in us so that we would be miraculously born of God. 

This Christ was born in Bethlehem and went on to demonstrate His love and His Father’s love for us, for you, by going to the cross. There, by dying for us, Christ became our purifying agent so that our sins would be forgiven and the darkness of sin would flee because the light of His presence would take up residence within us, and we would forever after live in joyful fellowship with Him. 
Have you come to know this Jesus? Have you received Him? Are you living in continual communion and fellowship with Him? God made Himself known to us in His Son Jesus Christ. Your Creator wants to be Your Savior. Your Savior has every right to be your Lord. Your Lord has made it possible for you to enter into a personal relationship with Him, the God of Creation, the Lord of glory. Confess your need of Him. Welcome His forgiveness. Receive Him and enter into fellowship with Him today.
John 1:14 (NIV84) 14 The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

For a most blessed, joy filled and merry Christmas!
Amen!
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