Sunday, December 27, 2015 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Dr. Daniel Folden

Looking Back, Looking Forward!
Deuteronomy 6:1–25

6:21 … “We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, but the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 22 Before our eyes the Lord sent miraculous signs and wonders—great and terrible—upon Egypt and Pharaoh and his whole household. 23 But He brought us out from there to bring us in and give us the land that He promised on oath to our forefathers.”
Deuteronomy 6:21–23 (NIV84)
----------- [Note to readers. This symbol ( suggest you look up to view a new PowerPoint slide.]
As we come to the last Sunday of the year, it’s appropriate that we take a look back to consider how God has walked with us, at times rescuing us, at times building us up, and at times leading us into new ventures with and for Him. It’s also good to look forward in anticipation of how we will follow Him wherever He leads. And I’m inviting you to let our text from Deuteronomy 6 assist us in looking back and looking forward as we come to the end of 2015.

So, let’s turn to that chapter. It’s found in the Old Testament, the fifth book and the sixth chapter. The name (Deuteronomy means the second law, often thought to be a restatement of the Law as found in Exodus. But rather than being a restatement of the Law or a second Law, Eugene Merrill in the New American Commentary on Deuteronomy says that it is rather (“an amplification and advancement of the covenant text first articulated to Moses and Israel at Sinai nearly forty years earlier.
 Thus we gain a great deal of understanding of the heart and mind of God from this book. Jesus did not hesitate to quote from the book of Deuteronomy when He taught His disciples. In this way, Jesus has given His affirmation for this book for our learning to obey God.

The chapter we look at today has been helpfully outlined for us by John Maxwell in the Preacher’s Commentary on this book. He puts the outline into action terms for us so we can read the outline like this: (For those who want to obey God’s instructions given to us through Moses, then … in verses 6:1–5 - Receive the Law Personally; in verses 6:6–9 - Teach the Law Continually, in verses 6:10–19 - Live the Law Completely; and in verses 6:20–25 - Explain the Law Historically. 

So, let’s get started. (Receive the Law Personally. So we ask of verses 6:1-5, How does Moses state the ways we should be receive God’s Law personally?
Deuteronomy 6:1–5 (NIV84) 1 These are the commands, decrees and laws the Lord your God directed me to teach you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, 2 so that you, your children and their children after them may fear the Lord your God as long as you live by keeping all His decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life. 3 Hear, O Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that you may increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the Lord, the God of your fathers, promised you. 

4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 

Notice the personal tone in these verses. Moses says in verse 1 that the Lord has directed him to teach the people under his care to personally obey God’s Law. God directed me to teach you to observe or, in other words, to obey His laws. And also note, Moses wasn’t simply to teach them so that they knew the Law. He was to teach them to obey the law.

Moses’ words “teach you to observe,” sound a whole lot like Christ’s words in His Great Commission. (Matthew 28:18–20 (NIV84) 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

In other words, what God told Moses to do, Jesus now tells us to do: (teach Christ’s disciples to obey Christ’s commands.

This teaching is designed for future obedience, not just obedience in the present. It’s specifically for obedience in their new place of residence yet to be a reality.

Moses says (they need to learn the commandments now because they will need to obey them in the land they were about to enter as an inheritance. It’s like learning the rules of etiquette while in our own homes so when we are guests at someone else’s home or out for a special meal in a nice restaurant, we naturally follow the rules of etiquette. It’s so we’re not strangers to such peculiar behavior. (
But, it’s not just us who are to hear and obey these instructions from Moses or Christ. We are to in turn teach the next generation to learn to obey God’s commands. Notice verse 2.

( 2 so that you, your children and their children after them may fear the Lord your God as long as you live by keeping all His decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life.
The objective is: Our whole family and our descendents after us who fear the Lord our God will keep all of God’s decrees and commands. (The evidence of our deep desire to honor God is our obedience of His commands. And the fruit of that obedience is the enjoyment of a long life.

Now this gives us two points of discussion, doesn’t it? Enjoy life and long life. What are these all about? Does Moses not know that life is often not enjoyable and often not long? So, what kind of a promise is this?

Well, I believe that God wants us to come to grips with the consequences of sin. Sin shortens our lives. Sin destroys true enjoyment of life. (Obeying God will counter the consequences of sin that are embedded in our lives and in our world. Though bad things happen to good people, obeying God faithfully in life for the long haul adds life and enjoyment to our lives, no matter how handicapped we have become by sin.

Just how thoroughly are we to obey our Lord God? As thoroughly as we truly love Him. In the Hebrew language, the word “hear” is equivalent to the word “obey.” In other words, to “hear” God without obeying is to not have heard Him at all.

( 4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 

We who desire to walk with Christ are to receive His instructions personally by obeying them personally first, before attempting to get anyone else to obey them. That sequence was illustrated Thursday night at our Candlelight Christmas Eve Service. We could not provide light to someone else until our own candle was lit. God told His people through Moses that (they must first get their own lives lit up with God’s light. That’s receiving His Law personally.

With that established, Moses then instructs God’s people how to teach God’s Law. (Teach the Law Continually 

We then ask of verses 6:6-9, With what words does Moses describe this continual process by which we must be teaching the Law to our children (including the children with whom we have influence)?

Deuteronomy 6:6–9 (NIV84) 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 

Notice how in verse 6, Moses reminds the people, including us, that the teaching process starts inside the teacher’s heart. Moses is saying, “Don’t forget where the process of teaching God’s word starts!” It’s like God is saying to us would be teachers, “I want My word, My law, to be intimately attached to you, even in and upon your hearts. So that (when you teach My laws, the truth of what you are teaching will be reflected in your own personal experience and affirmation. You, personally, are to be under the very law you are attempting to teach.”

This nearly is self-evident by the teaching methods Moses identifies as being the most effective for communicating God’s truth. “Impress them …, talk about them …, tie and bind them …, write them ….” (Impress is like imprint. It’s like the making of a character, shaped and molded into the likeness of what is being taught. 

Notice all the ways and places we are to (talk about what we are teaching: When we’re sitting at home; When we’re walking along the road going somewhere and returning home; Before we go to bed and the first thing we do when we get up; Talk about God’s instructions and promises. 

(Tying and binding so that in all of our doing with our hands and all of our thinking with our minds, we do and we think through the grid of God’s Word. Our doing and our thinking become expressions of the truth of God’s word because we bind our hands and our minds to it. 

And then (our home becomes a testimony to those who enter through our gates or walk through our doorframes that the Lord dwells there. And we, as well, do not leave our homes without a reminder of who we are and who sends us on our way and who welcomes us home upon our return. For our home is Christ’s home because our lives are also His home.

This is how we teach the Law continually. For it is in our homes where life makes up its mind. Socrates once asked, “Fellow citizens, why do you turn and scrape every stone to gather wealth and take so little care of your children to whom one day you must relinquish it all?”
 He had clearly observed how often we do well at tending to the material needs of our children while neglecting to instruct the hearts of our children. (Our priority is to do all we can to win the hearts and minds of our children for the Lord by setting the example by life and by word.
And as though he has not adequately made his point, Moses says to (Live the Law Completely. So we ask of verses 6:10-19, How does Moses describe the way we can live the Law completely? And notice where he starts his instruction.

Deuteronomy 6:10–12 (NIV84) 10 When the Lord your God brings you into the land He swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you—a land with large, flourishing cities you did not build, 11 houses filled with all kinds of good things you did not provide, wells you did not dig, and vineyards and olive groves you did not plant—then when you eat and are satisfied, 12 be careful that you do not forget the Lord, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

Moses is helping God’s people think through what it will be like to live in the Promised Land. They will receive large and flourishing cities which they did not build … and houses filled with all kinds of good things they did not provided … wells and vineyards and olive groves …. All these things will make them satisfied. And Moses is saying, (“Be careful when you’re satisfied! Danger looms when you are satisfied!”

And what is the danger? (You might forget the Lord. You might forget who it was that brought you out of Egypt. You might even forget that you were slaves while in Egypt!

To forget the Lord would in effect send Him outside of our heart and our home. To forget the Lord would make us vulnerable to exchanging the Lord God Almighty for other imposter gods, gods of people’s imaginations. And that would lead to God disciplining us, even severely, to bring us back to our senses.

(Deuteronomy 6:13–19 (NIV84) 13 Fear the Lord your God, serve Him only and take your oaths in His name. 14 Do not follow other gods, the gods of the peoples around you; 15 for the Lord your God, who is among you, is a jealous God and His anger will burn against you, and He will destroy you from the face of the land. 16 Do not test the Lord your God as you did at Massah. 17 Be sure to keep the commands of the Lord your God and the stipulations and decrees He has given you. 18 Do what is right and good in the Lord’s sight, so that it may go well with you and you may go in and take over the good land that the Lord promised on oath to your forefathers, 19 thrusting out all your enemies before you, as the Lord said. 

Victory while on earth must continually be fought for. For victory to be most enjoyed it must be built-on with continual worship and obedience to the Giver of our victory. (The One who won for us our victory must be the One with whom we enjoy the victory. The One who opened the gates into the Promised Land is the only One we should have leading us around in the Promised Land. It’s to be like marriage. The wedding brings us into marriage. Then, the rest of life is being together in marriage. 
This requires of us who have received such a glorious gift of life in Christ to think seriously about the One who gave us the gift so that we will cultivate our relationship with our Lord with genuine gratitude. Moses is saying that it is our obedience to our Provider that will determine our continual success at living in the victory He has given us.

So, God’s people are to (Receive the Law Personally. They are to Teach the Law Continually (never forgetting where this process began.) They are to Live the Law Completely. And finally, they are to (Explain the Law Historically. 

So we ask of verses 6:20-25, How does Moses expect God’s people to be prepared to lead the next generation of God’s people?

Deuteronomy 6:20–25 (NIV84) 20 In the future, when your son asks you, “What is the meaning of the stipulations, decrees and laws the Lord our God has commanded you?” 21 tell him: “We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, but the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 22 Before our eyes the Lord sent miraculous signs and wonders—great and terrible—upon Egypt and Pharaoh and his whole household. 23 But He brought us out from there to bring us in and give us the land that He promised on oath to our forefathers. 24 The Lord commanded us to obey all these decrees and to fear the Lord our God, so that we might always prosper and be kept alive, as is the case today. 25 And if we are careful to obey all this law before the Lord our God, as He has commanded us, that will be our righteousness.” 

I’m am intrigued by the way Moses instructs God’s people in verse 20. ( 20 In the future, when your son asks you, “What is the meaning of the stipulations, decrees and laws the Lord our God has commanded you?”

Notice, the son is doing the asking. This may suggest that this is a grandson or a third generation who has become an observer of those who are personally following the instructions of the Lord but had stopped teaching those instructions. And here, (God uses the natural curiosity of children to reignite the parents, the adults around the children, to return to their God-given mandate, to teach the next generation to obey God’s instructions, which includes telling each new generation why.

Now, if, however, this is not a third generation son or daughter who is asking this question, but rather a second generation son or daughter, the scene could be that a first generation follower of the Lord has genuinely practiced his or her obedience to the Lord’s instructions and thus generated within the heart of the younger generation a great curiosity, inducing them the ask, (“What is the meaning of the stipulations, decrees and laws the Lord our God has commanded you?”
It appears that this child understands that his parent has been commanded to do the things he is doing but lacks the understanding of why he’s been commanded to do them. It’s the ubiquitous question of the young child, (why daddy? Whether it’s the question in response to being asked to do something … “Why daddy?” Or the question of observation when the parent is doing something … “Why are you doing that, daddy?” Here is what we all need to be ready to say when we get the “why” question about our walk with Jesus.

(“We were slaves …, but the Lord brought us out … with a mighty hand. 22 … the Lord sent miraculous signs and wonders—…. 23 But He brought us out from there to bring us in …. 24 The Lord commanded us to obey …, so that we might always prosper and be kept alive, as is the case today. 25 And if we are careful to obey all this law before the Lord our God, as He has commanded us, that will be our righteousness.” 

It’s our obedience that testifies to our faith in Jesus Christ. It is our obedience that testifies to our love for Jesus Christ. (It is, therefore, our testimony of our walk with Christ that rehearses God’s rescue of us by His Son, Jesus Christ and tells of how and why we are now living in the victory He won for us.

I now return to where we started. This is the last Sunday of the year. It’s appropriate that we take a look back to consider how God has walked with us, at times rescuing us, at times building us up, and at times leading us into new ventures with and for Him. It’s also good to look forward in anticipation of how we will follow Him wherever He leads. And I’m inviting you now to let our text from Deuteronomy 6 assist us in looking back and looking forward as we come to the end of 2015.

So, let’s take some time to (look back at how God has walked with you during this past year, give or take as much time as you need. In other words, just look back in a general sense. You don’t need to attach a date to this. But, think about how God has been walking with you. (Can you think of a recent time He has rescued you from something? It could be that you got caught up in a behavior that was sinful and it hurt you and hurt those near you. And the Lord brought you to your senses and He helped you stop the sinning, and He forgave you, and helped you reset your course to begin again walking with Him in obedience. 
(Can you think of a recent time when Christ through His Word helped build you up? When He strengthened your trust in Him? When you received God’s Word to you very personally?

(Can you think of a recent time when Christ led you into a new venture with Him and for Him? It may have come by way of seeing a need somewhere and believing He was asking you to do something about that need. It may have been when the Lord placed a burden on your heart for a friend or family member who desperately needed the Lord and you began to pray for him or her.

(Would you take the next three minutes to invite the Holy Spirit to bring to your remembrance at least one answer to one of these three “Looking Back” questions? 

For those who have identified something specific as to how Christ has walked with you at some point during your recent past, would you silently offer a prayer of thanks to Him, now?

Now, let’s (take some time to look forward in anticipation of how we will follow Christ wherever He leads. Let’s use the outline from Deuteronomy as a possible assistance in thinking about what Christ might be inviting us into in the near future. 

(Receive the Law Personally. Has God placed a desire within you to receive His Word personally? Can you think of a way you could increase your obedience to God’s Word this coming year? (Would you be willing to ask the Holy Spirit to place a strong desire in your heart to personally obey His Word? Would you be willing to tell someone you prayed that prayer and would like their encouragement for you to actually act on this desire?
(Teach the Law Continually. It’s possible the Holy Spirit has convicted you about the inconsistency of obeying Jesus while in your home or at work. You realize today that your life is not teaching God’s Word by example to your own family or your work associates or your school friends. (Would you be willing to ask the Holy Spirit to help you take a huge step forward today to be to those closest to you a testimony to the reality that Jesus is truly living in your life? 

(Maybe it’s your character that needs integrity; that the words you speak need to match with how you actually live. 

(Maybe it’s words. You’ve found that it’s true that out of the heart, the mouth speaks, and so you recognize that you need to confess that your heart needs cleansing. And so you may need to do some repenting in order for the cleansing to really happen. 
(Maybe for you, it’s time to tie and bind God’s Word to your actions and thinking. You may need to commit to memorizing significant portions of Scripture or many Bible verses that will assist you in doing and thinking that is inline with God’s heart.

(Live the Law Completely. Maybe you’ve come to realize you’re feeling pretty satisfied with you life and don’t feel a need to fight for your faith anymore. You’re coasting, living off of what you learned years ago, but you really don’t have much of any new life growing from your life in Christ now. You may need to heed the warnings to not forget the Lord who brought you out of slavery to sin. You may have quite unintentionally set your heart on a different god while pretending to worship the one true God. If any of this is true for you, (would you be willing today to confess your complacency to the Lord, repent of your sin and reset your compass to follow wholeheartedly after the Lord?
(Explain the Law Historically. Maybe the Lord has done wonderful things in your life. You have seen His hand at work multiple times, even in these recent days and months, but you have been silent about it. No one knows that God is working in your life and you need to place yourself in proximity to a group of people who will benefit from what God has been doing with you. (It could be that you need to write out your testimony or have someone record your testimony in audio or video format so that the Holy Spirit could use what He’s doing in your life to help someone else come into a personal relationship with Christ.
(Would you take the next three minutes to invite the Holy Spirit to identify for you one thing He wants to do in your life this coming year?
Amen.

2015 - Looking back – Looking forward

A. How has Christ walked with me recently?
Holy Spirit, please bring to my remembrance 
at least one answer to one of these three “Looking Back” options.
1. A recent time when Christ rescued me from something was when … 

2. A recent time when Christ through His Word helped build me up was when … 

3. A recent time when Christ led me into a new venture with Him and for Him was when … 

Lord Jesus, silently I offer this prayer of thanks to You:
B. What might Christ be inviting me into in the near future?

I invite the Holy Spirit to identify one thing He wants to do in my life this coming year!
Following the outline from Deuteronomy 6:
1. I will Receive the Law Personally.
I will ask the Holy Spirit to place a strong desire in my heart to personally obey His Word. I will tell someone I prayed that prayer and would like his or her encouragement so I will actually act on this desire.
2. I will Teach the Law Continually.
I will ask the Holy Spirit to help me take a huge step forward today to be to those closest to me a testimony to the reality that Jesus is truly living in my life. 

Character: The words I speak need to match with how I actually live. 

Words: Out of my heart, my mouth speaks. I need to confess that my heart needs cleansing. And I need to do some repenting in order for the cleansing to really happen. 
I need to tie and bind God’s Word to my actions and thinking. I need to commit to memorizing significant portions of Scripture or many Bible verses.

3. I will Live the Law Completely.
I am feeling pretty satisfied with my life and don’t feel a need to fight for my faith anymore. I’m coasting, living off of what I’ve learned years ago. I really don’t have much of any new life growing from my life in Christ now. I need to heed the warnings to not forget the Lord who brought me out of slavery to sin. Today I will confess my complacency to the Lord, repent of my sin and reset my compass to follow wholeheartedly after the Lord!
4. I will Explain the Law Historically.
The Lord has done wonderful things in my life. I have seen His hand at work multiple times, even in these recent days and months, but I have been silent about it. No one knows that God is working in my life. I need to place myself in proximity to a group of people who will benefit from what God has been doing with me. I need to write out my testimony or have someone record my testimony in audio or video format so that the Holy Spirit could use what He’s doing in my life to help someone else come into a personal relationship with Christ.
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