In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – January 3, 2016
The maturity that results from living in the light!
1 John 2:12-17
2:14 I write to you, fathers, because you have known Him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God lives in you, and you have overcome the evil one. .
1 John 2:14 (NIV84)
-----------

Welcome to the study of John’s letters. We live in a sinful world. No surprise here. But, because of Christ, we are not overcome by the sin that is so ever present around us. But, becoming a Christian doesn’t take us out of the world. Rather, as Christians we are to be equipped to remain in the world as a community that is fully enjoying fellowship with the Father and His Son. As a result of this fellowship, we live as victorious conquerors over sin while simultaneously bringing with us the light of Christ, the righteousness of Christ and the love of Christ to persons lost in the darkness of the world so that they can enter into the same joy we are having in Christ.

	Our objective in this study is to examine further what it looks like to have fellowship with the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ. 1. How does living in the light, i.e. living in fellowship with the Father and His Son, move us toward Christian maturity? i.e., what are the results of our having communion with the Father and His Son? 2. How does our obedience to and love for the Father and His Son impact our walk in the world? 


	I. Making distinctions so the truth can be clearly grasped. (1:5–4:6)

A. The distinction between darkness and light. (God is Light) (1:5–2:17)

2. How to live in light, (Communion and Obedience) (2:12-17) 

a. Confidence from what God has done, (2:12–14)
b. Renouncing a love for the world, (2:15–17)

	1. How does living in the light move us toward Christian maturity? 
1 John 2:12-14 (NIV84) [cf. John 17:1-19; Revelation 12:10-17]
2:12 I write to you, dear children, because your sins have been forgiven on account of His name. 
2:13 I write to you, fathers, because you have known Him who is from the beginning. 
I write to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one. 
I write to you, dear children, because you have known the Father. 
2:14 I write to you, fathers, because you have known Him who is from the beginning. 
I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God lives in you, and you have overcome the evil one. 
2. How does our obedience to and love for the Father and His Son impact our walk in the world?
1 John 2:15-17 (NIV84) [cf. John 3:19-21; 15:18-25]
2:15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 2:16 For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world. 2:17 The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever. 

	Blog #6: How does John affirm believers for overcoming the evil one no matter what their spiritual age?
2:12-14 How should we understand John’s use of “dear children” in this verse and in the next? Before you answer, keep in mind that John uses the phrase “dear children” eight other times, each of those to his general audience – 2:1; (2:12, 13) 2:18, 28; 3:7, 18; 4:4; 5:2, 21.
Additionally, John uses the phrase “dear friends” six times, one of which (3:2) he equates with “children of God.” 2:7; 3:2, 21; 4:1, 7, 11.
Note that verses 2:13-15 is the only place in John’s first letter that he specifically addresses fathers and young men. How should we understand John’s meaning of fathers and young men in light of his use of children?
Note the repetition of the phrase, “I write to you, …” Compare other places he tells us why he writes: 1:4; 2:1; 2:21; 5:13.
When you separate out the reasons for John writing to children, then father and then young men, what is John’s message to these “groups” separately?
Can we conclude that John is addressing levels of spiritual maturity here rather than chronological or physical age? Why or why not?
How is John’s composite message here a strong encouragement to grow up to be strong in our faith in Christ?
Try to write personal goals for yourself from each of John’s encouraging statements. 

(i.e. 2:12 - because your sins have been forgiven on account of His name.) In light of 1:9, I decide now to never go long without confessing my sins so I can enjoy the fruit of forgiveness more than having to endure the wages of sin.
(2:13a, 14a - you have known Him who is from the beginning.)
(2:13b - you have overcome the evil one.)
(2:13c - because you have known the Father.)
2:14b - you are strong, and the word of God lives in you, and you have overcome the evil one.)
Blog #7: What do you give up when you choose to love the world rather than do the will of God?
2:15-17 How does John mean for us to understand “the world” as he speaks of it? 
To help answer that question, consider reading the following verses where John uses the word “world:” 1 John 2:2, 15 (3x), 16 (2x), 17; 3:1, 13; 4:1, 3, 4, 5 (3x), 9, 14, 17; 5:4 (2x), 5, 19. That’s twenty-two times. (see next page.)

Also consider reading John 3:16-21; 15:18-21; 17:1-19.
2:16 How is the “world” the source of “cravings,” “lust” and “boasting”?
2:17 In terms of what will last, how does the world and its desires stack up to the will of God lived out in a person’s life?



My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: __________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear this message: __________________________

John uses the word “world:”
1 John 2:2, 15(3x), 16(2x), 17; 3:1, 13; 4:1, 3, 4, 5(3x), 9, 14, 17; 5:4(2x), 5, 19. That’s 22 times. 
1 John 2:2 (NIV84) 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 

1 John 2:15–17 (NIV84) 15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever. 

1 John 3:1 (NIV84) 1 How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know Him. 

1 John 3:13 (NIV84) 13 Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you. 

1 John 4:1, 3–5 (NIV84) 1 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. …, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. 

4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 

1 John 4:9 (NIV84) 9 This is how God showed His love among us: He sent His one and only Son into the world that we might live through Him. 

1 John 4:14 (NIV84) 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son to be the Savior of the world. 

1 John 4:17 (NIV84) 17 In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like Him. 

1 John 5:4–5 (NIV84) 4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 

1 John 5:19 (NIV84) 19 We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one. 

Also consider reading John 3:16-21; 15:18-21; 17:1-19.
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