Sunday, January 10, 2016 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Dr. Daniel Folden

The discernment and courage necessary to continue in our walk with Christ!
1 John 2:18-28
2:24 See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. 2:25 And this is what He promised us—even eternal life. 









1 John 2:24-25 (NIV84)
-----------

Probably every time we open God’s word to read it and study it and meditate on it, we come to it with things on our mind. We come to God’s word in the midst of living our lives. As much as we like to think of life as one happy day after another on a smooth sailing ship, most all of us know better.

From last week’s text from (1 John 2:14, I found myself coming back to John’s statement to young men when he said, “I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God lives in you, and you have overcome the evil one.” John made three affirming declarations about these vigorous believers in Christ who were growing into maturity in Christ. They were strong. The word of God lives in them. They have overcome the evil one.

The context certainly points to their (strength as spiritual strength. They were strong in the Lord. They had exercised their spiritual muscles over time so when something happened in their schedule on any given day, they were prepared to handle it. They had strengthened the weak areas of their walk with Christ so they wouldn’t be push-overs when the winds of adversity struck them. In the words of verses 9 and 10 of this same chapter, (2:9 Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness. 2:10 Whoever loves his brother lives in the light, and there is nothing in him to make him stumble.
These young, vigorous believers in Christ were diligent to live in the light. And because of that, there was nothing to make them stumble. They had clear vision, and they were strong because they walked in the light. In (chapter 1, John says in verse 7, 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin.

Clearly then, these young believers gained their strength from walking in the light of Jesus where they were being purified of their sins because of the advocacy of Christ to call them to repentance and grant them forgiveness because of His death on the cross. Further, they were strong because of the fellowship they enjoyed with other believers in Christ.

Joshua in the Old Testament gives us another insight into what made these young students of Christ strong. Just after the leadership of the nation of Israel was transferred from Moses to Joshua, the Lord God spoke to Joshua. Here is some of what He said to him.

(Joshua 1:7–9 (NIV84) 7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” 
Notice the connection that being strong has to the role of the word of God in a person’s life. Someone who is strong in the Lord has the word of God on his lips and in his heart and he obeys it. So, it shouldn’t surprise us that John says in (1 John 2:14 (NIV84), “I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God lives in you, and you have overcome the evil one.” John makes the connection between a believer being strong in the Lord and having the word of God living within him or her. (“you are strong, and the word of God lives in you.”
(We must come to God’s word in the midst of living our lives. We must. It’s so easy to skip our time in the word when our schedules get busy. It happens to me more than I want to admit. But, my strength depends on my living in God’s word while also living in Jesus Christ. I believe we could put it this way, (living in God’s word facilitates our relationship with Jesus Christ.

And, because life brings to us tests, challenges and adversities, many times, if not most, without advance notice, therefore, being strong in the Lord and keeping the word of God in our lives provides the Holy Spirit with the tools He needs to draw God’s word out of our hearts and minds and onto our lips so we can meet the challenges of each unique day. It is then that the Lord can say to us at the end of the day, “together we have overcome the evil one today.”

(1 John 2:14 (NIV84), “I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God lives in you, and you have overcome the evil one.”
As we come to our text for today from John’s first letter, chapter 2 and verses 18-28, the Apostle John makes us aware that within the ranks of the churches to which he writes, (false teachers had emerged. This is the reality that commands John’s response and instruction. False teachers were causing confusion among the people in Christ’s church, threatening to weaken their walk and cause some to depart from the faith.

So let’s first clarify what it means to be a false teacher? I believe that one or both of two realities need to be true for a person to earn (the title of false teacher. First, when a teacher lives his or her life in contradiction to a godly lifestyle, he or she is likely a false teacher. In other words, if you observe the teacher, probably at those times when he’s not at church, and his lifestyle fails to match the expectations of the Bible’s prescription for Bible teachers, you’re likely looking at a false teacher. In 1 Timothy 3, the Apostle Paul lists character and behavioral qualities that are required of leaders in the church. For a teacher in the church to miss the target on these qualities would immediately disqualify that person from being a Bible teacher or church leader. And if he insists on continuing to teach or lead, besides being a hypocritical teacher and leader, he would fit the definition of a false teacher.

The second cause for a Bible teacher to be labeled false would be that he’s simply (teaching false content. And this is primarily the aspect of false teachers highlighted by John in our text for today. These teachers were misrepresenting the Gospel message. We are not told specifically what the false content was, but in light of John’s exhortations in this letter, their teaching was certainly diminishing of the deity of Christ in some manner. One real possibility was a redefining of Christ’s incarnation to be only a temporary experience that came on Jesus, possibly at His baptism, and then left Him at His death.

Because they were teaching false doctrine, they were disrupting congregations by creating confusion among many believers. Thus, this issue had to be directly addressed and the false teachers had to be firmly opposed.

Notice how John opens this section with the tender greeting of “dear children,” just as he did to open this chapter and also in the middle of this chapter when he affirmed the congregations of having been forgiven of their sins and coming to know the Father. Now (the tone moves from joyful affirmation to somber explanation. He wants his readers to understand what is going on in their midst so they won’t be caught unprepared.

(1 John 2:18-19 (NIV84) 2:18 Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. 2:19 They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us. 
Now right up front we need to understand that John is not talking about people who moved from one particular church fellowship to another church fellowship. John is not here addressing the issue of Christians hopping from one church to another in search of the perfect church. As much as some of us would have liked John to have addressed that issue, this is not the kind of “going out” that John is speaking of. John is not speaking of simply a physical departure by a Christian from one local church fellowship to go and attend another.

Rather, (the departure John is speaking of is a spiritual and theological departure from the foundational teachings of Christianity. These who were leaving were false teachers along with those who those who had been deceived by them. And because of John’s reference to antichrist and antichrists, plural, we have to believe that these who left were knowingly, or maybe unknowingly, denying the full claims of Christ or had substituted the Apostles’ teachings about Christ for a different Christ not founded on the teachings of the first Apostles. 

In other words, (the meaning of antichrist here is not simply (1) those who directly opposed Christ or were adversaries of Christ and His followers, but may have been, more significantly, (2) those who advocated for counterfeits to Christ. And this is far more subtle and therefore extremely dangerous. It takes greater skill, knowledge and wisdom to detect an imitation than to identify someone who is openly standing in opposition. And my understanding of this text is that John is more likely addressing this latter type of antichrist than the former; a counterfeit Christ or an “instead of” Christ. 

By the way, for what it’s worth, the term “antichrist” is found only five times in the Bible and they are all in John’s letters (1 John 2:18, 22; 4:3; 2 John 7). It’s true that similar terms are used in the Gospels, like “false Christ’s” & “false prophets” (Matt 24:24; Mark 13:22) and by Paul, like “man of lawlessness” (2 Thessalonians 2), but not even in the book of Revelation do we find the word antichrist. Just in John’s letters.

And I take the meaning of (the “last hour” in verse 18 to be the time period when “the Son of God invaded the evil one’s domain and dealt him a death blow on the cross and by His resurrection.” 
 And the last hour will continue until Christ returns to the earth in keeping with His promise. John states that the evidence that it really is the last hour is the appearance of many antichrists. 

But John goes on to clarify the distinction between a Christian and someone who is an antichrist. 

( 2:20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. 2:21 I do not write to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it and because no lie comes from the truth. 2:22 Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist—he denies the Father and the Son. 2:23 No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also.

According to verse 20, (what are the two major components that are fundamental to the believers? 1. They have an anointing from the Holy One. And 2, they know the truth. And based on what John says in verse 22, the truth must be that Jesus is the Christ. So, Christians have an anointing from the Holy One and they know the truth that Jesus is the Christ. Thus, Christians should not be deceived by someone who denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a person is a liar, according to John, and that person, by denying Christ, is also denying the Father. (No one can have or be in relationship with the Father if he or she is rejecting His Son.
I understand John is trying to help Christians identify false teachers so they won’t be deceived by them, just as Christ expressed it in (Mark 13:21–23 (NIV84) 21 At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or, ‘Look, there he is!’ do not believe it. 22 For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and miracles to deceive the elect—if that were possible. 23 So be on your guard; I have told you everything ahead of time. 

This is precisely what John is trying to do, to urge us to be on our guard against false teachers or false prophets who want to deceive us and lead us astray. And he says, the best preparation for not being deceived is to remain in the message we heard from the beginning and to remain in the Son. That message is that Jesus is the Christ who is our Advocate and our Salvation.
( 2:24 See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. 2:25 And this is what He promised us—even eternal life.
(We must come to God’s word in the midst of living our lives. We must. Our strength depends on our living in God’s word while also living in Jesus Christ. Verse 24 appears to state is quite plainly that (living in God’s word facilitates our relationship with Jesus Christ. And that in turn fulfills Christ’s promise to us to have eternal life.

( 2:24 See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. 2:25 And this is what He promised us—even eternal life.
So, here John is taking us back to his commendation and affirmation of the young men in verse 14. Whereas in verses 22 and 23 the focus is on overcoming antichrists who are denying that Jesus is the Christ, in verse 14 the focus is on overcoming the schemes of the evil one.

(1 John 2:14 (NIV84), “I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God lives in you, and you have overcome the evil one.”
Now in verses 26 and 27, John circles back to his opening comments in verse 18-20.
( 2:26 I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. 
Those who are trying to lead them astray in verse 26 are the same ones who once were among them in verses 18 and 19 but have since left them because they did not truly belong to them because they denied that Jesus was the Christ. And then in verse 27 he restates his declaration from verse 20.
( 2:27 As for you, the anointing you received from Him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as His anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit—just as it has taught you, remain in Him.
So (what is this anointing John is speaking of? Surely the anointing is the Holy Spirit dwelling in the believer’s life who is the Spirit of Christ dwelling in us. He is alive. He is living in us. And His ministry is one of teaching us what He has received from God the Son, Jesus Christ. 
John in his Gospel records the words of Jesus in (John 16:5–15 (NIV84) 5 “Now I am going to Him who sent Me, yet none of you asks Me, ‘Where are You going?’ 6 Because I have said these things, you are filled with grief. 7 But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. 8 When He comes, He will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 in regard to sin, because men do not believe in Me; 10 in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see Me no longer; 11 and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned. 

( 12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on His own; He will speak only what He hears, and He will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will bring glory to Me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is Mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is Mine and make it known to you. 

“Unless a person has the Spirit of Christ, that person does not belong to Christ.” 140 
 (To believe that Jesus is the Christ is to surrender to Him as the Christ, the Lord. And when we surrender to Him, marked by our repentance and His forgiveness, Christ anoints us with His Holy Spirit, bringing the Spirit of Christ into our lives and uniting us in fellowship with the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit.
(The ministry of the Holy Spirit is to come alongside each believer, and encourage and teach each one of us to walk in obedience and trust with Jesus. The residing Holy Spirit’s ministry in our lives is strengthened by our having the word of God also living within us. And for this reason, we must come to God’s word in the midst of living our lives. We must. For in order to live lives pleasing to our Lord God, we must make time to listen to and obey the encouragements of the Holy Spirit as He either brings to our remembrance God’s word that we already have residing in our hearts and minds or that we are in the process of reading and the thinking on. For (with the assistance of the Holy Spirit, living in God’s word surely facilitates our relationship with Jesus Christ.

( 2:28 And now, dear children, continue in Him, so that when He appears we may be confident and unashamed before Him at His coming.
The word “continue” is from the Greek word meno, meaning to abide or remain or dwell in. It’s a word very much attached to a home or a dwelling place. Like, “come to my abode.” “Come to where I live, where I abide.” And John calls on his readers to keep living in, abiding in Jesus. In the previous verses he’s told us how to do that. The most important part of his instructions involved our having the word of God live in us so the Holy Spirit could teach us and encourage us through that word and keep our walk with Jesus alive and fresh and full of joy. Secondarily, though still vital, was learning how to overcome all the schemes of the evil one in his attempts to deceive us and destroy our faith and trust in Jesus.
(So, by continuing in Jesus through His word and the abiding presence or anointing of the Holy Spirit, we will be confident and unashamed before Him at His coming.

Amen.
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