In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – January 10, 2016
The discernment and courage necessary to continue in our walk with Christ!
1 John 2:18-28
2:24 See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. 2:25 And this is what He promised us—even eternal life. 









1 John 2:24-25 (NIV84)
-----------

Welcome to the study of John’s letters. We live in a sinful world. No surprise here. But, because of Christ, we are not overcome by the sin that is so ever present around us. But, becoming a Christian doesn’t take us out of the world. Rather, as Christians we are to be equipped to remain in the world as a community that is fully enjoying fellowship with the Father and His Son. As a result of this fellowship, we live as victorious conquerors over sin while simultaneously bringing with us the light of Christ, the righteousness of Christ and the love of Christ to persons lost in the darkness of the world so that they can enter into the same joy we are having in Christ.

	Our objective in this study is to learn to discern counterfeit “Christian” teachings and anti-Christian philosophies and to become equipped to courageously prevent them from harming our walk with Christ. Our primary question we’ll ask of our text is: How does remaining in fellowship with the Son and the Father while enjoying the anointing from the Holy One, protect us from being led astray by those with the spirit of antichrist? We move from noting the distinction between light and darkness to the distinction between the Christian and the world.


	I. Making distinctions so the truth can be clearly grasped. (1:5–4:6)

B. The distinction between the Christian and the world, (God is Righteous) (2:18–4:6)

1. The Christian’s distinctive nature, (2:18–3:18)

a. Negatively, (2:18–3:12)

(1) As over against the apostates, (Warnings Against Antichrists) (2:18–28)

	Take note, you may be surprised how much this text will instruct us about how to keep having fellowship with the Father and His Son. Look for it.
1 John 2:18-28 (NIV84) [cf. John 15:1-17; 2 John 7-11]
2:18 Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. 2:19 They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us. 
2:20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. 2:21 I do not write to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it and because no lie comes from the truth. 2:22 Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist—he denies the Father and the Son. 2:23 No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 
2:24 See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. 2:25 And this is what He promised us—even eternal life. 
2:26 I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. 2:27 As for you, the anointing you received from Him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as His anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit—just as it has taught you, remain in Him. 
2:28 And now, dear children, continue in Him, so that when He appears we may be confident and unashamed before Him at His coming. 

	Blog #8: How does remaining in fellowship with the Son and the Father while enjoying the anointing from the Holy One, protect us from being led astray by those with the spirit of antichrist?
2:18 Interestingly, the term “antichrist” is found only in 1 John 2:18, 22; 4:3; 2 John 7. Similar terms are used in the Gospels (Matt 24:24; Mark 13:22; “false christs” & “false prophets”) and Paul (2 Thessalonians 2; “man of lawlessness”)
When did the “last hour” begin? 
2:18-19 What characterizes the “last hour”?

2:19-20 What distinguishes true believers from those who did not really belong to the community of believers?
2:20-21 What are the two major components that are fundamental to the believers?
What is the content of the truth?
2:21-22 What makes a person a liar? 

2:22-23 Why is this a serious assessment?
What is the knowledge that true believers possess but the “anti-Christians” do not?
How would you argue that the antichrists are really denying the incarnation of Jesus?
2:24-25 How is the truth of 2:20 linked to “what you have heard from the beginning” in 2:24? 
How does remaining in “what you have heard” turn into “remaining in” the Son and the Father?
2:26-27 Why is John writing these words? 

What is he “teaching” those who have received the “anointing”?

How is our “anointing” related to our being “taught” the truth?

2:26-28 What is the goal or objective of the “teaching” that comes through our “anointing”?



My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: __________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear this message: __________________________
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