In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – January 17, 2016
The hope in Jesus that purifies us from sin!
1 John 2:28-3:12
3:9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God. 

1 John 2:24-25 (NIV84)
-----------

Welcome to the study of John’s letters. We live in a sinful world. No surprise here. But, because of Christ, we are not overcome by the sin that is so ever present around us. But, becoming a Christian doesn’t take us out of the world. Rather, as Christians we are to be equipped to remain in the world as a community that is fully enjoying fellowship with the Father and His Son. As a result of this fellowship, we live as victorious conquerors over sin while simultaneously bringing with us the light of Christ, the righteousness of Christ and the love of Christ to persons lost in the darkness of the world so that they can enter into the same joy we are having in Christ.

	Our objective in this study is to discover what the relationship our purifying hope (in what we will become when Christ returns for us) has on our resistance to sin and the works of the devil. So, we’ll go back to 1 John 2:28 to be reminded of (A.) how our remaining in Christ as dear children of God makes us confident and unashamed at Christ’s return. Then, we’ll work our way through 1 John 3:12 to consider (B.) ways to strengthen our bond to Christ that will allow us to receive the benefits of Christ’s work to destroy the devil’s work.


	I. Making distinctions so the truth can be clearly grasped. (1:5–4:6)

B. The distinction between the Christian and the world, (God is Righteous) (2:18–4:6)

1. The Christian’s distinctive nature, (2:18–3:18)

a. Negatively, (2:18–3:12)

(2) As over against the children of Satan, (Righteous Children) (2:29–3:3; 3:4-12)

	Discover what the relationship our purifying hope has on our resistance to sin and the works of the devil.
1 John 2:28-3:3 (NIV84) [cf. John 3:1-8]
2:28 And now, dear children, continue in Him, so that when He appears we may be confident and unashamed before Him at His coming. 
2:29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of Him. 
3:1 How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know Him. 3:2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when He appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 3:3 Everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 
1 John 3:4–12 (NIV84) [John 8:31-47; 12:23-33]
3:4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 3:5 But you know that He appeared so that He might take away our sins. And in Him is no sin. 3:6 No one who lives in Him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen Him or known Him. 
3:7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is righteous, just as He is righteous. 3:8 He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. 3:9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God. 3:10 This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother. 
3:11 This is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another. 3:12 Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were evil and his brother’s were righteous.

	Blog #9: How do Jesus and the Father birth within us the purifying hope of being transformed into Christ’s likeness when He finally appears?
(A.) How our remaining in Christ as dear children of God makes us confident and unashamed at Christ’s return.
2:28 Why would we want to “continue” in Christ?
2:29 What is the relationship between God being righteous and us who have been “born” of God?
3:1 How might having the love of the Father being lavished on us be like our anointing from the Holy One in 2:20?
How does our becoming children of God make us “unknown” to the world? Is it required to first “know” the Father before one can know the children of the Father?
3:2-3 Describe this hope that purifies us.
Blog #10: How do we participate with Jesus as He takes away our sins and destroys the work of the devil?
(B.) Ways to strengthen our bond to Christ that will allow us to receive the benefits of Christ’s work to destroy the devil’s work.
3:4 How is sin defined here? 
3:5 & 3:8 How are the “appearances” of Jesus in these verses different from the “appearance” of Jesus in 2:28?
What are the differences and similarities of reason for Christ making His first appearance on earth?
3:6 & 3:9 John states that “no one who lives in Christ keeps on sinning.” And, “no one who is born of God will continue to sin.” On what basis does John make these claims?
3:7-10 Who or what is the active force working to oppose Christ and trying to lead astray the children of God?
Why does John want us to know the strategy of the devil? 
3:11-12 What is the meaning of love in this context? 
What does righteousness have to do with love? Is it truly love if it isn’t also truly righteous?
How does our purifying hope (in what we will become when Christ returns for us) spur us on to resist sin and the works of the devil?
(A.) How does our remaining in Christ as dear children of God make us confident and unashamed at Christ’s return?

(B.) What are ways to strengthen our bond to Christ that will allow us to receive the benefits of Christ’s work to destroy the devil’s work?



My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: __________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear this message: __________________________
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