In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – February 7, 2016
Love with actions and in truth even when the world hates you!
1 John 3:13–18
3:18 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth






. 


1 John 3:18 (NIV84)
-----------

Welcome to the study of John’s letters. We live in a sinful world. No surprise here. But, because of Christ, we are not overcome by the sin that is so ever present around us. But, becoming a Christian doesn’t take us out of the world. Rather, as Christians we are to be equipped to remain in the world as a community that is fully enjoying fellowship with the Father and His Son. As a result of this fellowship, we live as victorious conquerors over sin while simultaneously bringing with us the light of Christ, the righteousness of Christ and the love of Christ to persons lost in the darkness of the world so that they can enter into the same joy we are having in Christ.

	Our objective in this study is to further our understanding of our distinctive nature as Christians. Our previous study addressed our battle plan to keep ourselves pure after having been forgiven of our sins and obtained the righteousness of Christ through the anointing of the Holy Spirit (3:9). The focus of this study shifts to how our obedience to love testifies to the reality that we have indeed been born of the Spirit and Christ lives within us. This love becomes a distinguishing mark of the Christian, setting him or her in contrast to those who are children of the devil.


	I. Making distinctions so the truth can be clearly grasped. (1:5–4:6)

B. The distinction between the Christian and the world, (God is Righteous) (2:18–4:6)

1. The Christian’s distinctive nature, (2:18–3:18)

b. Positively, love is what distinguishes the Christian, (Righteous Love) (3:13–18)

	1 John 3:13–18 (NIV84) [John 5:19-30; 13:34-35; 15:9-17]
3:13 Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you. 3:14 We know that we have passed (crossed over) from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death. 3:15 Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him. 
3:16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down His life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 3:17 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 3:18 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.

	Blog #11: What is the evidence that we have (or have not) passed from death into eternal life?

3:13-15 What is the major contrast that John sets up here? 
Why are we not to be surprised if we are hated by the world? 
What is it about loving our brothers that stirs up hatred by those who are of the world?
Is it possible that the Christian is to first learn to love his brothers and sisters in the community of the church so he or she is well-practiced to then genuinely love an unbeliever, even one who is hostile to him or her?
3:16-17 Who is the author of love? 
Who defines love by His actions?
Why are Christians obligated to follow the example of Christ in regards to loving our brothers?
How much is love defined by the cost it imposes on the lover?
What role does pity have in making love a reality for us?
Is love only possible for those who have more material possessions than his or her brother or sister? 
Why does John highlight material possessions in his illustration of having the love of God in us?
Is it possible to love as Christ loved without first having the love of God within us?
3:18 What is John trying to accomplish in his readers with the contrast he makes in this verse?



My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: __________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear this message: __________________________
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