Worship Text for Sunday, February 21, 2016
Anticipating Next Sunday
Esther risked her life to demonstrate her confidence that God would once again show Himself faithful to deliver His people Israel!
How does this text enlarge your hope in the supremacy of Christ? 1. Pray: “Holy Spirit Please, open my eyes to see wonderful things in this text.” 2. Write your thoughts and thanks. 3. Joyfully share your thoughts with someone else. 

On what basis did Esther risk her life for her people?

Esther 4:5–16 (NIV84) 

5 Then Esther summoned Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs assigned to attend her, and ordered him to find out what was troubling Mordecai and why. 

6 So Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the king’s gate. 7 Mordecai told him everything that had happened to him, including the exact amount of money Haman had promised to pay into the royal treasury for the destruction of the Jews. 8 He also gave him a copy of the text of the edict for their annihilation, which had been published in Susa, to show to Esther and explain it to her, and he told him to urge her to go into the king’s presence to beg for mercy and plead with him for her people. 

9 Hathach went back and reported to Esther what Mordecai had said. 10 Then she instructed him to say to Mordecai, 11 “All the king’s officials and the people of the royal provinces know that for any man or woman who approaches the king in the inner court without being summoned the king has but one law: that he be put to death. The only exception to this is for the king to extend the gold scepter to him and spare his life. But thirty days have passed since I was called to go to the king.” 

12 When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, 13 he sent back this answer: “Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?” 

15 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my maids will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish.” 


Worship Songs for Sunday, February 14, 2016
Come and Fill Me Up

Words and Music by Brian Doerksen, ©1990 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing CCLI License #256413

I can feel You flowing through me.
Holy Spirit, come and fill me up.
Come and fill me up!

Love and mercy fill my senses.
I am thirsty for Your presence, Lord.
Come and fill me up!

Lord, let Your mercy wash away all of my sin!
Fill me completely with Your love once again.

I need You, I want You. I love Your presence. 
I need You, I want You. I love Your presence, Lord.

Forever

Words and Music by Chris Tomlin. ©2001 worshiptogether.com songs; sixsteps Music CCLI License #256413
Give thanks to the Lord, our God and King.
His love endures forever
For He is good; He is above all things.
His love endures forever. Sing praise, sing praise.

With a mighty hand and an outstretched arm
His love endures forever.
For the life that’s been reborn
His love endures forever. Sing praise, sing praise; 
Sing praise, sing praise.

Forever God is faithful. Forever God is strong.
Forever God is with us, forever, forever
From the rising to the setting sun, His love endures forever.
By the grace of God we will carry on. 
His love endures forever. Sing praise, sing praise.
Sing praise, sing praise.


His Banner Over Me is Love
Words and Music by B.C. Laurelton. ©1979 Singspiration. CCLI License #256413
1. I am my Beloved’s and He is mine
His banner over me is love.
   I am my Beloved’s and He is mine
   His banner over me is love.
      I am my Beloved’s and He is mine
      His banner over me is love. His banner over me is love.
2. He brought me to His banqueting table
His banner over me is love. …

3. He is the Rock of my Salvation
His banner over me is love. …

4. He’s working in me by His Holy Spirit
His banner over me is love. …

The Riches Of Your Grace

Words and Music by Stephen Folden ©2015 Used with permission

1. I once was far away, A sinner with no hope

But You have made a way, Jesus’ blood has brought me home


For by Your everlasting mighty love


You gave Your only Son

The riches of Your grace; Hallelujah I am saved

2. When tempted from within, I look up to the cross

There’s victory over sin, Praise the One who died for us


For I am raised with Christ from death to life


His righteousness is mine

The riches of His grace; There is power in Jesus’ name

3. His priceless gift of Love, My striving cannot gain

But I will boast in God, Praise the One who freely gave


And I will rest within His arms of grace


He welcomes me through faith

The riches of His grace; By His love my debt is paid

5. In the ages yet to come, His kindness we will see

The blessing of the Son, And His goodness shown to me


For we are citizens of Heaven’s home


We’ll sing around the throne

The riches of God’s grace; We will see Him face to face

Come, Holy Spirit

Words and Music by Gloria Gaither, William J. Gaither. ©1964 William J. Gaither, Inc.   (Admin. by Gaither Copyright Management). CCLI License #256413
1. Come as a wisdom to children, Come as new sight to the blind, Come, Lord, as strength to my weakness, 

Take me: soul, body and mind.

Come, Holy Spirit, I need You, Come, sweet Spirit, I pray;
Come in Your strength and Your power, 

Come in Your own gentle way.

2. Come as a rest to the weary, Come as a balm for the sore,
Come as a dew to my dryness: Fill me with joy evermore.

3. Come like a spring in the desert, Come to the withered of soul; 

O let Your sweet healing power Touch me and make me whole.

