In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – February 14, 2016
The Holy Spirit gives us the bold confidence to fully trust God!
1 John 3:19–24
3:24 Those who obey His commands live in Him, and He in them. And this is how we know that He lives in us: We know it by the Spirit He gave us.

1 John 3:24 (NIV84)
-----------

Welcome to the study of John’s letters. We live in a sinful world. No surprise here. But, because of Christ, we are not overcome by the sin that is so ever present around us. But, becoming a Christian doesn’t take us out of the world. Rather, as Christians we are to be equipped to remain in the world as a community that is fully enjoying fellowship with the Father and His Son. As a result of this fellowship, we live as victorious conquerors over sin while simultaneously bringing with us the light of Christ, the righteousness of Christ and the love of Christ to persons lost in the darkness of the world so that they can enter into the same joy we are having in Christ.

	Our objective in this study is to further our understanding of our distinctive nature as Christians. In our previous study our text from 1 John 3:11-18 addressed how our obedience to love testifies to the reality that we have indeed been born of the Spirit and Christ lives within us. This love becomes a distinguishing mark of the Christian, setting him or her in contrast to those who are children of the devil. This study will guide us in how we can have confidence in addressing God, even when our hearts have been condemning us. 


	I. Making distinctions so the truth can be clearly grasped. (1:5–4:6)

B. The distinction between the Christian and the world, (God is Righteous) (2:18–4:6)

2. How to be loving, (3:19-4:6) 

a. How to have boldness toward God, (Confidence before God) (3:19–24)

	1 John 3:19–24 (NIV84) [John 8:1-11; 10:22-42; 14:15-21; 16:5-28]
3:19 This then is how we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in His presence 3:20 whenever our hearts condemn us. For God is greater than our hearts, and He knows everything. 
3:21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 3:22 and receive from Him anything we ask, because we obey His commands and do what pleases Him. 3:23 And this is His command: to believe in the name of His Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as He commanded us. 3:24 Those who obey His commands live in Him, and He in them. And this is how we know that He lives in us: We know it by the Spirit He gave us. 

	Blog #12: How do we regain confidence before God when our hearts condemn us for not being as loving, believing or obeying as we should be?

3:19-20 What do we know and how did we come to know it? 
What causes a Christian’s heart to not be at rest in God’s presence?
What is the antidote when we find our heart is condemning us?
3:21-24 When our condemning heart has been set at rest, what results?
When we have confidence before God, what else is going on in our lives?
What gives us confidence with God that He will give us what we ask Him for?
Which comes first? A. obeying Christ’s commands. B. Living in Him and He in us. C. Having the Spirit in us.



My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: __________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear this message: __________________________
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