In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – February 28, 2016
Overcoming false spirits!
1 John 4:1–6
4:4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.

1 John 4:4 (NIV84)
-----------

Welcome to the study of John’s letters. We live in a sinful world. No surprise here. But, because of Christ, we are not overcome by the sin that is so ever present around us. But, becoming a Christian doesn’t take us out of the world. Rather, as Christians we are to be equipped to remain in the world as a community that is fully enjoying fellowship with the Father and His Son. As a result of this fellowship, we live as victorious conquerors over sin while simultaneously bringing with us the light of Christ, the righteousness of Christ and the love of Christ to persons lost in the darkness of the world so that they can enter into the same joy we are having in Christ.

	Our objective in this study is to further our understanding of our distinctive nature as Christians. The immediate context is the distinctive nature of Christians as loving. In this context, John speaks to us how overcoming false spirits is vital to continue our love for God and our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ. It appears that John’s premise is that if we are overcome by the spirit of falsehood we will lose our distinction of having love for God and for our brothers. Thus, being vigilant in our discerning and deflecting falsehood is a critical responsibility of all Christians. In addition, characteristic of our fellowship with our brothers and sisters in Christ will be our conversations that result from the overflow of our love for Christ.


	I. Making distinctions so the truth can be clearly grasped. (1:5–4:6)

B. The distinction between the Christian and the world, (God is Righteous) (2:18–4:6)

2. How to be loving, (3:19-4:6) 

b. How to overcome the false spirits, (Warnings Against False Spirits) (4:1–6)

	1 John 4:1–6 (NIV84) [John 8:21-30; 14:15-27; 18:36-38]
4:1 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 4:2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 4:3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. 
4:4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 4:5 They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 4:6 We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. 

	Blog #13: What test should we apply to all human teachers who claim to speak under spiritual inspiration?
4:1-3 Why does the Apostle John want us to develop a skeptical disposition towards the messages we hear from anybody and everybody whether they are in the world or in the church?
How would you describe the test John asks us to apply from our skeptical disposition in order to discern the true source of the messages we are hearing?
Try to identify some messages you have heard recently from outside the church as well as inside the church. Apply the test John has given you. What is the result? Which messages are from God? Which messages are from the devil?
4:4-6 On what basis can John move from urging us to be skeptical of all spirits so as to discern between the true and the false to speaking so affirmingly of our having overcome these false spirits?
How does John help us understand why those belonging to the world are likely not listening to us?
According to John, what is it that causes us to recognize the Spirit of truth in our conversations?
What is it that causes us to recognize the spirit of falsehood in our conversations?
What is John implying about the content of our conversations with our brothers and sisters in Christ when he says “whoever knows God listens to us”?




My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: __________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear this message: __________________________
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