In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – March 6, 2016
What difference does it make when we depend on the love God has for us?
1 John 4:7–18 (+19)
4:16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.




1 John 4:16 (NIV84)
-----------

Welcome to the study of John’s letters. We live in a sinful world. No surprise here. But, because of Christ, we are not overcome by the sin that is so ever present around us. But, becoming a Christian doesn’t take us out of the world. Rather, as Christians we are to be equipped to remain in the world as a community that is fully enjoying fellowship with the Father and His Son. As a result of this fellowship, we live as victorious conquerors over sin while simultaneously bringing with us the light of Christ, the righteousness of Christ and the love of Christ to persons lost in the darkness of the world so that they can enter into the same joy we are having in Christ.

	As we move further into chapter 4 of 1 John, the focus intensifies on our Christian mandate to love one another, particularly within our Christian community. Thus, our objective in this study is to look for answers to the question, what difference does it make when we depend on the love God has for us? This will be an uplifting and encouraging study as we see how much God has done for us to make it possible for us to obey His command to love one another.


	I. Making distinctions so the truth can be clearly grasped. (1:5–4:6)

II. Therefore, love one another. (4:7–5:20)

A. By keeping the love of God perfected in us, (God is Love) (4:7–5:3a)
1. What God has done to evoke love in us, (True Love) (4:7-18)
a. His objective work in Christ, (4:7–11)
b. The subjective appropriation of this work of faith, (4:12–18)

	1 John 4:7–11 (NIV84) [John 3:11-18; 13:34-35; 15:9-17]
4:7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 4:8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 4:9 This is how God showed His love among us: He sent His one and only Son into the world that we might live through Him. 4:10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 4:11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
1 John 4:12–18 (+19) (NIV84) [John 4:39-42; 14:9-26]
4:12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and His love is made complete in us. 4:13 We know that we live in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 4:14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son to be the Savior of the world. 4:15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. 4:16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. 

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 4:17 In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like Him. 4:18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 
4:19 We love because He first loved us.

	Blog #14: Why should Christians love one another beyond doing it to obey God and it being evidence that we are in the light?
4:7-11 After reading these five verses, attempt to answer the Blog question above?
4:7a What is the reality that takes away any excuse from us to not love one another?
4:7b-8 What does it take for us to become lovers of one another?
4:9 How and why has God demonstrated His love for us?
4:10-11 Why is it that loving like God does requires us to have our sins dealt with in the only proper manner possible as Christ has done?
Blog #15: What is the evidence that the truth of God’s love for us has taken hold of us?
4:12-19 After reading this set of verses, make an attempt to answer the above Blog question.
Here is an opportunity to view Scripture written in the form of a chiasm, “the use of bilateral symmetry about a central axis,” where the center conveys importance. What may be the most important point of these verses?
A. No one beheld God, 12a

4:12a No one has ever seen God;

B. Mutual love, God abides, love perfected, 12b

4:12b but if we love one another, God lives in us and His love is made complete in us.

C. Abiding in God, He in us, 13

4:13 We know that we live in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.

D. Bear witness to the Savior, 14

4:14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son to be the Savior of the world.

D’. Confessing that Jesus is Son, 15a

4:15a If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God,

C’. God abides in him, He in us, 15b

4:15b God lives in him and he in God.

B’. God’s love for us, abiding in God, love perfected, 16-17a

4:16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 4:17 In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment,

A’. As He is, we are in the world, 17b

4:17b because in this world we are like Him.




My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: __________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear this message: __________________________
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