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Sunday, March 13, 2016 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Pastor Micah Adamson Title: How to choose a church Part 2: Don't be distracted from Jesus' work to save sinners! 
Text: 1 Timothy 1:1-17 

1 Timothy 1:15-16 (NIV84) 15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. 16 But for that very reason I 

was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited 
patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life. 

 
Why this topic:  Kind of an odd sermon, but I don't think I've ever heard this topic as a sermon before.  I’m not expecting lots of visitors this morning and I’m not hoping that any of you will leave.  But, chances are you or someone you know will be trying to find a church someday.  I’m going to try to answer this question today from 1 Timothy, which is the first of three 

books Paul wrote with instructions to second generation pastors (Timothy and Titus). 
 
Sermon Series Overview: Part 1: What we should be attracted by and to: We should be attracted by the Bible to Jesus. 
Part 2: What not to be distracted by and from: We should not be distracted by false teaching 
from the gospel of Jesus. 
 
Summary of Part 1: Title: How to choose a church Part 1: Be attracted by God’s Spirit speaking about God’s Son 
from God’s Word to and through God’s people over and over and over... 
Text: 2 Timothy 3:10-4:13  A good church should:  Trust that God will speak to us through the very words of scripture.  Be willing to suffer for “living a godly life in Christ Jesus” and see suffering for what is right 

as preferable to being “evil men and impostors”.  Trust that the Bible is God’s word and help us get know all of it, especially the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, and how to live in light of it.  Help us to know the previous generation of Christians and learn the faith from them, both in 
our own families and at church.  Care more about Jesus’ opinion as the judge than anyone else’s.  Preach the gospel from God’s word to us even when it’s not popular and make sure that we 
actually understand it, believe it, and live in light of it.  Care about Jesus’ opinion as our final judge and help us to bank on our reward in heaven and 
be willing to do the right thing when it’s hard on earth.  Care about studying God’s word in the New and Old Testament and we should be committed 
helpers for the long haul.  Teach us the whole Bible again and again to correct our wrong ideas about God.  Be more concerned about being faithfulness than being flashy. 
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1 Timothy 1:1-2 (NIV84) 1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the command of God our Savior and of Christ Jesus our 
hope,  

2 To Timothy my true son in the faith:  
Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.  apostle = sent one/messenger/missionary (the person whose apostle you are is important)  apostles, Apostles, and the APOSTLE o apostle = missionary (Acts 14:14 = Barnabas and Paul sent by their church, Phil. 2:25 

= Epaphroditus sent by his church, 1 Thess. 1:1, 2:6 = Paul, Silas, and Timothy) o Apostles = Luke 6:13, Acts 1:22-24, 1 Cor. 15:5, 8, 2 Cor. 12:12  1 John 1:1–3 = 
Chosen and sent by Jesus to be His eye witnesses (especially of His resurrection) o Ephesians 2:20, Revelation 21:14 = Apostles laid the foundation of the church o Nicene Creed: I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church o APOSTLE = Heb. 3:1 = Jesus is God's messenger  Paul is claiming authority given him by Jesus to speak authoritatively for God.  Bible = the word of Christ, spoken by the Holy Spirit through His authorized messengers.  Grace, Mercy, and Peace = Grace = gift we don’t deserve, Mercy = pardon from punishment 

we do deserve, Peace = restored to a relationship with God.  God the Father and Jesus Christ our Lord (a title for God) = Trinitarian language  God our Savior and Christ Jesus our Hope = Faith and Hope = past/present, future  Son in the faith = Paul led Timothy’s family to faith in Jesus  Do you hear echoes of the Old Testament priestly benediction? 
 
Numbers 6:24-26 (NIV84)  The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine upon you and be gracious to 
you; the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace. 
 
1 Timothy 1:1-2 Distractions:  Don’t get distracted from the biblical gospel of who Jesus is and what Jesus has done. o Jesus is the Son of God, the Christ, the LORD, our savior. o Jesus gives us peace with God by the grace and mercy He gave us at the cross. 
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1 Timothy 1:3-5 (NIV84) Warning Against False Teachers of the Law 
3 As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so that you may 

command certain men not to teach false doctrines any longer 4 nor to devote themselves to myths 
and endless genealogies. These promote controversies rather than God’s work—which is by 
faith. 5 The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience 
and a sincere faith.   Ephesus = John wrote from Ephesus, had he read 1 Timothy? (Hendriksen & Kistemaker)  Command not to teach (1 John 4:1 “Don’t believe”, Are these teachers Anti-Christs?)  Don’t teach: False doctrines, Myths, Endless Genealogies (“Genealogical fables”/Fan 

Fiction: in the Talmud, Gnostic Gospels, Heretical sects today,   Titus 1:14 = Jewish Myths + commands from those who reject the truth  Controversies = distractions  God’s work is by faith (believing in Jesus is God’s work/command - 1 John 3:23, John 6:29)  The true faith leads to real love, which is why focusing on accurate teaching about Jesus is so 
important. If we get distracted from this, nothing is left.  Love = fulfills the law and mirrors God’s own nature as Father/Son/Spirit - 1 John 3:23  Faith, Hope, Love = All three go/work together (1 Thess. 5:8 = mini armor of God, 1 Thess. 
1:3 = faith/love = work, hope = endurance, 1 Cor. 13:13 = love greatest, Col. 1:5 = faith/love 
come from hope, 1 Tim. 1:1-2 = hope comes from faith, 1 Tim.1:4-5 love comes from faith)  Heart=“faith/feelings”  Pure heart, good conscience, sincere faith = Regeneration, Repentance, Faith –   Do you hear echoes from our worship text? 

 
Psalm 51:10-11 (NIV84) 10 Create in me a pure heart, O God,  

and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  
11 Do not cast me from your presence  

or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
 

1 Timothy 1:3-5 Distractions:  Don’t be distracted by false doctrines, myths, genealogies, and controversies.  They distract us from God’s work of saving us from sin, which is by and through faith.   They distract us from love, pure hearts, good consciences, and sincere faith in Jesus.   
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1 Timothy 1:6-11 (NIV84) 6 Some have wandered away from these and turned to meaningless talk. 7 They want to be 
teachers of the law, but they do not know what they are talking about or what they so confidently 
affirm.  

8 We know that the law is good if one uses it properly. 9 We also know that law is made not 
for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and 
irreligious; for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers, 10 for adulterers and 
perverts, for slave traders and liars and perjurers—and for whatever else is contrary to the sound 
doctrine 11 that conforms to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which he entrusted to me.  Don’t teach: Meaningless talk, what they don’t know and yet talk about confidently.   Don’t teach : the law (the wrong way)  Legalism vs. Antinomianism = two ways to be distracted from the real purpose of the law.  Do teach: the law (the right way)  Paul tells us not to be teachers of the law and then reviews the 10 commandments.  We know what the law is for = to feel your “real guilt/good guild” in your conscience.  Law not for the righteous = people who don’t need it vs. people who think they don’t need it.  People who drive slowly on their own out of love in school zones don’t need speed limits, 

speed limits are made for people who don’t care about others.  Law not for the righteous = but for sinners - Matt. 9:13,   If you don’t need the law, then you don’t need grace, God’s patience, a savior, or Jesus.   Law for the lawbreakers and rebels = to show us our sin.  Paul lists looks like he’s trying to find particularly bad examples of each sin (usually listed 
negative before positive).  How to use the law correctly = admit that you break the 10 commandments (Exodus 20):  o 1-4 ungodly and sinful, unholy and irreligious (profane) o 5-6 those who kill their fathers or mothers and murderers (Mark 7:9-13, Exodus 

21:15, Paul) o 7 adulterers and perverts (homosexuals– ESV, NIV2011, NASB, NKJV this was 
Paul’s particularly bad example of sexual sin, we have to let God define sin) o 8 slave traders (kidnappers = stealing people) o 9 liars and perjurers (1 John 4:20)  These things are contrary to sound doctrine (healthy teaching) and don’t match the gospel  Our actions should be in keeping with sound doctrine and in conformity with the gospel  The gospel is the glorious gospel, and until you can see is as glorious you haven’t understood 

it and believe it. We need God’s help to see how good the gospel is (2 Cor. 4:4).  Blessed God = God is good, knowing God blesses us as God is blessed.  Entrusted to me = Paul’s authority 
 

1 Timothy 1:6-11 Distractions:  Don’t be distracted by meaningless talk from people who don’t know what they are 
talking about no matter how confident they are.  Don’t be distracted by a bad use of the law (either legalism or antinomianism).  They distract us from healthy teaching that is in line with the amazing good news that 
Jesus came to save us by fulfilling the law and dying in our place for our sin. 
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1 Timothy 1:12-14 (NIV84) The Lord’s Grace to Paul 
12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me faithful, 

appointing me to his service. 13 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a 
violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. 14 The grace of our 
Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.   Jesus Christ our Lord = Jesus = Joshua/Savior, Christ = Anointed One/Coming King, Lord = 

Master/God  Give Strength, consider Faithful, appoint to service = Apostle  Blasphemer, persecutor, violent man = Blasphemer = Didn’t believe the truth that Jesus is 
Lord, Persecutor = tried to hurt those who believed in Jesus, Violent man = successful in 
hurting those who believed in Jesus  Ignorance and Unbelief = not Mark 3, Hebrews 6, 10, 1 John 5 sin  Mercy and Grace = Mercy = Undeserved forgiveness, Grace = Undeserved gifts  Grace and Faith = Gifts from God – Eph. 2:8-9  Faith and Love = go hand in hand  In Christ Jesus = All the good things we get from God are given to us in Jesus  Grace, Faith, and Love as gifts from God = As believers in Jesus we can all affirm that we 
came to faith only because God’s grace/faith/love were poured out on us. The doctrine of 
election/God’s choosing/God’s acting for us only gets hard when we talk about unbelievers.  Why was Paul knocked off of his horse and not Ananias/Caiaphas (Acts 8)? Why could Paul 
see Jesus and hear His voice but Paul’s companions couldn’t? Paul wouldn’t say that God 
new Jesus appearing would work to convert him but not others.   Paul wanted the Jews to share in his salvation, but couldn’t get it (Romans 9-11). We don’t 
understand how God chooses to do more to save some than others and why some seem to be 
able to successfully resist God’s grace.   Paul’s story is designed by God as a means for us to hear of God’s grace, believe in Jesus, 
and receive eternal life (John 1:12).   It’s also designed for us to be grateful that we are able by God’s grace to believe and be 
saved, since “all we contribute is sin an cholesterol” – Rod Rosenblatt  C.S. Lewis warned in Mere Christianity not to let objections to the idea that not everyone is 
going to get in on God’s grace in Jesus stop you from getting in on it yourself and sharing it 
with as many others as you possibly can. 
 

1 Timothy 1:12-14 Distractions:  Don’t be distracted from our need for God’s grace and mercy to forgive us our sin, by 
debates about how God’s sovereignty and man’s free will work together.  Don’t be distracted by debates over details, from the fact that God gives us grace, faith, 
and love without, which we are lost. 
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1 Timothy 1:15-17 (NIV84) 
15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. 16 But for that very reason I was shown 
mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life. 17 Now to the 
King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.  5 Trustworthy Sayings: 1 Tim. 1:15; 3:1; 4:8, 9; 2 Tim. 2:11–13; Titus 3:4–8  Christ Jesus came into the world – Pre-existent, uniquely God, incarnate (John 1, 1 John 3-4)   Sinners = only a former Pharisee like would know what a dirty word this was  Righteous have to become (admit they are) sinners to be saved  To save sinners = Jesus death on the cross as our atoning sacrifice (1 John 2:2, 1 John 4:10)  I am the worst (not was) = “even a fully pardoned sinner is a sinner.” (Simultaneously saint 

and sinner)  Worse = foremost = in a long line of us sinners (don’t fight Paul for first place, get in line).  Paul is claiming to be a worse sinner than the ways he listed to break the 10 commandments.  Paul was part of the dragon waiting to devour God’s offspring the moment they were born 
(Revelation 12, 1 Cor. 15:9)  Mercy was shown to Paul as an example for us to believe on Jesus and receive eternal life 
since God can forgive anyone if He can forgive Paul. This is a “how much more” argument.  What happens when the irresistible force meet the unmovable object? In the Bible, the 
irresistible force wins. Forgiving the worst of sinners shows that God’s patience is unlimited.  The king (positive) = God and the Lamb - Revelation 22:3  Eternal, immortal, invisible (negatives) = Not temporal, Not mortal, Not visible  The only God (Trinitarian: God the Father and Jesus - 1 Tim. 1:1, 2 Tim. 4:1, Titus 2:13,)  Honor, glory, for ever and ever (the long ending of the Lord’s prayer, Revelation 1:6, 5:13, 1 
Peter 4:11, 5:11, Hebrews 13:21)  We could add other things not to get distracted by from other places in the Bible.   Pattern of distraction: Something that starts out good, taken twisted at little bit, made central, 
gets in the way of the truth of gospel about Jesus work on the cross to save sinners.   The Bible is a big book, but it’s all about Jesus and the good news about Jesus work on the 
cross is the center, of the center, of the center, of the story.   I’m excited for the reminders next week: Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday! 

 
1 Timothy 1:15-17 Distractions:  Don’t be distracted from Jesus who is uniquely God incarnate. He came into the world, 

lived a perfect life, died as our atoning sacrifice, rose again to give us eternal life, He 
now reigns as king until He returns as the judge of the final judgment.  Don’t be distracted from God’s definition of sin found in the Bible.  Don’t be distracted from God’s definition of us as sinners saved only by His unlimited 
patience and grace, through faith in Jesus Christ. All the honor and glory for our 
salvation are due to God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ forever and ever. Amen! 

 
Conclusion:  We should not be distracted by anything from the good news of Jesus work on the cross to 

save us from our sin. If we miss the gospel, we’ve missed the whole point! 


