Sunday, March 20, 2016 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Dr. Daniel Folden

 – Palm Sunday & 25th Anniversary Sunday – 
Formal Transfer of Pastoral Leadership from Pastor Dan to Pastor Micah

Continuing to Build on the Solid Foundation, Namely Jesus Christ!
1 Corinthians 3:1–4:2

10 By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds. 11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.
1 Corinthians 3:10-11 (NIV84)
----------- [Note to readers. This symbol ( suggest you look up to view a new PowerPoint slide.]

Today is a very unique Sunday in the history of New Heights Christian Church. Not only is it Palm Sunday, not only is it our Twenty-Fifth Anniversary as a church, it is also the day we officially transfer the title and responsibility of senior pastor to Pastor Micah Adamson. I will continue on as Pastor Micah’s associate, seeking to serve the Lord and this congregation and now especially seeking to be of service to Pastor Micah.

The text from which I preach this morning becomes my “Charge to Pastor Micah,” as well as to you, the congregation of New Heights Christian Church. I will seek to highlight truths that the Apostle Paul speaks that have the greatest application for this transfer of leadership responsibility that is taking place here at New Heights today.

In our text for this special day from 1 Corinthians 3, Paul uses three analogies to describe the relationship that God’s servants or ministers have towards God’s children in the maturing process that God has prescribed for His children to participate in. Each of these three analogies gives us a little different take on (God’s children engaged in God’s process of spiritual maturity with the assistance of God’s servants all under God’s supervision.

First is the analogy of (the parents’ role in their children’s lives. Parents have a responsibility given to them by God to care for and nurture the children He gives them. This analogy serves as a piece of the larger picture that Paul is painting for us here of how ministers of the Gospel are to relate with God’s children, even when His children get stalled in their spiritual growth.

Second is the analogy of (the gardener’s role in the care and feeding of his crops. Here there’s a diverse labor force each with his or her assignment and objective. But the crucial recognition is that these crops are God’s people, are God’s field, and all the ministers who work in His field are to serve in a complementary manner according to God’s instructions and His objectives.

Third is the analogy of (the builder’s role in the construction of a building. Here Paul stresses the vital necessity of building carefully and with quality materials on an existing foundation that will produce a building, which Paul describes as a temple, that will endure even the severest of tests.

So are text from 1 Corinthians 3, speaks particularly to God’s servants or God’s ministers who are likened to parents, gardeners & builders with lessons for all of us in the process.

Now at first glance, you may wonder why I selected the third chapter of First Corinthians as the text for my final sermon as the senior pastor of New Heights Christian Church and the basis on which to speak a word of challenge to pastor Micah, our new senior pastor, as well as a word to you, the congregation that he will now lead. (The opening paragraph is not a very pleasant word that Paul speaks to the Christians in Corinth. Nor was it an easy word to speak. But clearly, Paul felt compelled to be straightforward with this church with whom he was so very well acquainted.

If tomorrow morning you had an appointment with your regular and trusted medical doctor because you were wondering if something might be wrong in your body, (I suspect that you would want him to tell you the truth even if it were uncomfortable for you, even if it were devastating news.

And I further suspect, it would be a bit easier to receive his assessment of your status of health had you come to understand that your doctor, by his demonstration in practice and in character, really had your best interest at heart over the entire course of his being your doctor. And were that the case, I’m inclined to believe that you would then be eager to hear his recommendation for treatment for the disease he had just discovered in you. And you wouldn’t simply be eager to hear, but you would be eager to participate in and cooperate with the treatment he was recommending. And I am more then suggesting that what we are about to hear in 1 Corinthians 3 bears similarity to your visit with your doctor.

Follow with me as I read ( 1 Corinthians 3:1–4 (NIV84) 1 Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly (of the flesh)—mere infants in Christ. 2 I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. 3 You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere men? 4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not mere men? 

So here is Paul’s first analogy: the parents’ role in their children’s lives. Parents have a God-given responsibility to care for and nurture the children He has given them. And here Paul speaks as the parent when something has gone terribly wrong with his children.

Notice how Paul describes his audience. “Not spiritual but worldly,” “mere infants in Christ,” “not ready for solid food,” “mere men.” Wow! This is severe. But (what right does Paul have to make this assessment of these believers? Is he not out of place to say these things? And just how excited would you be to have Paul do a spiritual inventory of your life given how he just assessed these Christians in the church at Corinth? By the way, do you have someone from whom you would welcome such honesty?
As for Paul’s right to say these things, don’t miss this: he still calls them “brothers.” He describes them as being “in Christ,” and as following a godly leader in the church. In verse 5, we’ll see that he implies that (these people came to believe in Jesus through his ministry or Apollos’s ministry. He says in verse 2, “I gave you milk.” So, he’s addressing them, not just as Christians, but as Christians under his care, in the likeness of a parent caring for his or her own children, probably as Christians who came to Christ through his preaching. So there’s a strong, loving and established relationship here that Paul has with these believers who are now in a prolonged state of infancy – too long – much too long, and it’s been so by their own choices.

And if the medical doctor analogy can be expanded here a bit, the doctor who is now examining you for a potential disease is the same doctor who assisted in your delivery into this world. He knows you well over the course of some time.
Yet, (something is deeply awry in the lives of these Christians in Corinth. Their actions don’t match their confessions. They say they are spiritual but in reality they are worldly. They claim to be forgiven of their sins yet they are full of jealousy and quarreling and certainly not content or peaceable. Their attainments don’t match their projections. Evidence that they are babes and not mature adults in Christ is that they can only handle spiritual milk not solid food or the meat of God’s word. They may actually be an embarrassment to both Paul and Apollos, hardly followers they would encourage other young believers to imitate. Paul certainly is not speaking of these Corinthian believers as he does of the Philippian believers as “my joy and my crown.” 

So, (what’s the application here for your new senior pastor and for you, his congregation? 

We have had the privilege of having Micah minister among us now for over ten years. We hired him in July of 2009 and in late 2011, the elder board designed a transition plan that outlined a vision to bring Pastor Micah Adamson on as our new Senior Pastor and I would transition into an Associate Pastor role. So, Pastor Micah is not an unknown person among us. But, neither are we an unknown congregation of believers to him. 

Surely, what all of us know is that Micah is a God-called-man who has been diligent for his entire life to study and learn the Scriptures. We have benefited much from his learning and his teaching. I have stood amazed nearly every Sunday these past couple years when he comes up to the pulpit following a sermon that I just preached and fields your questions of my sermon and answers your questions often times better than I would have.

So, what is about to transpire by our commissioning Micah as our senior pastor will be done so with confidence that (he will speak to us from God’s word. What we also know is that he is capable of giving us solid food from God’s word, as well. But the lesson from the Corinthian church is that they essentially throttled Paul in what he could teach them because they had allowed distractions to enter their lives that took their eyes off of Jesus Christ and kept them as mere infants in Christ.

So, our text is challenging us as a congregation to be a people who set our sights on Jesus Christ so firmly that He, (Jesus, will be able to nourish us from the whole of His Word, milk and meat, and do so through His servant Pastor Micah.

Kenneth Chafin says of this first paragraph of chapter 3 that “What is communicated (by the pastor) is controlled by the interest, experience, understanding, and spiritual maturity of the listener.” 
 In other words, (we, the congregation, have much to say about our own spiritual growth. We can remain in our high chairs and insist on pabulum for our regular diet. Or (we can continue to be resolved to ready ourselves and prepare ourselves and equip ourselves to receive great spiritual meals from our pastor. (An illustration of readying ourselves would be to make space in our calendar to be a faithful participant in the growth and service opportunities of the church. Preparing ourselves would be to read and study in advance the Scriptures from which Micah’s sermons will come. Equipping ourselves would be to put into practice the lessons we have heard. And I commend to you this three-fold resolve.

Paul now confronts these Corinthian believers in their claim to be either a follower of Apollos or of Paul, or maybe even of Cephas or Christ, as we will hear mentioned later. 

( 1 Corinthians 3:5–9 (NIV84) 5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only
 servants (deacons), through whom you came to believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 8 The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose (are one), and each will be rewarded according to his own labor. 9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building. 

So here Paul uses his second analogy, that of the gardener’s role in the care and feeding of his crops to bring another perspective on (God’s children engaged in God’s process of spiritual maturity with the assistance of God’s servants all under God’s supervision.

So, after making such a dismal assessment of these believers, (how then does Paul motivate them to grow up, to mature and become spiritual? How does Paul instill in them a godly vision? How does Paul move these worldly, fleshly, mere infants in Christ, mere men, to pursue the riches of the Christian life and keep their focus on Christ? How does he get to them repent yet again?
It appears that these Corinthians had missed the point that (Christians are to have their focus on Christ and not on Christ’s servants. Somehow this had contributed to these believers remaining as infants in their faith, which in turn led them to appearing, even acting more worldly than spiritual. So, Paul clarifies his and Apollos’ roles as servants of the Lord, as planters and waterers where it is only God who brings growth. But his clarification is also about the believer’s identity. They are God’s field. 

So, if they are God’s field, and Paul and Apollos are God’s servants, (what is the common objective? It’s the growth of God’s field. If there is any competition here it is to spur one another on to excellence in completing the assignment that God has given each of them. (It’s a competition to faithfulness and to partnership. It’s a rejoicing in the reality that all of God’s workers doing what they have been assigned to do complements the work of the other obedient servants of God. So it’s the complementarity of the Body of Christ at work. It’s what we read about in ( Hebrews 10:24 (NIV84) 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. And it’s a partnership not just of God’s servants with the God’s people who are desiring to grow, it’s a partnership with God Himself. We are laborers together with God and under God and for God’s glory.

This is a point worth dwelling on. In God’s economy of resources that He has at His disposal to communicate to and conquer our rebellious hearts, He has positioned those whom He has already conquered to be necessary messengers of His transforming Gospel. Amazingly, God has placed in the hands of humans the responsibility to communicate the supernatural revelation of His work of redemption through His Son Jesus Christ. Therefore, God’s servants have an awesome responsibility and privilege worthy of the best investment of all their available resources.
Now these opening verses also suggest quite strongly that (we servants of God don’t give up on young or old believers even when they get stalled in their growth. But, neither do we pretend like its OK that they remain stalled in their growth in Christ. Because, according to Paul, to stop growing in Christ means we have become worldly or carnal, and we are living by the flesh rather than by the Spirit of God. And this is not good. And if that ever becomes our situation, (we need someone to come along side of us and firmly and gently call us back to fixing our gaze on Jesus.
So the critical recognition here in Paul’s second analogy is that these crops are God’s people, are God’s field, and all the ministers who work in His field are to serve in a complementary manner according to God’s instructions to assist God’s people to keep growing in their relationship with Christ.

Then, abruptly, Paul introduces his third analogy at the end of verse 9 when he says, (9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building. Paul jumps from the farm into the city, so to speak, and does it without any smooth transition. You are God’s field; God’s building.
( 1 Corinthians 3:10–17 (NIV84) 10 By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds. 11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work. 
(14 If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. 15 If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames. 

16 Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you? 17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him; for God’s temple is sacred, and you are that temple. 

Paul’s third analogy is of the builder’s role in the construction of a building. Here Paul stresses the vital necessity of building carefully and with quality materials on an existing foundation that will produce a quality building, which Paul describes as a temple, which we understand to be (people who will endure even the severest of tests because God’s ministers have built into them the high quality of God’s word and truth.

Notice what Paul states is the foundation for a community of believers in Christ. The foundation is none other than Jesus Christ Himself. He alone is the foundation on which any Christian can grow in Christ. There’s no other option. And Paul says quite forcefully that (whatever is built on Jesus Christ must be rooted in Him and approved by Him if it’s going to survive the test of Judgment Day. The foundation is the defining factor of what get’s built on it. Thus, Paul says, if what is built on that foundation is of inferior quality then it will not be sufficient for the tests and trials that will most certainly come in life, and at best we will merely escape with our lives. 

Paul is urging in this third analogy that (both God’s servants and God’s people need to be working together to see that their lives individually and corporately are being rooted deeply in the foundation of Jesus Christ and being built up on Jesus Christ with the full breadth of God’s word to make them all strong for the daily storms and ultimately for the final Day of Judgment.

Now earlier, Paul said he and Apollos were only servants. But, we mustn’t arrive at the faulty conclusion that if we are only servants, then therefore we have nothing meaningful or important to contribute to the lives of the people God has called us to serve on His behalf. That would be a misunderstanding of what Paul means when he says he and Apollos are nothing (3:7), only servants (3:5). He proves as much when he speaks of the vital necessity of using gold, silver and precious stones for the building up of young believers into a temple that will withstand not only the storms of life, but more importantly, the Day of Judgment before the Holy God. (There is nothing more important that we can be involved in once someone gives his or her heart to the Lord than to participate in helping them grow stronger in Christ. Being only servants of God is a very high and precious calling, again, worthy of the greatest investment of all our resources.
Paul also states that there is nothing worse for a person to do than to try to destroy God’s temple, to attempt to undermine the faith of a young believer or dissuade a believer from walking in obedience to the Lord. That most certainly is not the mission of Christ’s church. Rather, it is for the building up of the believing saints so that they are active and growing members of the one body of Christ proclaiming hope in Him throughout the world.
Paul’s exhortation here reminds me of the embedded assignment for the shepherds of a church family when the writer of Hebrews instructed us to obey our leaders in ( Hebrews 13:17 (NIV84) 17 Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you. 
As an elder in our church, Micah already bears this responsibility to keep watch over us as a congregation, a responsibility for which he and all the elders will give an account to our Lord. But this is to be a cooperative mission so that both the shepherd and the sheep live together in the joy of growing in the Lord. So we come together to our local shepherd, eager and prepared to be nourished in God’s word and to grow in our love and allegiance to Jesus Christ our Savior and our Lord. And this eagerness to grow spurs our shepherd on even more to feed us especially nourishing meals of God’s word.
All three of Paul’s analogies, of the parent’s role, of the gardener’s role, and of the builder’s role, combine to encourage (God’s children to be engaged in God’s process of spiritual maturity with the assistance of God’s servants all under God’s supervision.

I close with these words. ( 1 Corinthians 3:18–4:2 (NIV84) 18 Do not deceive yourselves. If any one of you thinks he is wise by the standards of this age, he should become a “fool” so that he may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s sight. As it is written: “He catches the wise in their craftiness”; 20 and again, “The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.” 21 So then, no more boasting about men! All things are yours, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, 23 and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God. 

( 1 So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and as (stewards) those entrusted with the secret things of God. 2 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. 

As a wrap of what Paul is saying to us through his letter to the Corinthian church, the body of Christ belongs to Christ. Christ is our foundation and Christ is our destination. Christ indwells us through His Holy Spirit. Christ has given us a variety of servants to call us from infancy to maturity, to plant us and water us, to ground us in the foundation that is Christ so that we can be built upon and in Christ.
Therefore, Pastor Micah is one of those gifts from God to partner with God’s other servants for the purpose of building us up in Christ. Because (Micah, as God’s servant among us, is required by God to prove himself faithful to his calling, may we, not only uphold him in our prayers that he will continue to be that faithful servant among us, but may we also (commit ourselves to continue to be resolved to ready ourselves and prepare ourselves and equip ourselves to receive great spiritual meals from our pastor.
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

� Kenneth L. Chafin and Lloyd J. Ogilvie, 1, 2 Corinthians, vol. 30, The Preacher’s Commentary Series (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Inc, 1985), 48.


� Pastor Dan Folden thinks that the NIV added “only” in front of servants because of Paul’s expression in verse 7 that neither he, as the planter and Apollos, as the waterer, were anything. In that sense, then, it seems appropriate.
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