Sunday, April 24, 2016 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Dr. Daniel Folden

The love God is having for us inspires faith and love within us!
1 John 4:19–5:5

4:21 And He has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother. - 5:5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.











1 John 4:21; 5:5 (NIV84)
----------- [Note to readers. This symbol ( suggest you look up to view a new PowerPoint slide.]

When Micah recommended that I preach a series of sermons from John’s letters so I could complete having preached from all of John’s writings in the Bible, I wasn’t certain his letters would be as compelling as his Gospel or his Revelation simply because his letters seemed to have a mysterious flow and seemed hard to get a handle on. But my engagement so far with his first letter has been most compelling and very practical in application. So, I am glad to have embarked on this series. And since we are entering the final stretch in our study of the First Letter of the Apostle John, it would be appropriate to once again give you (my summary statement for the entire letter. Our text for today certainly contains much of the sentiment of this summary.

We live in a sinful world. No surprise here. But, because of Christ, we are not overcome by the sin that is so ever present around us. But, becoming a Christian doesn’t take us out of the world. Rather, as Christians, we are to be equipped to remain in the world as a community that is fully enjoying fellowship with the Father and His Son. As a result of this fellowship, we live as victorious conquerors over sin while simultaneously bringing with us the light of Christ, the righteousness of Christ and the love of Christ to persons lost in the darkness of the world so that they can enter into the same joy we are having in Jesus Christ. 
John clearly speaks to us about our personal relationship with Christ and how that fuels our loving relationships within the church, the Body of Christ. His instructions also motivate us to live in such a way that those outside the fellowship of Christ are brought into proximity with the person of Christ and invited to confess their sins and place their trust in Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord.
As we leave chapter 4 of 1 John and enter chapter 5, our Christian mandate to love one another, particularly within our Christian community, reaches its apex. Then, John clarifies how this command and all of God’s commands are to be obeyed. This will be the heart of this lesson.

Of the more recent discoveries that I’ve made in John’s first letter, the one that has gripped me the most comes from the heart of chapter 4. It started with my grappling with (the mystery of how it is possible for us Christians to even get close to loving like God has loved us. I felt it was not just a matter of sacrifice that makes my love for others to be just like God’s love for me. My greatest act of sacrifice can never atone for someone’s sins. The observation of the Pharisees when they criticized Jesus was correct: only God can forgive sins. The shedding of our blood does not achieve what the shedding of Christ’s blood achieved. This awareness created a problem for me when I heard John say that I was to love like God loved me.
Then as I struggled to understand (the point of 1 John 4:7-11 it suddenly struck me. The way that God showed His love for me was giving me His Son as an atoning sacrifice for my sins. If that is the greatest expression of love, then (if I lovingly and sacrificially give Jesus to those I am commanded to love, it is then that I am loving others like God has loved me.
Said in other words: If it is our obligation to love others in response to God’s love and in the likeness of His Son’s display of love, then we can really only do this adequately by bringing Jesus Christ to those we are called to love in the manner in which Jesus loved us, namely, sacrificially. But our loving actions need to include giving or bringing Jesus to those we love. So, one of the lingering questions I am hoping John will soon answer for us is this: How do we give Jesus Christ to those we love? (What does it look like when we, in love, give Jesus to someone?
Allow me to read our text for today. I’m including verse 12 from the previous section because when we read verse 20 we will hear an echo of verse 12, and I would like to explore that just a bit.
Our text is just 9 verses, including the one from the prior section. So, hear now the word of the Lord from 1 John.
(1 John 4:12 (NIV84) 4:12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and His love is made complete in us.

1 John 4:19–5:5 (NIV84) 4:19 We love because He first loved us. 4:20 If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 4:21 And He has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother. 

(5:1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves His child as well. 5:2 This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out His commands. 5:3 This is love for God: to obey His commands. 
And His commands are not burdensome, 5:4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5:5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 

Let’s start with the 16th blog question that I’ve asked of 1 John. Blog #16: Why does John say that love for God and love for one another are inseparable?
(4:19 We love because He first loved us.
God is the initiator of the love relationship we have with Him. He started it. Our love is a response to His love. Whether we are loving God back or loving other members of God’s family, we do so as a response to His having loved us and continuing to love us. So, we can already give an answer to our question. In order for us to love in any direction, be it to God or to people, with the kind of love that reflects well on God and that honors Him, we have to have received that kind of love from Him first. And because we have received His love through His Son Jesus Christ, we have within us a love that is intended to be given out. So, whether that love goes upward to God or outstretched to a brother or sister in Christ, the resource from which we draw to extend love is the same. That is one reason our love for God and our love for one another are inseparable.
(4:20 If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.
This is the echo of verse 12. (4:12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and His love is made complete in us.

Both of these verses address the problem of the invisibility of God. These verses suggest that it is harder to love someone we have never seen and easier to love someone we have seen. So, if we say we are doing the harder of the two, in other words, we are loving God, then the easier task should also be happening; we should be loving our brother. Verse 12, then, seems to suggest that if we are doing the easier task of the two, i.e. loving one another, that it is evidence that God lives in us and His love is being made complete or being made full in us. Again, this ability to love, even those who are easy to love, according to John, still requires us first to be loved by God.

Verse 20 states the same truth, only it’s in the negative. To falsely say, “I love God,” while at the same time hating my brother, I am a liar.

An analogy that would possibly work for us is that of a single water faucet. We are the water faucet. The water is God’s love. So, when we turn on our faucet, what comes out is God’s love water. And, it shouldn’t matter who gets wet. For all would get wet, get wet with God’s love. Here, then, is another argument for the inseparability of our love for God and our love for our brothers and sisters, since we are tapped into the same source of water. If God’s love for us is our source for extending or returning that love, then all recipients should be receiving nearly the same quality of love, no matter who receives it, God or people. 
So, hear these two verses again. (4:19 We love because He first loved us. 4:20 If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.
And again, (1 John 4:12 (NIV84) 4:12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and His love is made complete in us.

John seems to be communicating that all it takes for us to love like He loves is to be a recipient of His love. It should just come naturally. His love should just flow freeing through us to others and even back to Himself. Wouldn’t that make sense? We receive top quality love from God, return some of it back to Him with joy and thanksgiving and give away the rest to those around us. Piece of cake!
So, if that’s the case, why do we need verse 21? (Why do we need to be commanded to love our brother? If our love for God and our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ comes so naturally, why does John need to tell us that God has commanded us to love, to pass on what we have so abundantly received?

(4:21 And He has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother. 

Here’s my take on this. What is a command? Is it not an instruction with some detail? Is it not an instruction with some measurability to it that helps us know what God’s love actually looks like? (Commands bring clarity to our obedience. 
An old friend of mine, John Tissell, was an exceptionally alert servant of the Lord that I had the privilege of knowing both while I served at Kent Covenant Church and at Community Covenant in Redmond. What I learned during my time at Kent Covenant was that I needed to be careful about expressing a need that I thought I had while in the presence of John. One day in an off-the-cuff sort of manner, I stated, hardly knowing John was present, that I could use some more book shelves in my office. Without a word spoken by John, a week or so later, I arrived at church and at the door to my office were some well constructed book cases. At first, I didn’t know where they had come from. But, it didn’t take long to realize that John had heard my request, received it like a command, and joyfully went to work to produce book case for me.

In reflection, I realized that my alleged command or request for more book shelves, lacked specificity of shape, size, kind of wood, color and number. But, I did know my new book cases were made out of a joyful, servant’s heart.

My point is, God calls on us to obey His command to love because (in giving a command He brings clarity and specificity to the meaning of love. It’s not just whatever we think it is.
We’ve already seen that in my initial comments about loving others in response to God’s love and in the likeness of His Son’s display of love it is specified that we are to bring Jesus Christ to those we are called to love. That clarifies what love means. (God’s command specifies that loving with God’s love includes bringing the truth about Jesus and bringing the person of Jesus Himself to the person we’re trying to love.

Now, turning to chapter 5, John is going to bring together his teachings on God’s love and our obedience, teachings on our faith or belief and our birth into God’s family, and his teachings on how God through His Spirit invades the life of a believer with His life, His love and His power to overcome the temptations and lusts of the world.
Listen again to verses 1-5.
(5:1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves His child as well. 5:2 This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out His commands. 5:3 This is love for God: to obey His commands. 
And His commands are not burdensome, 5:4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5:5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 

Let’s examine verse 1. ( 5:1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves His child as well.
I acknowledge that there is mystery in how we come to believe that Jesus is the Christ. I acknowledge that the Holy Spirit plays a vital role, so much so that we would not come to believe in Jesus without the assistance and work of the Holy Spirit. I acknowledge that the word of God also plays a vital role in our coming to believe and that the Holy Spirit specializes in taking God’s word and penetrating our mind and our soul so that we can understand and believe that Jesus is the Christ. I also acknowledge that the Holy Spirit engages the mind and will of the person who is being born of God so that we who believe are doing so willfully and gladly. And finally, I confess that it is a mystery to me as to which comes first, believing or birth, or if they are simultaneous actions. And I am personally OK with letting this transaction remain a mystery since God gives us believers confidence that we have actually been born of Him. Maybe it’s a bit like looking at one’s birth certificate. It’s a mystery how I personally was born of my parents, but the birth certificate assures me that it actually happened so I can move on from there.
(John seems more intent on helping us who are presently believing in Jesus Christ to have confidence that we have indeed been born of God. And it is our birth from God that has brought us into a love relationship with Him as our Father. And John tells us that if our love for our Father is genuine, then we will also be having love for His children.

In verse 2, John inverts the order and starts with the subject of our love for the children of God and lets us know how we know that we really do love the children of God. (5:2 This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out His commands.
Such a statement takes us back to what we’ve already discussed regarding the inseparability of our love for God and our love for the children of God. But here, John connects loving God with carrying out His commands. Note, he’s speaks of commands in the plural, so he’s not just speaking of God’s command to love our brothers and sisters, he’s speaking of all His commands.
Then in verse 3, he defines love for God as obeying His commands. He then proceeds to counter our natural objection to commands in general. Commands are burdensome. We quite naturally don’t like to be commanded to do anything. But in the second half of verse 3 and the first half of verse 4, John says: ( 5:3 …. And His commands are not burdensome, 5:4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is an interesting argument. It appears that (what removes the burden of God’s commands are the victories we experience from being born of God. We aren’t just members of the winning team, we personally are seeing personal victories as a result of loving God and obeying His commands.
Based on what John has said here in verse 3, we really should merge the words “love” and “obey” to one word: loveobey. Even though, Spell Check prefers love/obey. John tells us, love for God is to obey His commands.
(5:3 …. And His commands are not burdensome, 5:4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith.
Here John introduces us to the noun form of the verb “believe,” namely “faith.” They both have the same root. In Greek it is much more obvious. The verb “believe” is pisteuo. The noun “faith” is pistis. And here (John connects the reality of having been born of God with the outcome of overcoming the world because of our faith. He connects faith or believing to our birth into God’s family and points to the favorable outcome of victory over the world system that stands as opposition against us.
You likely recall back in chapter 2 when John defined the world for us. This is the same world that we who have faith, we who have been born of God, are able to overcome, are able to be victorious over. (1 John 2:15–17 (NIV84) 15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever. 

(1 John 5:3b–5 (NIV84) 5:3 …. And His commands are not burdensome, 5:4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5:5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.
Doing the will of God is not burdensome because (obeying God’s commands places us on the road to victory over the world. But the victory is not so much our obeying as our believing. John says that our faith is the victory that has over come the world and our faith is rooted in our belief that Jesus is the Son of God.
Here’s another way of saying this: (It is no burden to us to love God by obeying His commands, which includes loving God’s children, because our faith/belief that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God, unites us with Christ through spiritual birth who then invades us with His life, His love and His power to overcome the world.

Here’s how Earl Palmer says in his commentary on 1 John: “We do not earn God’s love by our acts of love, but rather it is our experience of God’s love that provides the inner motivation toward love. It is the kind of love we ourselves received; the love that forgives our sins and identifies with us in our journey. Therefore we have that experience of love as the ‘en route’ training in love to enable us to express its implications with those around us.” 

So (what empowers both our love for the children of God and our strength to overcome the world? Is it not our trusting relationship with Jesus Christ? Faith, forsaking all I trust Him. Our deepening relationship with Jesus Christ empowers us to love God, love our brothers and be victorious over sin’s temptations and our fleshly lusts. This is what it looks like to live in Christ’s victory daily.

Amen!
Addendum to Sermon on 1 John 4:19-5:5

1 John 5:1–5 (NIV84) - A Chiasm
5:1a Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God,
5:1b and everyone who loves the Father loves His child as well. 

5:2 This is how we know that we love the children of God: 
by loving God and carrying out His commands.

5:3 This is love for God: to obey His commands.
And His commands are not burdensome, 

5:4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 
5:5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 

------

Combining the perimeter statements of this chiasm.
1 John 5:1–5 (NIV84) 

5:1a Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God,
5:1b and everyone who loves the Father loves His child as well. 

5:4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 
5:5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 

5:2 This is how we know that we love the children of God: 
by loving God and carrying out His commands.

5:3 This is love for God: to obey His commands.
And His commands are not burdensome, 

It is no burden to us to love God by obeying His commands, which includes loving God’s children, because our faith/belief that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God, unites us with Christ through spiritual birth who then invades us with His life, His love and His power to overcome the world.

1 John 4:7-11 has taken on even more significance to me. In brief, the only way I can love like God has loved me is to give Jesus to others even when it is costly to do, for only His sacrificial love can atone for our sins, not anyone else’s. Loving others without giving them Jesus too is just being nice, thoughtful and kind, but it doesn't reach the stature of God’s love for us in Jesus Christ.

� Earl F. Palmer and Lloyd J. Ogilvie, 1, 2 & 3 John / Revelation, vol. 35, The Preacher’s Commentary Series (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Inc, 1982), 64–65.
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