	
Date: July 1-7, 2013
	Sermon Text: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-2:1- Becoming Enthusiastic About The Gospel – Part 1

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	This Lord’s Day we launch a new series of Bible studies that will encourage us to consider the strategic implications and obligations of our being transformed by Christ into His new creation. Lord willing, we will enjoy the convincing work of the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 3:14; John 14:26; 16:13) that He does through God’s Word by removing our fear of fully surrendering in obedience to our Lord Jesus Christ. Further, may it also be true that where we need it we will all, including me, welcome the convicting work of the Holy Spirit (John 16:8-11). In other words, this series will challenge us Christians to keep taking steps by faith into a “securely risky” life in Christ and in His body.

Our primary texts for this Lord’s Day sermon, Becoming Enthusiastic About The Gospel – Part 1, are 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 and 1 Thessalonians 1:1-2:1. 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 tells us that we are reconciled into the new creation for a ministry of reconciliation for others. 1 Thessalonians 1 begins to illustrate how this plays out in real life.

Would you pray with me this prayer: Father God, I acknowledge with eternal gratitude that You took the initiative to restore my broken relationship with You by giving Your Son Jesus Christ as my reconciling agent. I confess that too frequently I become satisfied with what You did for me and I have missed Your heart for the entire world, including specific persons in close proximity to me. You never intended that I was to be the last link in the chain of passing on Your Gospel. So, Father, I open my life to You to test my gratitude for the supreme gift of eternal life You have given me through Your Son. I welcome Your Holy Spirit to thoroughly challenge my excuses for disobedience and I invite Him to flood my soul with Your words of encouragement to fully trust Your Son at each step He calls me to take. Father, I’m willing now to do what you ask of me. Please give me the courage and the strength to trust You and obey You. In Your Son’s name, amen.

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?

[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	2 Corinthians 5:17–21 (NIV84)
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to Himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And He has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making His appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God. 
1 Thessalonians 1:1–2:1 (NIV84)
1 Paul, Silas and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace and peace to you. 

2 We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers. 3 We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that He has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. 6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 7 And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything about it, 9 for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 
1 You know, brothers, that our visit to you was not a failure. 
	Pay particular attention to the implications and obligations of our being transformed by Christ.
5:17 Note: The Greek text has no words between “in Christ” and “new creation.” Some translators have supplied “he is” (ESV) prior to “new creation.” Others have supplied “there is” (NRSV). Can you see how both can be true?
5:18 Under what condition did God give us the ministry of reconciliation?
5:19-20 Based on Paul’s further explanation of verse 18, how would you say it in your own words?
5:21 What should be at the heart of our identity as Christ’s ambassadors? 

1:1 Paul is not alone in writing this letter. Keep an eye on clues for what the relationship between Paul, Silas and Timothy may have been like.
1:2-3 Where is Paul’s focus here? How did he come up with this prayer of thanksgiving? What is making him alert to those things for which he offers thanks to God? For whom would you or I pray this prayer?

1:4 How does Paul speak of these believers in Thessalonica? 
1:5 What evidence does Paul cite for how he could say these brothers in Thessalonica were loved and chosen by God? What part or role did Paul and his friends have in relaying God’s love and choice?
What actions would illustrate the statement: “how we lived among you for your sake”? For whom have you altered how you live so they would be blessed or have more reason to respond favorably to the Gospel?
1:6-7 Notice what Paul says these people became as a result of his team living among them? 
How should we understand Paul’s use of “imitator”?
How should we understand Paul’s use of “model”?
Think with me. What did it take for these Thessalonians to (want to) become imitators of Paul’s team?
What would it take for those within your network of influence to (want to) become imitators of your team? Is this a reasonable question to ask?
1:8-10 What happened once the Thessalonians became “imitators” of Paul’s team and became “models” to all believers? What was the story these Thessalonians told to their network of influence? What does their story indicate about the message Paul brought to the Thessalonians?
2:1 Is this an understatement of the degree of success that Paul’s team had from their visit to Thessalonica?
Conclusion: What do you sense the Holy Spirit is affirming in your present walk with Christ? What is He convicting you about? How will you finish this statement: “I will _______________________________________
______________________________________________.”

	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] – 


	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	With whom I shared my Bible observations today:




