	
Date: October 25 - 31, 2010
	Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 – The Priorities of a Godly Lifestyle – Christ, Body of Christ & Work of Christ in the World

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	The Corinthian Christians were basically like most Christians today. They had their own social interests, which seemed natural from their own perspective, but Paul summoned them to think instead as servants. 
 

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	1 Corinthians 12:12-27 (NIV) 
12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 
14 Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as He wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 
21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 
27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 

	Introduction: Though the focus of this text is on the body of Christ, the church, there is a strong presupposition that Christ is both sovereign (supreme) over and central to His church. Further, there is another presupposition in this text that the body of Christ exists for the purpose of fulfilling Christ’s mission.
12:12-13 If the body of Christ is a unit, how would you describe the local congregation of that body that your are part of? Does verse 12 look like an A-B-B-A kind of statement or argument? A = the body is one. B = the body has many parts. Thus, AB = Christ’s body. Are we the body of Christ? If we are, are we the presence of Christ in the world? What kind of presence, then, are we presenting to Kent and the surrounding area? According to verse 13, how does a person become a member of the body of Christ? What is the difference and meaning of being baptized by one Spirit and drinking of the one Spirit? How do we drink of the Spirit?
12:14-21 How does verse 14 differ from verse 21? What is the focus of these 8 verses? Where would a member of Christ’s body ever get the thought that he or she did not belong to His body because he or she was not a some other part than he/she was? How does a local congregation communicate to its members that some parts of the body don’t belong?

Have you ever thought this? “I don’t belong to the body of Christ, therefore, I’m not needed.”

If you can say, “I am needed,” How did you come to this awareness? What in this text informs you that the local congregation that you are part of needs you?

12:18 How significant is it in understanding our place in the body of Christ that God is the arranger of the parts, not any one of us?
12:21 Is it possible that the foot heard the hand say, “I don’t need you” and thus concluded, “I’m not part of the body because I’m not a foot?”

12:22-23Are there categories of the parts of the body that tend to be told they are not needed? What are they and how would we understand them today?
12:24-25 What is God attempting to do with us by combining all kinds of members together in His body?
12:26 What must happen with a body for every part to suffer when only one part suffers? And what must happen with a body for every part to rejoice when only one part is honored? How do the previous verses answer those questions? 
Conclusion: 
How willing are you to participate in those actions that would make you aware of both the suffering and honor being experienced by other parts of Christ’s body? 

Can you identify your true objections to what God is asking you to do as a member of His body?
How would you argue from Scripture that the local church you are participating in is NOT the part of the body of Christ God has placed you in to obey and practice His relational commands? In other words, has God given you your local congregation so you can fulfill His purpose for you as a member of the body of Christ?
What difference would it make in your walk with Christ and in your testimony to your unbelieving friends if Christ’s intentions for His body were being practiced in the church you attend?


	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:
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