	
September 17-23, 2012
	Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 6:9-20; 7:1-9; Ephesians 5:1-7; others – What does sex have to do with marriage?

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	If God has given humanity sex, does is it not appropriate to use sex for the purpose for which He gave it? And, could it be that God has a very superior and sacred purpose for sex? Although the sermon will be primarily from 1 Corinthians 6, please study these texts below seeking to find answers to these questions. 

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	1 Corinthians 6:9-20 (NIV84) 
9 Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
12 “Everything is permissible for me”—but not everything is beneficial. “Everything is permissible for me”—but I will not be mastered by anything. 13 “Food for the stomach and the stomach for food”—but God will destroy them both. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14 By His power God raised the Lord from the dead, and He will raise us also. 15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ Himself? Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never! 16 Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, “The two will become one flesh.” 17 But he who unites himself with the Lord is one with Him in spirit. 
18 Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. 19 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body. 
1 Corinthians 7:1-9 (NIV84) 
1 Now for the matters you wrote about: It is good for a man not to marry. 2 But since there is so much immorality, each man should have his own wife, and each woman her own husband. 3 The husband should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and likewise the wife to her husband. 4 The wife’s body does not belong to her alone but also to her husband. In the same way, the husband’s body does not belong to him alone but also to his wife. 5 Do not deprive each other except by mutual consent and for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer. Then come together again so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control. 6 I say this as a concession, not as a command. 7 I wish that all men were as I am. But each man has his own gift from God; one has this gift, another has that. 
8 Now to the unmarried and the widows I say: It is good for them to stay unmarried, as I am. 9 But if they cannot control themselves, they should marry, for it is better to marry than to burn with passion. 

	What does sex have to do with marriage?

The context for this instruction is Paul’s disappointment with believers for their inability and unwillingness to work out their disputes within their fellowship of Christians. It was shameful enough that they were cheating and doing wrong to their own brothers. But, more evidence that they were completely defeated was that they were taking their disputes to unbelieving judges. Instead of advancing the Gospel into the world, the world was invading the church. Given the continuing argument Paul is making, it may be that he issues a strong warning in his opening instructions of this next section to urge believers in Christ not to adopt the sinful practices of the world.
Read 6:9-12 What do all these sinful practices have in common?
6:11 What “broke the chains” of being “mastered” by sin?
6:12 On what authority can Paul say, “I will not be mastered by anything”? Is it linked to how sin’s chains are broken? (cf. 6:11)
Our key question of this text asks, What does sex have to do with marriage? Verse 13 starts to provide answers to that question.
6:13 How does the truth that “our body is meant for the Lord and the Lord for our body” argue against participating in sexual immorality?
6:14 How does the promise that we will be raised relate to sexual purity? 
6:15 How does Paul’s argument that our bodies are members of Christ’s body motivate us to keep our bodies pure of sexual immorality?

6:16 By quoting from Genesis 2:24, Paul is taking us back to the very first marriage. In this verse, how is Paul reinforcing God’s original plan for marriage?
6:17 How does Paul view the significance of sexual intercourse for all humans?
6:18-20 What is motivating Paul to command us to “flee from sexual immorality? How many motivating factors can you find in these three verses?

6:9-20 Reviewing all these verses so far, how many more motivations can you list for keeping yourself sexually pure?
7:1-2 What are “the matters” that the Corinthians had written to him about? 

How does the answer give us a clue to those matters? 
How can Paul say it is good for a man not to marry, especially after just giving us multiple motivations for keeping our sexual relations pure?
7:2 Is Paul really saying that the presence of much immorality is a good reason to marry? (cf. 7:5)

Or is he addressing a specific concern that the Corinthians had inquired about in their letter?
7:3-6 What are Paul’s expectations regarding sexual union in marriage?
7:7-8 In what manner did Paul wish “all men” and all women (“the unmarried and the widows) were just as him?

7:9 What is the connection between a person’s lack of self-control and the presence of “much immorality”? Is it this combination that Paul makes this “concession” that men and women should marry? 
How does this square with the rest of Paul’s teaching about marriage? Is there something missing?



	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




	Ephesians 5:1-7 (NIV84) 
1 Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
3 But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people. 4 Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. 5 For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a man is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God’s wrath comes on those who are disobedient. 7 Therefore do not be partners with them. 
1 Thessalonians 4:1-8 (NIV84) 
1 Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more. 2 For you know what instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. 
3 It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable, 5 not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God; 6 and that in this matter no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him. The Lord will punish men for all such sins, as we have already told you and warned you. 7 For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. 8 Therefore, he who rejects this instruction does not reject man but God, who gives you His Holy Spirit. 
Hebrews 12:1-13 (NIV84) 
1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider Him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 
4 In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5 And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: 
“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when He rebukes you, 6 because the Lord disciplines those He loves, and He punishes everyone He accepts as a son.”
10 Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in His holiness. 11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. 
12 Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. 13 “Make level paths for your feet,” so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed. 
Hebrews 13:4 (NIV84) 4 Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral. 

	Be encouraged to read these texts and add to your answers to the question:
What does sex have to do with marriage?
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