	
Date: August 6-12, 2012
	Sermon Text: 1 John 4:1-11 – Counter-cultural living!

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Discernment and demonstration are vital characteristics of those who are born of God, of those who have the Spirit of God living within them. Let this passage encourage and challenge you in your relationship with the Father and with our brothers and sisters in Christ.


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	1 John 4:1-11 (NIV84)
4 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 

2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. 

4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the One who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. 
7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.

9 This is how God showed His love among us: He sent His one and only Son into the world that we might live through Him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 


	4:1 What is the relationship between a “spirit” and a “prophet”? … especially a “false prophet”?

Is there any difference in testing the spirit of a prophet and simply testing the prophet?
Who are the exceptions from the application of this testing?
4:2-3 John tells us how we can recognize the Spirit of God. Can we assume that the purpose of testing the spirits is to identify the Spirit of God in a prophet or teacher? 
Why is the incarnation of Jesus the litmus test for identifying a spirit that comes from God? Are there other tests that reveal a false prophet?
4:3 Is John setting up a compare and contrast between the spirits that come from God and the spirits that come from the devil (cf. 1 John 3:7-8)?
4:4 We have another sharp contrast here. Notice what results because the Spirit of God is within someone?
We have become familiar with the word “overcome” or “nikao” in Greek because of our study in the book of the Revelation. It shouldn’t surprise us since both books have the same author, the Apostle John.
4:5 It appears that this verse answers the question of who are the “them” from v.4. From v.4, what do we learn about those who are from the world?

4:6 Note yet another contrast that John is setting up between vv.5 & 6. Looks like we have right here another means of recognizing the Spirit that comes from God, i.e., the Spirit of truth.
How does John expand the contrast between vv.5 & 6?
4:7 John now introduces us to love as an evidence of having been born of God. Are truth and love independent characteristics, or do they come as a pair?

4:8 How is John attaching the act of loving with the fact of knowing?
4:9 Is this verse an explanation for the declaration of verse 8?

How central to who God is is His demonstration of love?

If God’s greatest demonstration of love gives us life, should it surprise us that to know God is to demonstrate the same kind of love as God does?
4:10-11 Here’s the answer.
Conclusion: How do truth and love work together within those who have been born of God?



	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:
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