	
Date: February 21-27, 2011
	Sermon Text: 1 Peter 1:1-5 - The Bible says: Our new birth in Christ gives us a living hope and an eternal inheritance!

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	If flying at 35,000 feet and 600 knots characterized the first 7 chapters of The God Who Is There by Don Carson, the next 3 to 4, chapters will feel like being in a low flying helicopter hovering over one square mile of ground. This should be a welcomed change. In chapter 8, Carson will spend a considerable amount of time helping us understand what it means to be “born again.” By our studying 1 Peter 1, verses 1-5 for this week, we will be able to compare and contrast Peter and John in how they speak of our new birth in Christ.


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	1 Peter 1:1-5 (NIV) 
in the context of 

1 Peter 1:1-12 (NIV) 
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God’s elect, strangers in the world, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, 2 who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by His blood: 
Grace and peace be yours in abundance. 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen Him, you love Him; and even though you do not see Him now, you believe in Him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, 11 trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. 12 It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things. 

	Chapter 8 - “The God Who Grants New Birth” from John 3:1-15, preparing to compare and contrast Peter and John on the new birth.
1:1 When did Peter become an apostle? What is Peter’s relationship to the Apostle John? Why was Peter writing this letter? Who was his target audience? Where would we find the locations listed in v.1? What contrast is Peter setting up between being God’s elect and being strangers in the world?
1:2 What does it mean to be “chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father”? If you or I are chosen like Peter’s audience, what difference does that make in our lives? Does it make any difference in our conduct? What is the connection between being “chosen” and the “sanctifying work of the Spirit? Is Peter identifying here the purpose of our being chosen? Is obedience to Jesus Christ an evidence of our being chosen or does it even matter if those who are chosen obey? And, what does the sprinkling by Christ’s blood have to do with anything? Why does Peter say all of this stuff in verse 2 when he is only identifying his audience? How do the words of greeting, “Grace and peace be yours in abundance” have any impact on his audience?
1:3 How significant is it that we understand the relationship between God and Jesus Christ? How would you describe the relationship based on these words of Peter? On what basis have we been given new birth into a living hope? What does it mean to be born into a living hope? What does the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead have to do with our being given new birth?
1:4 What more is added to our living hope that we are born into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade? What is the purpose for our inheritance being kept in heaven for us? Does this suggest that part of our salvation (new birth) will not be experienced until we get to heaven but some we will experience now?
1:5 Who is the “who” being spoken of in v.5? How does our faith gain for us a shielding by God’s power? If there is a salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time, what part of salvation do we experience now, prior to the last time? When and what is the “last time”?
1:6-12 [Go ahead and read on to keep your questions and thoughts in context.]
1:6 Sermon text for Sunday March 6

1:7 Sermon text for Sunday March 13

1:8-9 Sermon text for Sunday March 20

1:10-12 Sermon text for Sunday March 27



	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]


	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




John 1:12-13 (NIV) 
12 Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
John 3:6-7 (NIV) 6 “Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at My saying, ‘You must be born again.’ ”

Transcript from Don Carson’s introduction to chapter 8 on video:

This chapter, The God Who Grants New Birth, finds its genesis in a conversation that the Lord Jesus had with a first century scholar and legislator called Nicodemus. The point of the exchange is along these lines:

What Jesus promises is . . .

Not more moral code, for we will break it;

Not improved liturgy, for our minds will continue to wander;

Not mere threats, for threats by themselves do not capture rebellious hearts and minds;

Not mere forgiveness, for we may stubbornly persist in doing things that require forgiveness.

No, what Jesus promises is life-transforming power, a new origin, a new beginning; what He Himself calls a new birth.

If you are entirely satisfied with your life; if you live with such mass self-confidence that you feel you need neither God nor other people, none of this will make much sense. In fact, you may find what Jesus says insulting. In that case, you will probably just walk away. And I must tell you that you are in terrible danger.

But, if you are beginning to see that you need power from God Himself to change direction and start over with new vitality provided by God’s own Spirit, then please pay special attention to the biblical material unpacked in this session.

Don Carson’s introduction from the book, The God Who is There, chapter 8.
The Bible’s storyline from the opening chapters of Genesis, set up a massive tension – cosmic in scope but descending all the way down to the level of the individual. The tension is grounded in the fact that God made everything good. God Himself, the Creator, is different from the creation, but all that He made was initially God-centered and good. The nature of evil is tied to rebellion against this God. In Genesis 3, we saw how this is depicted as obsessive desire to challenge God – to become God ourselves, to usurp to ourselves the prerogatives that belong only to the Creator. Out of this idolatry come all of the social evils, the horizontal evils that we know.

