	
Date: March 21 – March 27, 2011
	Sermon Text: 1 Peter 1:10-12 - The Bible says: The Old Testament prophets help explain Christ’s suffering and death!

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Our goal in studying 1 Peter 1 and half of chapter 2 is to more thoroughly understand what has happened to us in our new birth in Christ.



	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	1 Peter 1:10-12 (NIV) 
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God’s elect, strangers in the world, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, 2 who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by His blood: 
Grace and peace be yours in abundance. 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen Him, you love Him; and even though you do not see Him now, you believe in Him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, 11 trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. 12 It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things. 
1:13-21 Sermon text for Sunday, April 3

1:22-2:3 Sermon text for Sunday, April 10

2:4-12 Sermon text for Sunday, April 17


	Chapter 10 - “The God Who Dies – and Lives Again” from Matthew 27 & John 20, in the context of the four Gospels, highlighting the centrality of the cross and the significance of the resurrection.
Review: How Peter understands our new birth in Christ
Summarize 1:1-9: What would it read like for you?

1:10 What do we know about “this salvation”? Is this primarily a reference to vss. 7-9? What is salvation? Has Peter used different words to express “salvation”? i.e new birth (v.3); living hope (v.3); inheritance (v.4); “faith shielded by God’s power” (v.5)?
1:10 Who are the prophets Peter is referring to? 
In what way did the OT prophets speak about grace? 
What is being referred to by the phrase, “the grace that was to come to you”? 
Where can we go to the OT prophets and find these words Peter is referring to? 
In reference to the “grace that was to come to you,” does the “you” refer to us? 
Why did these prophets search intently and with the greatest care? (Isaiah 53) 
What did this kind of search look like? 
Did they realize how valuable their finding would be, as it finding much fine gold? 

1:11 Is this the goal that was like gold to them – the time and circumstances regard the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow? 
Was the Holy Spirit in the prophets when they were seeking for this gold that was going to be given to us? 
Is the grace that was to come to us the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow? i.e. Is grace equivalent to Christ’s sufferings and His glories? 
What is the relationship between grace and the Holy Spirit? 
Is the Spirit of Christ the same as Christ Himself? 
Is the answer found in identifying who is the “He” that predicted the sufferings of Christ? 
Is “He” the “Spirit of Christ”?
1:12 How was it revealed to the prophets that they were serving us and not themselves? 
Were the same things that Peter’s audience were told by their contemporary prophets the same things that the OT prophets spoke of? 
Were these contemporary prophets or preachers dependent on the OT prophets for their message of the gospel?
1:12 How did those contemporary prophets or preachers rely on the OT prophets in forming the gospel message they preached? 
How does the story of the gospel change after Christ died and rose again? 
How is the gospel that the OT prophets were speaking of different from and the same as the NT preachers of the gospel?
1:12 What was it that the OT prophets felt that they were missing out in? 
Was it the same thing the angels felt they were missing out in until Christ came to the earth to live, die and rise again? 

What were the angels longing to see? 

Are they still longing to see or have they now seen those things with Christ’s ascension into glory?


	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]


	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




Chapter 10 – Bible Memory Verses: 
1 Corinthians 15:3-4 (NIV) 3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 
Luke 24:25-26 (NIV) 25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter His glory?” 
Luke 24:45-47 (NIV) 45 Then He opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” 
Transcript from Don Carson’s introduction to chapter 10 on video:

Somewhat hestitently, I’ve called this chapter, The God Who Dies – and Lives Again. The stunning reality is that the Bible ultimately brings to a focus everything else it says and refracts all its light down into Jesus’ death and Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. If you rummage through the Bible to uncover whatever you can about economics and social justice, or about bioethics and the nature of human beings or about personal and corporate ethics, but fail to integrate whatever you find with the ways in which the Bible makes Jesus’ death and resurrection absolutely central to all faithful Christian understanding and teaching and life, you end up distorting the Bible.
If you want to understand what the Bible means by the word “Gospel,” or “Good News,” you must grasp why Jesus’ death and resurrection constitute such spectacularly good news. These events are at the heart of the whole Bible. This one talk, rightly absorbed into your life with repentance and faith will change you forever.

