	
Date: March 28 – April 3, 2011
	Sermon Text: 1 Peter 1:13-21 - The Bible says: We will be empowered to live holy lives as we set our hope fully on the future grace of God!

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Our goal in studying 1 Peter 1 and half of chapter 2 is to more thoroughly understand what has happened to us in our new birth in Christ.



	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	1 Peter 1:13-21 (NIV) 
13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. 14 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 15 But just as He who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”
17 Since you call on a Father who judges each man’s work impartially, live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear. 18 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 20 He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. 21 Through Him you believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and glorified Him, and so your faith and hope are in God. 
1:22-2:3 Sermon text for Sunday, April 10

2:4-12 Sermon text for Sunday, April 17


	Chapter 10 - “The God Who Dies – and Lives Again” from Matthew 27 & John 20, in the context of the four Gospels, highlighting the centrality of the cross and the significance of the resurrection.
Review: How Peter understands our new birth in Christ
Summarize 1 Peter 1:1-12. How do verses 3-12 follow the outline of 1. Chosen by God; 2. Sanctified by the Spirit?
1:13 What all is included in the “therefore”? How does one prepare his or her mind for action? And what action does Peter have in mind here? Is Peter saying that learning self-control is a primary way of preparing for the action God is about to bring or is self-control simply a partner with the preparation of the mind for action? (In what way is self-control the foretelling of what you want to do and then controlling your actions to do it?) And, how is setting one’s hope fully on the grace to be given us some time in the future helped by one’s preparation for action and self control? When is the time of Christ’s revealing? What is the grace that will be given to us then?
1:14 Why does Peter call us “obedient children”? Is this a demeaning description of us? Why or why not? To what time is Peter pointing when we lived in ignorance? What is the connection with living in ignorance and conforming to evil desires? What changed our status from living in ignorance and becoming obedient children?
1:15-16 What does it mean to be holy? How is the word “holy” related to the Holy Spirit’s work of sanctifying us? Is “sanctified” the same as “holy”? Who is the one who called you? What does it mean that you have been “called”? Is your calling to be holy or is your calling larger than that? Can we equate be “called” with being “chosen” from 1:2
1:17 Does the use of “call” in v.17 have the same meaning as “called” in v.15? Why the use of the article “a” in front of Father and not “the”? How did these believers know that God the Father is an impartial judge? What impact does our relationship with an impartial judge have on living our lives as strangers here in reverent fear? Are we, therefore, to live daily in fear of God? Are we to be afraid of God? How does living in reverent fear of God help us love Him? Is this exhortation still a preparation for action? Is this action that God is calling for an outgrowth of being called by God and sanctified by the Spirit? What is achieved by or the accumulative effect of 1. setting our hope on future grace (1:13) AND 2. being holy in all we do (1:15) AND 3. living our lives as strangers here in reverent fear (1:17)? (the 3 imperatives from 13-21)
1:18-19 What is the contrast Peter is highlighting here? What are the “perishable things” that fail to redeem us from the empty way of life? By implication, what is the imperishable thing that succeeds in redeeming us from the empty way of life? Is the empty way of life the same as conforming to the evil desires we had when we lived in ignorance (1:14)? Why did Peter select silver and gold as illustrations of perishable things? Why not something more perishable, especially after using the example of gold refined by fire in 1:7? Does refined gold/silver still have impurities as compared to Christ, the lamb without blemish or defect? How is the empty way of life handed down between generations? Is it more than just inheritance or genes?
1:20 Why is it important that Jesus, the Lamb of God, was chosen before the creation of the world to redeem us from our empty way of living? Why did God the Father wait until “half time” to “reveal” Jesus, the Christ? And why for our sakes? How does the “revealing” of Jesus in these last times compare to the time when Jesus Christ will be “revealed” in 1:13? Are we talking about two different “revealings”?
1:21 How does Jesus help us to believe in God? Does the work of God to raise Jesus from the dead and to glorify Him after He raised Him cause us therefore to believe in God? So, if our faith and hope are in God, does that mean they are not to be placed in Jesus? Or, it is like John says, both (John 14:1; 6:40; 1 John 2:23-24)


	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]


	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




Chapter 10 – Bible Memory Verses: 
1 Corinthians 15:3-4 (NIV) 3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 
Luke 24:25-26 (NIV) 25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter His glory?” 
Luke 24:45-47 (NIV) 45 Then He opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” 
Transcript from Don Carson’s introduction to chapter 10 on video:

Somewhat hestitently, I’ve called this chapter, The God Who Dies – and Lives Again. The stunning reality is that the Bible ultimately brings to a focus everything else it says and refracts all its light down into Jesus’ death and Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. If you rummage through the Bible to uncover whatever you can about economics and social justice, or about bioethics and the nature of human beings or about personal and corporate ethics, but fail to integrate whatever you find with the ways in which the Bible makes Jesus’ death and resurrection absolutely central to all faithful Christian understanding and teaching and life, you end up distorting the Bible.
If you want to understand what the Bible means by the word “Gospel,” or “Good News,” you must grasp why Jesus’ death and resurrection constitute such spectacularly good news. These events are at the heart of the whole Bible. This one talk, rightly absorbed into your life with repentance and faith will change you forever.
